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       NEWSLETTER                   APRIL, 2003
CHAIRMAN’S JOTTINGS

    I write this message to you all on a Sunday evening in March after having returned from a good sociable walk in Calderdale.  For once everything was perfect, the weather was good and the views were varied and always interesting.  We also had a local Calderdale inhabitant with us who was willing to share her knowledge with us.  Let us hope this is a portent for many such summer’s walks; please support as many walks as you can.

    The year has started well, the Annual Dinner was again successful, the only tricky period was trying to get off of Horton Station.  The platform was a sheet of ice; it was a pity that everyone was too pre-occupied with their own safety to take pictures of the event.  Once again the A party took the easy way out and headed upwards from the station through the fields.  The B & C had the much harder job of negotiating the slope down the road into Horton.  But everyone made it in time for the drinks & meal.  Thanks to all leaders for surviving the conditions.

    As I write this it seems as if we might well be set for regular running of all the trains.  Let us hope so.  There is the fear that we might lose the direct Glasgow-Leeds train, this would be a bit of a nuisance as it fills a gap in the service, but we will manage OK, it is not really a problem during the summer.  It is slightly worrying to hear the official reason for the suggestion that the service be removed.  That is that if the train broke down it might inconvenience other users.  The fact is that this train has a good reliability record and if this was not the case we should be looking to improve reliability not remove services.  Friends have written to the SRA about our concerns.

    Another issue which has cropped up and I would like to seek the views of the members is how much financial support should the club give to other organizations that have aims and objectives similar to our own.  This issue has risen a few times at the AGM in past years and as a result of discussions Friends have joined (and thus pay annual subscriptions to) “The Ramblers Association” and “Friends of Settle-Carlisle Line Association”.  As mentioned, we do this on the understanding that these are two larger organisations whose objectives tie in with ours and, because of their size, they may have more influence with the bodies that matter.  (It should be noted that neither of these organisations reciprocated by joining us).

    However there are now many other organisations that have asked us to join (and pay an annual subscription).  With many of these organizations we have a natural affinity and wish to support their aims.  However after several discussions at the committee we have decided basically that we will not join any of them, but will give them “moral” and practical help wherever possible.  We would also publicise them and their aims in the newsletter at regular intervals, so that any members who wish to join them (as well as FDR (!)) have all the necessary information.

    As a first step towards this I give the following organisations which are typical of the ones who regularly solicit our support.

Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Alliance:  Chairman Michael Bartholomew, 9 Fern Bank, Otley, LS21 1 HG.    Individual membership £10 per year.

The main aim of the Alliance is to campaign for the exclusion of motorized vehicles driven for pleasure on the green lanes of the Yorkshire National Park and the Nidderdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Lancaster and Skipton Rail User Group:  Chairman  John Bearpark, 31 Northfields Crescent, Settle, North Yorkshire.  BD24 9JP.  Individual membership cost unknown.

The aim is to support the retention and development of this line (I suppose we commonly call it “the Morecambe Line”) 

Skipton-East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership:  

The aim of this group is to ensure the protection of the trackbed of the former railway line between Skipton and Colne from development and then to press for the re-opening of the line as a major transpennine link. 

The Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Users Group:  Treasurer  29 Somerville, Peterborough, PE4 5BB.  Household £6, Individual £4.  

The group campaigns for accessible and affordable public transport for visitors and residents within the Dales.

             CALENDAR 2004
    I know that it seems a long way ahead, but the committee is starting to think about the photos needed for the next calendar.  Please, if anyone has any that they would like to submit for consideration, let me know.  If they are photographs please get them to me at one of our events or through the post.  If you are using a digital camera, either send a disk or e-mail them to me at dave.sherborne@btopenworld.com
Looking forward to receiving loads!!

                                                                                                                                  David Sherborne

Events Secretaries Report

    Well, here goes with my debut piece in my role as Event Secretary.  Can I please thank you all for your best wishes and offers of support.

    There has been some fabulous walking weather this year. You may recollect that February was an especially good month for walking. The weather was cold but bright and some of those very muddy paths beloved by all of us were frozen and solid, often icy, but we would not enjoy a walk without challenges!!  As the Spring approaches the temperature is going up, and even if the inevitable rain also appears, so do the snowdrops, daffodils and crocus. And of course the days are getting longer, so we all feel livelier.

    The Saturday train walks have been quite busy and fortunately there seems to be a temporary halt in the strikes that so affected Saturdays and Christmas last year.  But there could be more strikes as the guards are now objecting to new rules on safety.   So far this year there seems to have been a steady turnout of true faithful, but it is always good to see a new face.  For any of you who don’t generally do train walks, please give them a try. If you are put off by the cost, there are ways of keeping this down.  Please give me a call if you want more details. On Saturdays there is sometimes a choice between the Settle–Carlisle line and the Morecambe line.  

    The Caldervale line walks have also been popular this year and again, it would be good to see some new faces. And of course, the cost of these is generally cheaper than the Saturday walks.

    For those of you lucky enough to not be working through the week, there is still a monthly walk on the first Thursday of the month and in April the Lakes Classics resume their monthly trips, (Tues, Wed or Thurs), until September. And we are also running some extra walks on Bank Holidays. These are all worth considering. 

    The New Year dinner was well attended and we were blessed with fine weather for our walks. The Falcon Manor seems to suit us as a venue for our annual dinner so we are intending to use it again next year. Similarly with Ilkley Playhouse for our AGM. For both these venues, if anyone has any suitable suggestions for anywhere else, please let me know!!

The coach walks are still popular, though we don’t seem to be as oversubscribed as we were ’pre foot and mouth’. If you fancy using the coach, please give Brian Hall a call to see if there are any places. 

     Weekends away are continuing to be another of the club’s successes. There is a group going to Kings Lynn in April and the trip to Aberfoyle in August has been so popular there has had to be a waiting list.  In this issue you will have the opportunity to book for Richmond in October. It is advisable to book early for these weekends as places go very fast.

                                                                                                                                                                  Penny Lucas
We are constantly trying to improve the numbers and type of walks we organise, but we rely very much on the members for two vital things – leaders and ideas. With this in mind we have organised a Leaders meeting for 20th May at the Adelphi Leeds 7.30 p.m. 

Topics covered in this meeting will include some basic First Aid, a refresher on Emergency Resuscitation (complete with practical demonstration), risk assessment and a walk leaders checklist. 

As in the meetings we have had before, this meeting is intended for all leaders and backups, and anyone who is thinking of leading walks or even anyone  else who may  have something to contribute. All we ask is you bring yourselves – tea, coffee and refreshments will be provided and of course, the bar will be open.    

 Want to do some walks but are unsure about navigation and using a compass?

The Yorkshire Dales National Park is running a series of one-day courses through the summer. These are very cheap – last year it was £5. These are also enjoyable as a day out. You don’t even need your own compass as they can lend you one. 

Details as follows;

Beginners:  June 15th, July 13th Clapham  01729 830363

                   June 29th, August 24th Hawes      01969 667450

                   Improvers: Sept 7th Clapham  01729 830363

Coach Walks

Sunday, 19th January, 2003                                 Scarborough

 Words to describe mud and rain are beginning to fail me but here goes. Although the 'A' walk description mentioned words such as 'teeing off' and 'meander' it seemed more like a cross-country mud-skiing race as we hurtled from Scalby to Broxa to Hackness to West Ayton, avoiding such pitfalls as wooden stumps, deep pools and snaking brambles and tried to keep both the leader and the backup in sight. 'B' party took to the coast. Starting at Muston and trending towards Scarborough they soon encountered not only steep slippery mud but wild crashing waves. Some of the party took an alternative and shorter route back but the majority stayed with it and landed safely back to enjoy the fleshpots of Scarborough. 'C' party debussed with 'A' party and took the Cleveland Way along the cliff top past Scalby Ness. Turning away from the coast to make for Burniston they then made their way to Peasholme Park. The weather did improve throughout the day and the sun even made an appearance just in time to set. Views were atmospheric rather than clear and we certainly transferred quite a bit of East Coast mud to West Yorkshire. Thanks to all the leaders and backups. We don't hold the underfoot or overhead conditions against you.                                                                                                                            Diane Exley
Sunday 16 February 2003                                Waddington

     After a dull start from Leeds, the sun was out by the time the coach arrived at Waddington, near Clitheroe. All three groups debussed and set off in different directions. The ‘A’ group began with a very boggy lane, but having survived it, were rewarded with very varied scenery and a good view from Beacon Hill. While many lunched in the shelter of a wall, others availed themselves of padded chairs!! Over Burbles Hill, across Grindleton Fell and Herries before meandering along the banks of the Ribble and back to Waddington. The ‘B’s had a firm road start but were soon confronted by a path across four fields very recently sprayed with liquid fertiliser!! Concern was expressed as to whether any boot soles would be left by the time West Bradford (village) was reached. A steady climb over field paths and open fell, passing the ‘A’ party by Grindleton Wood, and then meeting the ‘C’ party, who appeared to be doing the ‘B’ route in reverse! A very muddy lane, thankfully slightly frozen, across the southern flank of Bradford Fell and finally through Feazor Wood, back to Waddington. Convenient steps down to the village stream simplified boot cleaning before repairing to various refreshment establishments.Thanks to all leaders and backups.                                                                                                                        Trevor Grimston

Sunday 16 March 2003                               Lincolnshire Wolds  

    The undulating wolds of Lincolnshire beckoned us this month and a day of unprecedented March temperatures had many people scrambling to remove tights, trousers, gaiters and other garments at the first possible strip stop. ‘A’ and ‘B’ parties both started at Caistor and both followed parts of the Viking Way. Sunbathing was the order of the day whenever possible and there was no mud! ‘B’ party went up the Nettleton valley working their way up to the highest church in Lincolnshire at Normanby-le-Wold and then working their way down to the Ramblers’ church at Walesby. ‘A’ party dodged on and off the Viking Way looping round to Rothwell and Claxby to give a bit of variety. ‘C’ party started the day by knocking up the café in Tealby for a drink and a comfort stop. They then followed the Viking Way for a while before teeing off to Pickard’s Plantation and back to the fleshpots of Tealby where all parties were reunited

  A wonderful day. Thanks to all leaders, backups and their supporters.                                 Diane Exley       
Annual Dinner, Saturday, 11th January, 2003

    The two carriages, bursting at the seams with DalesRailers, trundled into Settle station exactly on time on Saturday morning. Those waiting at Settle joined it and travelled sardine-like to Horton. Only two people were left behind, mainly because they were on the wrong platform.

Alighting at Horton required ice-skating skills of a very high order and some people decided not to participate and returned to Settle. Those who remained slipped and slid their way to the beginning of their walk.

    Twenty eight members of 'A' party struggled with the ice-encrusted clints and grykes around Moughton Scar and were given a tantalising glimpse of Crummackdale at Beggar's stile before contouring round to enter the Dale at Crummack farm. An icy slide to Wharfe followed before the descent to Feizor and a tramp over the moors to enter Settle via Giggleswick. 'B' party, with 19 members set off in the opposite direction towards Dub Cote and thence to Long Lane. Stainforth was the next milestone (but no-one risked the ice-slide to Catrigg Force-wise decision!) and thus gently into Settle. 'C' party, comprising 12 stalwarts, chose the riverside path, rejoicing in the frozen ground, which saved their boots from mud. Leaving the river to walk to Cragghill Farm they then made their way to Oxenber Wood and thus to Feizor. All arrived back safely and Elizabeth, at 13 months, didn't look at all tired. But what about her Dad?

    Frozen ground beneath the feet, a hot sun on the head, no wind and no mud! Is this England?  Apart from the excellent walks the views were magnificent. Snow-covered Pen-Y-Ghent and Ingleborough formed the backdrop to the nearer scenery where the field lines and winter colours were enhanced by narrow snow lines. A day to remember-but it hasn't finished yet.

Back at the hotel glad rags were donned and 78 members sat down to the banquet. Service was slick, speeches mercifully short and the food excellent. Thanks to the efficient organisation no-one had to remember the meal they'd ordered some months before and soon an unnatural silence fell. It was even more silent when the majority slid off down the hill to catch the train. The overnighters settled in for an evening of drinking, putting the world to rights and joke telling.

    Sunday brought the expected change in the weather. The ground was still frozen but the sun was not smiling on us so brightly and there was a wind. Ten walking devotees set off from Slaidburn with the promise of not much climbing and even the promise of going under one of the hills, so-to-speak. Ice-skating skills were again brought into play, especially on the farm tracks and over stiles. The centre of the British Isles and the place where British Telecom chose to install their 100,000th payphone, Dunsop Bridge, was reached by lunchtime and the ducks really enjoyed the company. Striding away after lunch in order to counter the cold wind and threat of rain soon brought us to the aptly-named Pain Hill which we yomped up in style. The route back to Slaidburn was characterised by truly magnificent great houses presiding over extensive parkland and the real treat was that we got back before it rained!

    A very good weekend supported by a heartening number of members. Thanks to all those who helped with the organisation and to those who recceed and led the walks. Your labours are much appreciated.

                                                                                                                                               Diane Exley

  2 Versions of Patterdale Weekend

Version 1

    Well, what can I say? Wall to wall sunshine, wall to wall daffodils and wall to wall mountains. What an excellent weekend. Sixteen set off on a Patterdale navigation weekend. Those of us without GPS set off for the high ridges of the Hayeswater Horizon (yes, those were woodpeckers we could hear. Those who looked quickly caught sight of a greater spotted-) visiting Thornthwaite Beacon, High Street, The Knott Angle Tarn and then and then adding Place Fell for good measure as the day was still young and it all seemed  too good to end! Those experimenting with GPS, walked up the Grisedale Valley—some went on to Fairfield and others on to The Cape. Peter found himself higher than he had ever been before. This was definitely a ‘B plus’ walk—he loved the views—the buzz—but his legs rebelled on the descent!

Sunday started with cloud but this proved to be fleeting and off to Striding Edge we went. Where were all the other fell walkers? We almost had the skyline to ourselves. The blustery wind made the ascent of Helvellyn somewhat exhilarating! A leisurely lunch was enjoyed on the top. A quick rethink of the route, then off to Dollywaggon and down to Grisedale Tarn, up on to St. Sunday Crag and out on to Birks, finishing with a free fall off the end as we yomped our way down to Patterdale—an action packed day. The views were a photographer’s dream. The weather was superb, the hotel comfortable and the food very good. A winner all round! Thanks to Lewis for organising the weekend and the activities—very much appreciated. We all had a brilliant time.

                                                                                                                                               Diane Taylor 

Version 2

    Sixteen members arrived in Patterdale in late March, anxious that the good weather we had been enjoying could not possibly continue. How wrong we were! 

On the first day, those committed to furthering their GPS skills ascended the Grisedale Valley and beyond, where the views became more and more exciting, with shimmering light on the Tarn and the mountains clearer than on any summers day. Meanwhile, the sun, the magnificent views and general feeling of euphoria went to the heads of the ‘walking’ group. On and on we tramped, Hartsop, High Street, head of Martindale, Place Fell. The total distance 15.1 miles with over 4500 feet of ascent and no one complained!

The following day, the GPS group not wishing to be outdone, set off first, heading for Place Fell and were not seen again, although their cars had been removed from the car park by late afternoon. The other group tackled Helvellyn, taking Striding Edge in their stride. Once again the views were magnificent and almost everyone was keen to extend the walk. Down to Grisedale Tarn, up to St. Sunday Crag, along the ridge, and a final, steeper than intended, descent to the hotel. 

Patterdale, what a gem of a setting for so many varied walks. Another successful weekend enjoyed by all. Perhaps next time I may take the GPS course.

                                                                                                                                              Yvonne Wade

***************************
  Lakes Classic Walks

    You will be aware from your calendar that the Lakes Walks commence in April. For any newcomers that are now able to consider more uplifting thoughts than the workplace, we meet in the car park near the village hall, in Gargrave at 8.30AM and proceed to the Lakes via shared transport, cost being shared or agreed by each car load. We usually stop on the return for a meal at a local hostelry, those wishing to return home earlier can usually share similar transport. Walks are of a moderate to strenuous nature.

                                                                                                                                             Lewis Hanford 

Weekend, Friday 24th October, 2003

2 Nights

Kings Head Hotel, Richmond, Nth. Yorks.

£50 Per Person Per Night. Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

All Rooms En Suite. NO Single Supplement.

    The Norman town of Richmond is the choice for the last of  our 2003 weekends. This base allows us to explore further the walks in Swaledale and Wensleydale that we have touched upon with our coach trips. The hotel was built in 1718 as a private house for Sir Charles Bathhurst and has been graced by famous people including Franz Liszt and J.M.W.Turner. Friends of DalesRail should be in good company. One room is furnished with a four poster bed and has access to its bathroom via a “secret door”. Where have we heard that before? A clock room contains thirteen on show, all chime. If your room is nearby, then good luck. Please note, as always, single rooms are at a premium and all booked on a first come, first served basis. Insurance should always be taken out to cover all eventualities as a matter of course. A booking form is enclosed.

    I look forward to your company and companionship in October 

    I am in the process of formulating the weekends for 2004. Any sensible suggestions are always welcome. Please telephone or give me your ideas when we meet on forthcoming walks.

                                                                                                                    Lewis Handford

