www.friendsofdalesrail.org
SUNDAY, 20th. FEBRUARY, 2005
COACH TRIP                                                           RIBCHESTER
Back to Lancashire, again. The ‘A’ and ‘C’ parties both start and finish in Ribchester, while the ‘B’ party starts at Hurst Green and finishes in Ribchester. Ribchester, formally the Roman fort of Bremetennacum on the north bank of the R.Ribble, guarded the crossing of the road from Ilkley to the Fylde with the main highway from Manchester to Carlisle. Stonyhurst College, a 16th cent. Manor House set in extensive grounds, is one of the largest buildings in the north west and is home of a famous Catholic Independent Co-educational boarding and day school.   
A WALK              MOD. STRENUOUIS             CIRCULAR                    14 MILES
Leaving Ribchester, we gradually ascend Spire Hill which, at1148 ft. above sea level, is the highest point on Longridge Fell. Well worn, muddy paths are evidence that this is a place of Pilgrimage for Lancashire walkers! After, hopefully, admiring the view we descend the Fell’s northern scarp. The return crossing skirts the Fell rather than reascending it. After a brief visit to “Middle Earth” we make our way back to Ribchester’s welcoming arms.
Leaders Leonie and Diane T.
B WALK                         MODERATE                    LINEAR                        10 MILES

Starting from the village of Hurst Green, we take the main approach road to Stonyhurst College, where J.R.R. Tolkien (of Lord of the Rings fame) stayed for awhile; also claimed by some the inspiration for the Harry Potter “Hogwarts” school of magic. Proceeding directly through the grounds, we ascend steadily on to the wooded eastern flank of Longridge Fell. The fell top itself is crossed by a mixture of woodland trails, forest roads and open moorland paths. Spectacular views of the Hodder Valley, Bowland Fells and further afield can be enjoyed – weather permitting of course. Finally, a descent through farmland including the hamlet of Knowle Green, Buckley Hall and the Red Spot to reach the old Roman Fort of Ribchester itself.

Leaders Philip and  Jenny
C WALK                           EASY                     CIRCULAR                             6 MILES

Starting in Ribchester by the R. Ribble. Gradual climb, past Stydd Manor, to the top pf Duddle Hill, the highest point of the walk with long distance views. Circling round from Dean Brow toward Green Cross. Through fields and farms and  back down to the river, passing Falicon Farm and Parsonage Wood, to join the Ribble Way. Following the track past the Boathouse and Roman Fort back to Ribchester.If the weather is mild and wet the 6 miles could feel more like 8 – 10 as every field and gateway has a generous layer of mud, anywhere between 1” to, if unlucky, to  boot grabbing sock height!! Frosty ground could make the walk more enjoyable.
Leaders Brian and Chris





















