

Chairman’s Jottings

As I write this set of jottings it is time to think back on the past year.  Although I say it myself, I think we have all done rather well this year and more importantly it looks as if we should be able to look optimistically to 2006.       (I really hope these words will not come back to haunt me!!)

First of all to recap on the AGM, the reports of the Secretary and the Events Secretary are included within this newsletter so I will not repeat their news.  Thanks to everyone who came to Ilkley Playhouse, the 11am start was not a minute too early for those who came by train.  The number in attendance was 65, slightly down on our best, but still very acceptable.

We had two very comprehensive reports on the full range of activities, I am sure when you read the reports you too will be overwhelmed by its sheer range, there really must be something for everyone.  Thanks to all those leaders and to all those who have suggested the various types of walks we have put on.  Our good fortune was reinforced when we had the Treasurer’s report and realised that all these events had been put on with only a very small deficit.  Therefore once again we were able to keep the subscription at £5 per household.  This must be the bargain of the year.  We could still do with some new members so don’t be shy about proclaiming this news!

We then had the sad task of saying good-bye to our Secretary of 6 years, Diane, who is relinquishing at least some of her writing duties.  On behalf of myself, the rest of the committee and all the members, I would like to record our grateful thanks for all the work she has done for the club.  She is only allowed to stand up and speak once a year (!!) so a lot of her work may go unnoticed by many members, but Diane has been responsible for ensuring that committee meetings have all the information it needs and that all the correspondence has been efficiently dealt with.  Thank you Diane!!

Those that were at the AGM will know that at the time we had not been able to fill the post of Secretary, we are still looking for a volunteer!  In the meantime Diane Taylor has kindly offered to assist with some of the duties, but we would still like a bit more help please.

The AGM also received the news that Trevor Grimston was retiring from the post of newsletter, again many thanks for all the work put in to producing a very effective means of communication for all members.  It will be a hard act to follow and we are very grateful that Pat Bottomley has offered to step into the breach.  This will be the first newsletter that she (and Eric?) have produced so thank you in advance.  I hope everyone submitted their contribution on time.

I would also like to thank the rest of the committee for their work throughout the year.  I will not go through them individually but thank you.  I also wish to thank all the “co-opted” workers behind the scene who also help the club be so successful.  The AGM concluded with a series of questions from the floor.  One related to the rate of expenses that we pay to walk leaders and the other on how we can improve facilities for passengers having to wait at stations on dark, cold evenings.  We will look into both these issues and report back as soon as possible.

Having completed the official business we were treated to a very entertaining life history by Pete Smith of Calderdale Mountain Rescue Service.  His exploits must have left us all breathless realising that many of us are only “playing” at walking.  His information on Mountain Rescue may have taken second place to his adventures but he did leave us with one very good piece of advice.  That is if you are on a walk on the fells and suffer an injury to one of the party; when you dial 999, ask for the Police.  This will put you to a local service and then when you explain the situation they will be better able to determine whether you need the Ambulance or Mountain Rescue.

We then retired for lunch, new caterers this year (the previous ones having taken well-earned retirement).  We still were not able to finish everything although members of the committee tried hard.  We then had another film show showing the exploits on several of our walks during 2005.  This was a trial run and my thanks go to Philip for hosting it and to Trevor, Eric and Brian Causier for the pictures.  If you think this was a success please let us know and we will try to fix something similar for next year.

Finally please remember this is your club, support the activities and if you think you can help please come forward and speak to anyone of the committee.

All the best for 2006

At the December committee meeting it was agreed that the mileage rate for using a car when recceeing a walk, would be increased to 15p per mile as from 1st January 2006.  Only one such car claim per walk.

                                                                                                                                        David Sherborne
REPORT FROM HON. SECRETARY – A.G.M. November 2005

This year has been dominated by the weather. Not just the ‘Isn’t it cold/hot for the time of year variety’ but serious weather of the climate-changing variety. The annual dinner in January, eagerly anticipated by 73 people, was, in fact, only enjoyed by 47 hardy souls who made their way through flood and confusing train timetabling to the Falcon Manor Hotel in Settle.  Only twenty people walked or rather swam on walks the following day. Later in the year we encountered a tropical rainstorm in North Yorkshire. And in Peebles and Yarm the rain continued to fall but not to blight the weekends. Modern rainwear has been tested and sometimes found to be wanting. Perhaps we should take a leaf out of George Mallory’s book and wear natural fibres such as silk, wool and tweed next to the skin.

However, the weather has not prevented membership numbers swelling from 269 to 275 households, nor has it resulted in a drop in people participating in the range of walks available. Indeed, in the last newsletter David cites two train walks where the numbers on the walks exceeded all expectations. In addition to the train walks the opportunity to go further afield by coach or for a weekend is taken by a great many members.

Following the very successful celebrations of 30 years of guided walks from the train last year, we celebrated the 30th anniversary of Dales Rail on 7 May 2005 with a series of guided walks and a buffet at the Station Inn, Ribblehead. We shall also be selling special commemorative mugs to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Friends of DalesRail. Are there any more anniversaries to come? Joyce will no doubt keep us informed!

This year also saw the advent of another rail company, Northern. Members of the committee have had several successful meetings with representatives during the year and are very heartened by the positive attitude to walkers from all lines which is being promoted. As a measure of their commitment they have donated a number of train tickets for the annual dinner and we have also received our full complement of tickets for the Saturday trains. We look forward to a long and happy partnership.

Nationally, this year saw the completion, on 31 October, of the opening up of access land under the CROW Act. Six thousand square miles of  mountain, moor and heathland have now been made accessible to the general public. Locally, the beginning of Right to Roam in the Yorkshire Dales and Nidderdale AONB was celebrated with an Access Event in Nidderdale on 28 May 2005. Since the beginning of the implementation of the Act many of us have been able to enjoy walks in hitherto untrodden territory thanks to imaginative and innovative walk leaders. We have gained new perspectives of the land we live and walk in and we are grateful to them.

Another initiative which affects us as walkers is the progress of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill or NERC as it is known. One of its main propositions is that motorised vehicle drivers can no longer claim freedom of access on the basis that a lane was once used by horses and carts. The bad news is that no end date for the ‘horse and cart rule’ has yet been set, although the Lords recently proposed an amendment that only those claims submitted prior to the Bill’s introduction on 19 May 2005 should be investigated, although there is a move to set the date back to 9 December 2003, the publication date of the Consultation Document. Another proposition is that National Park Authorities rather than County Councils will have the power to apply Traffic Regulation Orders.

 Locally, the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Alliance works hard to test the claims coming to the National Park and is now part of a national group, the Green Lanes Protection Group, campaigning on a national basis to get recreational motorised vehicles banned from green lanes. The four experimental Traffic Regulation Orders imposed on green lanes in the Dales have been extended for another 12 months. If the NERC Bill had already become law, the Yorkshire Dales National Park would have been able to make them permanent but the motion was defeated by one vote from North Yorkshire County Council. In addition, 5 year Traffic Regulation Orders have now been imposed on Blubberhouses Moor which should enable the moor to recover from its recent devastation and once more be an amenity which equestrians, mountain bikers and walkers can enjoy in peace.

Closer to home, the committee has held a meeting each month this year but, after having to change venue from the Adelphi to the Grove due to improvement works, has continued to meet at the Grove. The committee continues to work well as a team, each member displaying his or her particular talents to good effect.

 As usual Philip has made a splendid job of maintaining the website and ensuring that it is always up to date and interesting. Lewis continues to mastermind the weekends and Classic Lakes Walks with his usual aplomb, Penny and Glennys continue to plot their way through the minefield of train walks and walk leaders, Brian Hall survives the angst of ensuring that coaches are neither too full nor too empty, Joyce and Diane Taylor ensure that publicity gets to the right places and that anniversaries are celebrated, Elizabeth quietly keeps an eye on membership numbers and Martin keeps us on a financially straight road, racing ahead as ever. Trevor, who has edited and produced the newsletter very efficiently for many years, has now decided to let his nails grow and pass the keyboard to Pat Bottomley. We thank him for all his hard work and apologise for the times we have not met his printing deadlines. He will continue as a member of the committee and will still produce the coach walk maps. These have become increasingly sophisticated with the advent of new technology, and we are grateful to Trevor for introducing us to this as a bit of string or thumb lengths are not always the best way of measuring the mileage. I am handing in my secretary hat but it has not yet found a head to land on. I shall continue to wear my walk-reporting hat, so I shall still be keeping an eye open on walks for good copy. I have enjoyed my time as secretary. The committee is an easy one to work with and this is due in no small measure to the chairman, David. I should like to pay tribute to his thoughtful and calm chairmanship which ensures that committee meetings are run smoothly and effectively. We are very lucky to have him. Long may he continue. I am sure that he will steer us successfully through the next two years. With all of you I look forward to another year of good walking and good companionship 



                                                                                                    Diane Exley.

………………………………………

Report from the EVENTS SECRETARY

Once again this has been a great year for Friends of Dalesrail.  I hope I am not repeating a lot of what David and Diane have already said about our activities this year. Many thanks, Diane for your hard work the last few years. You will be missed.

Indeed, we have had our one off events like the 30th Anniversary of Dales Rail on May 7th but largely this has been the usual large choice of activities enjoyed by members and members of the public.  None of this could have been arranged without the help of loyal and committed members. There is a lot of time and effort put into running this club and we have a lot of people to help. 

Those members and members of the public who enjoy our regular walks from the trains seem to be increasing year after year. This is extremely encouraging especially as it is our prime concern to ensure the Settle Carlisle line stays open. Indeed the stations continue to look well maintained and loved and for that we have a particular big thank you to Friends of Settle Carlisle line.  We also continue to get good numbers on the Morecambe and Caldervale line. And our Thursday walks, organised by Alan Jagger, which also use some train lines are as popular as ever.  There are many people I would like to thank for the success of these walks, but really big thanks you goes to the leaders and backups. We have had a welcome fresh input into our list of leaders, but there is always a need for more volunteers so we don’t expect too much of existing leaders. Please let me know it you would like to volunteer.  

Planning for the 2007 will begin in the New Year.  I have been getting some useful suggestions from members for walks.  Please let me know if you find any walks you would like us to consider for the programme. I should like to thank Diane Exley and Dave Sherborne for organising our train passes and Carola Maddox for sending out the leader’s reports  

This year we had our annual Leaders Meeting at the Adelphi in Leeds. We are having the 2006 version of this on Monday March 13th at the Grove, Leeds.  It has been the custom for the committee to meet in at the Grove for the last few months and we thought it may an idea to use the Grove for the Leaders meeting also, particularly as we are not charged for the room and they serve real ale.  Please try to come to this meeting if you can.  You do not have to be a leader or backup, and this is an ideal opportunity to discuss the way we plan and lead our walks. As usual Dr Penny Smith will bring along a friend of hers, Annie in order to demonstrate resuscitation  

Once again our coach trips have been a real success, visiting places as diverse as Glossop and Helmsley and next year some of the places we are going to are Pooley Bridge and Whitby. These are organised by Brian Hall who does an excellent job compiling the list of locations, negotiating with the coach company, looking after the bookings and sorting out leaders and backups.  Demand for seats on coach trips is very high and you are advised to book early.

The weekends this year have been very popular and we have been to Eskdale, Peebles and Yarm. It never ceases to amaze me how Lewis Handford and Yvonne Wade manage to find amazing places to walk and good accommodation. But I know they get a lot of recommendations from members, so if you know anywhere please let them know. It has to be big enough to take up to 50 walkers. This year we are going to Betws y Coed, and Ireland and Bamburgh.  I should like to give a big thank you to Lewis and Yvonne and a special thank you to Pat Wilson, who takes the bookings and allocates rooms.  I know it’s not an easy job.  

Again this year, throughout the spring and summer months Louise and Yvonne have organised Classic Lakes Walks., which have proved very popular especially with this who are lucky enough not be working through the week.  

Other events we have had this year deserve a mention. In January we attempted to have our New Year dinner at the Falcon Hotel but unfortunately the weather had other ideas.  The trains were not running to Settle because of flooding so we had to rethink our plans. Some stalwarts managed to get there and there was one walk and a meal. Fortunately the Falcon was very understanding and refunded those members who couldn’t make it.  Next January we shall be returning to the Falcon once again and having three walks and also as usual a walk at Slaidburn on the Sunday.

And of course our 30th Anniversary celebration of Dales Rail in May was a real success.  We had number of walks and activities organised and an excellent buffet at the Station Inn at Ribblehead. I hope you are keeping up with these anniversaries because Joyce Broughton, our anniversary guru has advised us of our 25th Anniversary of Friends of Dalesrail. You will of course by now be aware that we have a mug for sale. Some of you may have got the 20th anniversary version so you can add it to your collection. I think you will agree that they are very good.

I should like to give a big Thank you to Philip Birtwistle who keeps our website up to date on almost a daily basis.  I certainly use it to remind me what I happening.  Please try to look at it an even to contact us with suggestions for the website or walks.

Happy walking in 2006.

**********************************

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 27 November 2005

Present: G Ash, P Birtwistle, J Broughton, D Exley, T Grimston, B Hall, L Handford,

               M Housley, P Lucas, E Myers, D Sherborne, D Taylor

65 members present.

1 Chairman’s welcome: David Sherborne welcomed all members to the meeting. He gave a brief outline of the day and then welcomed the guest speaker, Peter Smith.

2 Apologies: Margot Clark, John Crouch, Ted Diggle, Sheena and Graham Frost, Martin and Diane Hirst, Ian Hull, Alan and Kath Jagger, Anne Parker, Alan Sutcliffe.

3 Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General meeting 2004: These were accepted as a true record proposed by Joan Thompson, seconded by Pat Bottomley.

4 Reports of Officers:



a)  Hon. Secretary: The secretary gave an overview of the year, mentioning the unseasonal nature of the weather and the celebration of the 30th anniversary of Dales Rail on 7 May and the commemorative mugs to be sold in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Friends of DalesRail. She also spoke about the very positive relationship developing with Northern and the national initiatives such as the CRoW Act and the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill which will have an impact on walkers. She then thanked all the members of the committee for their contributions during the year, announcing that Trevor Grimston will no longer edit the newsletter but will remain on the committee. Pat Bottomley will edit the newsletter in future. She paid particular tribute to David Sherborne for his quiet and effective chairmanship.




b)  Hon Events Secretary: The events secretary stressed the wide range of events open to members and thanked the many loyal and committed members who helped to make the organisation successful. The numbers walking from the train continue to increase and the stations continue to be maintained, thanks to FoSCL. A fresh influx of leaders and backups has come forward this year but more are always needed. The leaders and backups meeting this year will take place at The Grove on 13 March. Next year’s coach programme is now complete and weekends are planned in Betws-y-Coed and Bamburgh with a longer stay during the summer in Ireland. She announced a moderately strenuous walk on 28 December from the Settle-Carlisle Line which had not reached the calendar.




c)  Hon Treasurer: The Hon. Treasurer presented the accounts, pointing out that there has been a small loss this year but a balance of over £6,500 still remains for contingency purposes. He thanked Douglas Robinson for being such an enthusiastic scrutineer . The accounts were agreed as a true record, proposed by Pat Wilson and seconded by David Hopkins.

6 Subscription levels for 2005/2006: The committee agreed that the subscription level should remain at £5 per household. Elizabeth Myers expressed her thanks to all those who had paid their subscriptions prior to the meeting.

7 Election of Officers for 2 year period 2005/2007: David Sherborne agreed to continue as chairman. Diane Exley resigned her post as secretary and, at present, there is no replacement. The chairman thanked Diane for her contribution as secretary over the last six years.
8 Election of Committee Members for 2 year period 2005/2007: Glennys Ash, Joyce Broughton, Trevor Grimston, Brian Hall and Lewis Handford all agreed to stand and are re-elected. 

Election of Scrutineer: Douglas Robinson agreed to continue for the next year.

9 Any other business:




a) Expenses for leaders: The question of the level of expenses for leaders was raised. It was agreed to discuss this at the next committee meeting. Members were invited to make their opinions known to members of the committee.




b) Settle Railway station: It was agreed to write to Northern to enquire why all facilities were closed in the evening




c) Martin Housley gave notice of a Hands on Nature programme on the tagging of red kites at Harewood.




d) Members were urged to buy their celebratory mugs costing £4 each.




e) Annual Dinner: Northern has donated 12 free rail tickets for this event. Anyone who is going and would like to take advantage of this offer was asked to give their name to the chairman. If necessary, there will be a draw after lunch.




f) The next Thursday walk will be from Gargrave on 1 December. The next Calderdale Line walk will be on 4 December.  Details are on the calendar and the website.




g) A new company, Oakleaf from Barnsley, has been hired for the monthly Sunday coaches.




h) The holiday to Ireland in August is now fully booked.

10 Closure of meeting: The chairman pronounced the formal part of the meeting closed and introduced the guest speaker, Peter Smith, from the Mountain Rescue Association, who gave an entertaining account of his life and work with the Mountain Rescue Team.

Excellent Company!

Stimulating Conversation!

Fancy a night out with all of the above?

Come to the Leaders and Backups Meeting

at the Grove Public House, Leeds

on Monday 13th March 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

Any members welcome to discuss the

current and future walks programme.

We particularly need more volunteers

to lead and backup our walks.

Possible Agenda

Current programme.

New programme 2007.

Leaders responsibilities.

First Aid refresher and guest appearance of Annie.

Any other ideas as requested by the members.

Events Secretary    -    Penny Lucas

The address of the GROVE HOTEL is : - Back Row, LEEDS 11 and it is just by the Halifax Offices as you come off the M621 for LEEDS CITY CENTRE.

AUTUMN WEEKEND – 2006

For our final weekend in 2006 the venue is BAMBURGH, Northumberland.    This area is always enjoyable with varied walks on the moor and coast to look forward to. A pleasant hotel has been found and should provide good value at a price of £90 for the weekend.

A separate booking form is enclosed with the newsletter.

Please note ADDRESS to return the booking form.

                                                                                                             Lewis Hanford.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

A WAVE too many!!

An enthusiastic walker arrives at Leeds Railway Station.  He got on the train and put his rucksack on a seat, halfway down the coach.  He noticed that the windows were extremely dirty, so knowing the system well – more coaches would need to be coupled on, which would take time, he decided to get off the train to clean ‘his window’ with paper tissues. He heard a whistle, but thought it was another train setting off. He went on happily cleaning his window. SUDDENLY the window moved away from his hand.     The train set off with his rucksack, but without him and the guard waved to him.  He went to Customer Services to report that his rucksack was on the way to Carlisle and asked if it could be taken off the train at Skipton. When the officer queried where he had been sitting he said “tell them to look on the seats near to the ‘clean’ window”. Other walkers on the train asked the guard why their colleague had been left on the platform.  A bemused guard replied     ‘I thought he was waving off a passenger on the train’.

Our enthusiastic walker travelled on the next train to Skipton and was reunited with his rucksack. He was delighted to meet an unofficial group of ‘DalesRail Moderate Walkers’ who were going to Malham by bus from Skipton Railway Station. He spent an enjoyable day with them, so all was not lost and he finally caught up with the group he should have walked with at SETTLE Station.

However the moral of this story is NEVER make ASSUMPTIONS about trains or leave your belongings  on  one!!?                                                                                                      (Guess Who!!?)                                                  

It has also been suggested that he could be employed by Northern Trains as their ‘star’ window cleaner

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

.

A ‘well’ embarrassed group.

      Group walking through Giggleswick with extremely muddy boots. One experienced walker made his way to a well. The group followed and started washing their boots. Suddenly the owner of the house nearby appeared and said do you know the history of this well? We were all very interested to hear this, but continued washing our boots!! 

“The villagers are responsible for keeping the water in this well clean” he announced. We quickly changed the subject by enquiring about other things of interest in the village and beat a hasty retreat!!
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

MEMORIES OF A DEAR FRIEND

and an update of train walks.

Hello, I am back.

                            First I would like to inform members of the death of a senior member of our organization. Thomas Wall, (Tommy Wall). To those who had the pleasure of knowing Tom I am sure they will agree he was one of the friendliest persons one could have ever known. A man who always greeted you with a warm smile, a humorous chat, a person who on meeting a complete stranger would have their full life story in minutes and make them feel at home, a person who never made a bad remark about anyone. He paid special attention to the ladies, in the friendliest way, (with a little twinkle in the eye) made them feel at home, would soon have them in conversation and always made sure they enjoyed the day. I heard one lady describe him as The Perfect Gentleman, a comment I think we all agree with. Tom shall be missed, along with other members and friends who at this time of year are in our thoughts.

     A good year for walking, not so well with health, a few problems, probably connected with old age creeping on but they now seem to be improving. Apologies to all those who I have upset and have been grumpy to, this is not intentional.

      Over the year the walks on the line seem to have become more popular, we have had more people walking with us, complete strangers have come along and enjoyed the day, various nationalities have come on the walks with some returning for more punishment both physical and verbal. Sometimes we have as many as 30 plus persons but would always welcome more, this sometimes poses a problem at stiles but gives people time to chat and have a laugh.

     Saturdays walk 17/12/05  Skipton Circular. 24 bodies off on 10 miles moderate in good weather, well protected against the cold and in good heart. A steady walk across fields to Carlton, ‘A’ walkers champing at the bit, through the village up a long steady climb on paths I have not used before, turning round one had a panoramic view of Skipton, Sharp Haw, Rough Haw and way up to Inglborough and beyond. A short stop for elevenses and passing round of biscuits (chocolate) a few jovial comments and we were off. Still climbing steadily with a good view of Pen-y-ghent and Ingleborough behind us, we then turned left descending to Lothersdale, (guess what) we turned right and climbed out of Lothersdale.

 Lunch was taken after a short climb, wait a minute what’s this? Smoke rising from a body lying flat on the ground, have heard of internal combustion but never seen it, could someone have lit a fire to stay warm, no its only Penny S---- having a drag. Forward on to the moor turning right heading towards Elslack (some of these names) turning right again towards Carlton, one of the group having a problem with a knee, on reaching Carlton our friend Gordon arranged a lift to Skipton for our wounded walker. The rest of us continued on over the river and back to Skipton.

     A good walk on some new paths good weather good company led by John Gramshaw and backed up by Derek Little or Little Derek,  thanks to you both.

                                                                                                                                          The Pain.      

***************************************

COACH WALKS

Sunday 20 November 2005


     Buckden

Starting from Kettlewell, ‘A’ party slid their way up to Old Cote Moor Top where a refreshingly icy breeze cooled their fevered brows. Ice-skating skills were honed as they negotiated treacherous bogs which had become treacherous slabs of ice likely to give way beneath the unwary foot. Stone-walling experts rushed to repair the indentations in the walls, optimistically called stiles, as members of the party heaved themselves across the breach. And if they thought that was hard, more exciting times were to come on the long, knee-straining descent into Yockenthwaite, strewn with icy limestone, grass and mud. Having survived that, the journey back through Cray to Buckden was tame by comparison and only six members bore unmistakable signs of having succumbed to the pleasures of a mud bath. Thanks to David and Carola for safe leading.                                                                                              Diane Exley

***********************************

Sunday November 20th 2005      -        ‘C’ Party Walk – BUCKDEN

Another lovely walk on what was a crisp, frosty and cold but sunny winters day along

The riverside from Starbottom to Buckden to pick up Stuart, Paddy and Margaret and

partake of an early lunch. Then on to Hubberholme and Cray before returning to

Buckden and a welcome, warming cup of tea. Thanks to Stan and Kath for their

leadership.                                                                                            Joan Thompson

                                        **********************************

Sunday December 18th 2005        -     ‘C’ Party Walk – RIPON         

This was a lovely easy walk up to Studley Roger then Studley Royal and through the deer park before returning by the side of the river back into Ripon.  Usually on the pre Christmas walk we have a ‘fuddle’ but this year we decided to have a proper Christmassy lunch at the Unicorn Hotel in Ripon, this was very good and enjoyed by all.  Thanks to Denis and Betty for leading the walk.

                                                                                                              Joan Thompson

*************************************

OCTOBER WEEKEND

21 – 23 October 2005                              Yarm

The rain was torrential but 40+ members of the Friends of DalesRail steered their various ways to Yarm on Friday. It was a bit disappointing to find that the beautiful Georgian buildings of Yarm were hidden behind the gipsy caravans and the miscellaneous exciting machines which went to make up Yarm Fair.

However, the hotel was a delight - comfortable rooms and very helpful staff. And best of all was the leisure centre where those who felt that they were not already wet enough decided to go the whole hog and get wet all over. Many options were available and full advantage was taken of all of them including a relaxing vibrator, we understand. Dinner followed and was judged a success and we prepared for the morrow hoping that the skies would clear a bit.

They did not. We woke to streaming rain and, waterproofed to the eyeballs, we put our best foot forward and stepped into the coach.

‘A Walk.

 ‘A’ party alighted at Battersby Junction and steamed vertically up to the Cleveland Way. Rumour had it that there were very good views from the top and indeed, as we progressed, forests and vales came floating tantalisingly into view for minutes at a time. There were even times when the rain stopped and people’s heads appeared from beneath hoods. A late, but well planned lunch at Kildale Station was enlivened by the sight of one of the thrice daily trains passing through. More excitement was to follow as we struck out for Captain Cook’s monument at the dizzy height of 324m. Roseberry Topping beckoned us next, looking much more mountain-like as we approached than when seen from afar. After that there was no holding us and we made a quick dash to the comfort of the teashop and pub at Great Ayton – where it was still raining hard.

                                                                                                           Diane Exley

*************************************

‘B’ walk 

Sunday dawned misty and obscure. The optimists thought it was clearing up but those in the know set off for the comforts of home. ‘A’ party clambered up to the Cleveland Way from Osmotherley and set off over Black Hambleton, not so much black as white and misty. The pheasants knew a thing or two and wisely kept to the valley. The going was easy but the viewing was blurred. The leader promised to stop before Sutton Bank and we almost believed her. However, an executive decision was taken at the turn off for Kepwick and we sidled down the road to the valley and then to the comparative comfort of the churchyard at Nether Silton for lunch. As we made our way to the interestingly isolated church of Over Silton shades of the grassy fields of Leek sprang to mind, although the slurry was of better quality and depth and the stiles definitely required a more acrobatic disposition. Osmotherley was soon reached and, after rest and refreshment at the watering holes, we made our various ways home to be greeted by sunshine.

Beautiful countryside, well-planned walks and the comforts of a well run hotel made this a very enjoyable weekend. We may not have made it to the wedding disco or the Fair but who needs extras like that? Thanks to the leaders and backups for their extra work on our behalf and thanks to Lewis and Yvonne for their organisational expertise and attention to detail in the planning of the weekend.


                                                                Diane Exley

*************************************

LATE NEWS - HOT OFF THE PRESS!!
I have just received information entitled ‘New Rail+Bus Tickets in Wharfedale’  It seems we will be able to travel by train to Skipton and continue to Grassington, Buckden etc. for an extra £3.00, using a ticket bought at a station on Leeds/Ilkley or Leeds/Skipton lines from 2-1-06,   To find out more about this exciting venture contact the following groups on their websites : -                                                              The Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Group – www.dalesbus.org or  www.dalesbusramblers.org.uk                                                            
Friends of DalesRail Walking Group                 www.friendsofdalesrail.org  (go into Link)

                                                                                                            Joyce Broughton

ODE TO WALKERS

DalesRail is a fine walking club.

For many it is our life’s hub.

We walk many miles.

Climb dozens of stiles.

And finish the day in a pub.

There was a young man from Gargrave.

Who thought he was ever so brave.

He climbed Striding Edge.

But fell off a ledge.

As can be read on a stone on his grave.

There was a young man from Settle.

Who thought he was in fine fettle.

He climbed the Three Peaks.

Ten times in two weeks.

Then soaked his sore feet in some dettol.        

There was an old man from Long Preston.

Who walked with nowt but a vest on.

The girls all did stare.

T see him so bare.

And wished he would put all the rest on.

A wimpy young hiker from Ripon.

Had trousers with many a zip on.

He had pockets galore.

But still wanted more.

When refused he’d walk with a lip on.

There was a young hiker from Cray

There was a young man from Hawes.

Who always would walk out of doors.

He strode up and down.

Though never in town.

‘Cos he loved to stride ‘cross the moors. 

There was a young man from Gayle.

Who loved every inch of Yordale.

From Penhill to Dodd Fell.

He knew it so well.

To delight him it never could fail.

There was a young lady from Keld.

At dancing she really excelled.

Her jive and her twist.

Were not to be missed.

She won every contest they held.

There was a young man from Feizor.

Who always walked in a blazer.

With straw hat and bow tie.

He looked a swell of a guy.

That natty young man from Feizor.

There was an old man from Cosh.

Who never was known to wash.

His neck was all grimy.

His hands were all slimy.

That filthy old man from Cosh.


Who went out walking one day.

He fell in a bog.

Grabbed hold of a log.

But still drowned, I’m sorry to say.

         


Could I at this point introduce myself as your new editor for the Newsletter.  My Name is Pat Bottomley and I live in Silsden, I have been walking very happily with DalesRail for about 10 years . 

If you would like to submit a short story to the Newsletter please e-mail it to patbottomley@fsmail.net using Microsoft Word, or type it and send it to my address on the Committee Sheet enclosed.

Comments on any aspect of the Newsletter are welcome.
                          


HAPPY NEW YEAR


January 2006























Ray Woodcraft











              STOP PRESS


If you have not received your calendar for 2006 please write to :- Elizabeth Myers,


35, Waincliffe Drive,


LEEDS LS11 8ET. 


Please send £5.00 cheque made payable to Friends of DalesRail.





www.friendsofdalesrail.org








We still have commemorative


mugs for sale at £4.00 each. Please contact our secretary, Diane Taylor – 0113 2931924
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