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The first few months of this year have been very eventful and I feel I must start by giving grateful thanks 

to all those members, committee and otherwise who have helped the club pull through.  The sudden 

death of Lewis Handford shocke

d us all and will be mentioned frequently throughout the newsletter, but 

it made us realize even more all the work he had done for the club and in particular the organisation of 

the weekends and the Classic Lakes Walks.  We will surely all miss his friends

hip, loyalty, the banter 

and the controversial thoughts made over a quiet drink(s) after an excellent day’s walking.

 

With the Shap weekend imminent there was obvious concern.  However there was a general rallying 

around and we had a good weekend.  The Isle

 of Wight week in August is definitely on and if anyone 

else wishes to come please contact me. The second event was the news that Brian Hall wished to 

relinquish the running of the coaches, and this combined with the apparent lack of interest in attending 

recent coach trips meant that this had to be tackled.  Volunteers to take over this job have come forward 

and so this will again continue.  Thirdly, just to add to our concerns about running trains from the Settle

-

Carlisle line this year it was suddenly an

nounced that the line from Leeds to Shipley would be closed on 

Easter Saturday; this was when we were geared for 3 walks to welcome summer.  However thanks 

particularly to Philip and Diane Taylor the leaders were warned and full information was also put on

 the 

website.  We also tried to get Radio Leeds interested in giving out the announcements.

 

 

The other recent celebration was that the Thursday walks instigated by Alan Jagger have reached their 

10

th

 anniversary; the event, combined with a significant Alan

 birthday was gloriously celebrated on 

Simon’s Seat in superb weather.

 

 

All in all the club survives these adversaries and goes from strength to strength; however please do not 

take your club for granted, keep supporting the events and if you think you can

 help please do so!
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This photograph was taken on our ‘Shap Weekend’
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                                                                                                                                   David Sherborne. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Event Secretary’s Report:

A belated Happy New Year and congratulations to all of the club for such a successful start to 2007, in spite of the problems with the trains and the restrictions those have placed on the club in terms of access to our usual walking areas.  Our thanks got to the leaders for the excellent routes.

Numbers on the walks have remained high all winter, with many new faces joining the regulars.  The website is working well and bringing new members into the club.  Philip is to be thanked for keeping this up to date and being quick off the mark in giving out information about train alterations.

The New Year Dinner at Steeton Hall was a great success.  The club was made to feel very welcome and there was plenty of room.  The walks were excellent, and a big thank you to the leaders.  For many the area was unknown territory.  It is planned to hold the annual dinner there next year.

The walk leaders’ meeting was well attended and very useful.  A folder of walks from other lines and other forms of public transport has been compiled—a big thank you to those who have sent in suggestions.  These have all been passed on to the walks co-ordinator and it is planned to use many of these during the disruption on the line during the autumn.  At the meeting it was suggested that there should be a second strenuous walk on the programme each month, and that these could be into other areas from other train lines.  It is planned to take up this suggestion in the 2008 walks programme.  The meeting also concluded that it would be a good idea for walk leaders with large groups (sometimes in the 30s) to appoint a ‘middleman’ on the day to help to keep the group together, and if possible to have a spare copy of the route for him/her.  Thanks go to those who brought the refreshments, making this a very sociable occasion.

The Shap weekend was excellent.  The Shap Wells Hotel is set in beautiful grounds with waterfalls and a monument commemorating Victoria’s accession.  The Deputy Manager gave us an interesting talk on the history of the hotel and its use as a prison camp for young German officers.  The weather was stunning all weekend and the scenery wonderful.  All groups enjoyed excellent walks round or along the top of Haweswater on the Saturday, starting with a perfect, and very rare, mirror-reflection of the hills in the water—(I hope those who took photographs are going to share them on the website.)  The Sunday walk on Shap Fells was enjoyed by both groups and ventures into the ‘other’ Borrowdale—unspoilt and isolated—may well inspire a future coach trip.  Our thanks especially go to Yvonne and to Lewis for organising such a perfect weekend during their very difficult last few months.

The coach walks continue to go well, though members have dropped off during the winter.  Now why is that?  We have been to a number of different locations.  Don’t let that put you off!  All the walks have been first class and it is always a challenge and a change to look at less familiar areas.  All the suggestions have come from requests made by regular coach supporters, so have faith that they know what they are talking about!  There are plenty of places on the coach at present, so please ring up to book one—note the change to the contact number:

The club has an excellent walks programme to enjoy and by the time you read this we shall be walking from up the line again and into the summer.  The next big event is the week in the Isle of Wight, which I’m sure will be very successful.  I understand there are still places available and if you would like to book contact Pat Wilson or David Sherborne.

If you have ideas for walks or events—or improvements to what we do—please feel free to contact me.

                                                     Diane Taylor

                                                     Tel: 0113 2931924     diane.taylor350@ntlworld.com
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

BIRDS OF PREY UPDATE

In the last issue we discussed the ‘Birds of Prey’ at Blea Moor signal box above Ribblehead.   At this time the R.S.P.C.A had telephoned one of our members saying that a new law was about to come out giving inspectors more powers. This law ‘The Animal Welfare Act’, came into force on April 6th in England and means that ‘everyone who is responsible for an animal has a legal obligation to ensure they are well cared for: including proper food and water, veterinary treatment when necessary, and safe, sheltered accommodation.’ We sincerely hope that this applies to the Eagle Owl and the Harris Hawks at Blea Moor. Birds of Prey should not be kept in cramped cages, if they do not fly anymore they still need the space to spread their wings and they should have clean drinking water, all I have ever seen is stagnant dark green water and really dirty cages. There is more information in the new ANIMAL WELFARE ACT leaflet which says the ‘P’ in R.S.P.C.A. stands for Prevention. Now we can use the law to prevent more animals from suffering. I have put another call into the R.S.P.C.A. and also one to the North Yorkshire Police – Wild Life Liason Officer, and sincerely hope that this new ‘Act’ saves these birds from the miserable lives they have now.   Contact Numbers, if any members feel the need to report neglected birds or animals are : -     R.S.P.C.A                         -   0870 5555999                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                             Wild Life Liason Officer   -  0845 6060247 (Leyburn Ex. 4386 – North Yorks. Police)
                                                                                                                           ‘Birds of Prey Champions’

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

                                                    A superb achievement
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Lewis.

I have been over-whelmed with all the good wishes and sympathy I have received from the ‘Friends’  throughout Lewis’s illness, and the support of so many at his funeral. The words have given me so much strength and comfort – Thank you all.

Lewis would wish us to carry on by his example and this we managed to do at the recent weekend in Shap. He always played to win, had a profound sense of humour and earlier this year kept saying he had many mountains to climb. Sadly these are now denied him.                                                                  Lewis is at rest now and free from the suffering he bore so stoically.                                                                 He will be greatly missed.

Audrey S. a long time friend, sent me the following moving tribute which I feel is so appropriate.

    “On high mountains, on wide open spaces, at every photogenic view, wherever a bird flies

      or a wild flower grows, in every friendly pub, at musical concerts or opera performances,

      with friends in wind or sun (but not the rain)  here is Lewis.”

                                                                                                                                                           Yvonne.

HOLIDAYS and WEEKENDS 2007

Isle of Wight

There are still some vacancies in double or twin rooms on the weeks holiday to Shanklin, commencing Friday 24th August, 2007.

The cost of £450 includes 7 nights dinner, bed and breakfast accommodation and return coach travel.

The Island offers varied terrain to appeal to all abilities. If anyone is interested please complete and return the enclosed booking form by June 8th. 

For those who have already booked, the final balance will be requested, to be paid by 8th June.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Anglesey 

As you are aware from the calendar, our Autumn break is in Beaumaris, 19th- 22nd October.

We will be spending three nights at the Best Western Hotel on a dinner, bed and breakfast basis at a cost of £150 per person. Single supplement - £15 in total.

Although Anglesey is not known for its mountainous terrain, South Stack on the northern coast is a well known nature reserve with high cliffs. There is a walk round the island, of which some stages look very interesting. There are also walks which follow saints and pilgrim trails. Again,  a weekend to suit all abilities.

A booking form is enclosed and I look forward to your usual enthusiastic response.

                                                                                                                                  Yvonne Wade.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Club Weekends

Please note that John Crouch has kindly offered to take over the running of the club weekends.  If you have any ideas of future places to visit or wish to help in some other way, please contact him.

                                                                                                                                  David Sherborne.
VISIT TO SHAP WELLS – MARCH 2007
It was with some trepidation that we all set off for Shap Wells; would the holiday seem the same without Lewis?  How would it be organised?

The arrival to the hotel confirmed that this was an unusual hotel, big, rambling and miles from anywhere.  The early impressions were not good as a majority of the rooms were not ready and people had to hang around in the lounge.  In retrospect this may not have been a bad thing as the gathering throng were able to talk to each other and break the ice.  Members dealt with the problems in their own ways; one by shouting at the staff and others by getting free drinks from the bar!

Eventually everyone received their room and normal service was resumed.  Dinner was served promptly and food and service were fine.  After the meal the usual announcements were made; Alan Jagger kindly took over the introductions, giving welcomes to everyone, especially newcomers.  Brief words were said for Lewis and the whole weekend was to be enjoyed in his memory.  Then the next day’s arrangements were agreed and people could decide on their preferences.  Yvonne then said a few words thanking the club for all the support over the last year.  Then to the bar!!

The next day the coach left on time, dropped off the “C” party into Joyce’s tender mercies and the rest were left on the banks of Haweswater.

The A party set off first as usual and after a brief flat stroll along the water’s edge set off for the peaks, up Swindale trying to keep pace with Martin off in front.  The party managed to knock off Selside, Harter Fell and Mosedale amongst others before finally getting to High Street. However upon getting to a flat bit Martin promptly led us all down the steepest ridge he could find, Two hours later we were back at Haweswater BUT not at the coach.  A further hour’s walk finally got us to the coach where the “B” party were “patiently” waiting; they were not too keen on the “A” party being late!  The unusual feature of the walk was that Christina and Yvonne were at the back all day (a real first), both backing up.

However we all made the hotel in time for a drink, wash, etc. before another good meal.  After the meal there was an entertaining presentation about the history of the hotel, including the health benefits of the spa and its use as a prisoner of war camp.  

On the Sunday a much smaller “A” party set off in cars for Greenholme to explore new regions of the Lakes, climbing was much less than the day before but the sudden views of Borrowdale (the one near Shap) were no less spectacular.  A major hiccup was avoided when the diplomatic skills of Christina allowed us to walk a vital section of the route.  On the map it is a white track, but when we got there it was clearly signed as private with the owner standing by; still diplomacy prevailed and from then on there were no major problems so the cars were safely rediscovered.  People then split up to make their own ways home.

Thanks to everyone for making it so special.  Particular thanks to Martin, John, Christina, Joyce and Derek for leading and for Yvonne for being there and helping.  All in all a good celebration to Lewis who managed to control the weather very well.                                                                       David Sherborne.
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Train Walks 2007

                                                                                                                                                                       Settle to Hellifield – 24th  February.

Arrive Skipton, bus to Settle where we waited a short while for the second bus (more walkers) 24 bodies in all. Not the best of weather but not unbearable, a brisk walk through Settle and then a steep climb up Constitution Hill, (not that it did my constitution any good) moaning and groaning from some of our not too fit walkers, all ignored, a steady climb up the hill, for those who chose not to rush, taking our first tea brake below Attermire in the dry. Turning right over Sugar Loaf hill with good views over the valley towards Pendle, left on the road to Scaleber Force with a short stop to have a look, forward on to Langber Lane, now we were confident in not getting lost, here lunch was taken. Langber Lane being a fair distance in length it is amazing when you look round to suddenly realize that a lot of work has been done in tree planting and preservation, building of walls, strengthening of banking and information boards.

Bookilber Barn now seems to be in a more advanced stage of renovation having taken a lot of years to reach its present condition, it looks very impressive. Forward on the track turning right towards Hellifield Moor Top, at this point Deryck decided to grease his sticks and he was off (had he smelt the beer) heading towards Haw Lane we had to pass through a herd of Highland Cattle these are most docile and did not show a lot of interest in our party (what is there to see) entering Hellifield and in to the pub, (Black Horse) we are always made welcome and they do serve tea. As the train times are not precise at the moment some of our party caught the service bus while the rest of us had another pint. Finally after feeling refreshed we headed for the train, what train!! It was not there, Joyce off down to the signal box, a few shouts and info was that it had been cancelled, a call from Deryck to the help line, they said they would call back, this they did to inform us that a bus would pick us up at the bottom of the road in ten mins, guess what it arrived. Luxury travel with a humorous driver and a pleasant journey to Skipton so Northern came up with the goods and we were not much out of time. A pleasant day a little rain a little inconvenience a good pint what more could you ask at our age. Thanks Joyce and Glennis plus those on the walk.

                                                                                                                                                                       The Pain.

3 March - Ilkley Circular via Addingham High Moor & Beamsley Beacon
A welcome change of scenery, decent weather forecast and a short train journey within the West Yorks Metro boundary were excuse enough for 31 (yes 31) keen Dalesrailers to mass at Ilkley station for this strenuous walk. A short climb to walk along the ridge via the Swastika stone towards Addingham Moor brought clear, far reaching views followed by a sharp descent after morning coffee to Addingham village with its pretty church and suspension bridge. Following the adage what goes down goes up, an ascent across fields and woodland to reach the lunch stop above Langbar with distant views across to Otley Chevin. Continuing upwards the top of Beamsley Beacon brought a breathtaking 360 degree panorama toward Bolton Abbey and across to Pendle Hill; the human caravan of Dalesrailers making good speed on moorland paths to Round Hill, from where Emley Moor Transmitter and the cooling towers at Drax, Eggborough and Ferrybridge Power stations could be seen in the far distance. From Lippersley Ridge the unmistakable "golf" balls of Menwith Hill were visible and further away the White Horse at Kilburn could just about be made out. After a final break it was downhill in dazzling sunlight reflecting mirror-like off March Gyll reservoir to Ilkley and refuelling of the hand pulled variety at the Bar t'at to reflect on a superb walk enjoyed by all.                                                                                 Report by Ian Hull – Photos on our website.  
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Gargrave Circular 10th March 2007

The Gargrave circular walk on the 10th March was a celebratory event for the leader, Glennys, for whom it was a significant birthday and the start of a life of leisure. 25 eager walkers and one dog set off from the station on a bright, crisp, spring morning for what was going to be a ‘party on the hoof’.

The ground underfoot wasn’t as muddy as we have experienced in the past few weeks, which was a pleasant change. The merry band of walkers arrived at Flasby in good time for the morning break when the party commenced. Corks popped, champagne flowed, chocolates were distributed, speeches were made and gifts presented.  What a presentation. Eric did the honours and proposed the toast, then proceeded to demonstrate his gift of a chastity belt – a ‘Pound Shop’ best buy. Other useful gifts followed and as it had been stipulated that no one was to spend more than a pound, the thought really did count .                                                                                                                                          Among the many presents was a birthday cake hat,                                                                 
[image: image2.png]


                                                               

a most annoying frog, and a string vest and thong knitting kit. Well, Glennys has to have something to fill in all that extra free time.

The mood set, we continued our walk through the fields towards Hetton enjoying very mild, sunny weather. Our lunch stop at Hetton was more subdued than the morning break as, unfortunately, we were not treated to the drama of extraordinary demonstrations, just more champagne and goodies.

We arrived back at Gargrave in time to acquaint ourselves with the delights of the local pub – a lovely place which can be recommended. 

Eventually and reluctantly we walked to the station for the trainbus back to Skipton.

Many thanks to our leader, Glennys, and back up, Pat Wilson for a wonderful walk.

A day with champagne, sunshine and good companions.

                                                                                                                    Friend of the Pain.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Alan Jagger bubbled over with enthusiasm as he told one of our reporters of his excitement at the tenth anniversary of the Thursday walks.

‘I’m amazed that they have been so successful,’ he said. ‘but I couldn’t have done it without the encouragement and help of all the people who have willingly taken on the task of leading every month. I am truly grateful to all of them.’

Alan was relaxing  at the Cavendish Pavilion near Bolton Abbey after leading his first Thursday walk in three years, such has been his success in recruiting leaders. As a special treat and in celebration of the tenth anniversary and his approaching three score and ten birthday he had been allowed to lead his favourite walk up Simon’s Seat. 

‘I couldn’t have had a better day,’ he exclaimed. ‘The weather was superb, the views magnificent and the company even better.’ Over twenty people, including members of his family, accompanied him to the summit to drink his health. Safely back down in the valley everyone was treated to a pie and pea supper before wending their way homewards.      A wonderful day.                                                                                                           Diane Exley.                                                                                      

COACH WALKS - 2006

December 2006
WIRKSWORTH – DERBYSHIRE – SUNDAY 17th December.
'A' Walk
'A' party, looking forward to a sunny start, were dismayed to find rain at the end of the rainbow instead of gold. Heavily trousered and rainproofed we made our way up to Riber Hall. Excitement came in the very steep descent to Old Matlock but all survived! A gentle walk through the woods led to a climb up to Masson Hill. The views were worth it though and the festive pies and mulled wine were much appreciated. Full of cheer we then descended to Bonsall. We were beginning to get the hang of this walk by now - steep descent followed by steep ascent, logical really. The Limestone Way took us to Leys Farm and a further descent. Inevitably an ascent (through very pleasant woodland) followed, leading on to Middleton and the very last descent into Wirksworth. A very interesting and enjoyable walk. Thanks to the leader and his admirable backup. 

Report by Diane Exley

'C' Walk
Having been forewarned that there would be no coffee stop at the start but there could be 'a nice surprise!', we reached our destination - almost - having practically got the bus stuck under a railway bridge on this narrow country lane. By the time the driver had reversed all the way down again the rain was pouring so our leader, Brian, and his helpers, produced the surprise which consisted of mince pies and hot mulled wine. We eventually staggered off the coach, decked in wet gear, and proceeded on a very leisurely walk along the disused railway track to Wirksworth. The rain did eventually stop and although the railway track was much of a muchness, there were some very good views over the Derbyshire countryside. On leaving the track we headed across a few fields down into Wirksworth and a welcome cuppa. Thanks to our leaders for a good walk and especially for the seasonal refreshments.

Report by Joan Thompson

COACH WALKS - 2007

 Hovingham, North Yorkshire - Sunday 21 January 2007
C Walk
After the gales and torrential rain of the previous few days, the gods were good, and Sunday turned out mild and dry with hazy sunshine. After dropping the 'A' and 'B ' groups, the 'C's finally debussed in the picturesque village of Hovingham, with its "olde worlde" houses and cottages gathered round the imposing gateway to the Hovingham Estate. As usual, the 'C's had their priorities right and all 22 made their way to "The Spa Tea Rooms", completely filling its two small rooms. Suitably vitalled, we set off along tracks (one, a long abandoned railway) and across muddy fields (not as bad as expected), to take lunch on The Green in the charming village of Slingsby. From here, a gentle ascent up Slingsby Heights to the ridge at Slingsby Banks wood. From here, a superb panoramic view of the North Yorks Moors, and the Vale of Pickering, a vast lake in glacial times. The track now followed the wooded ridge, with one horrendous 40-50 yard stretch of boot topping mud! "Afternoon Tea" was taken in a large clearing of felled trees, each member sitting on their own stump. The sight resembling the gnome section of a garden centre! Out of the woods, across some fields and the descent back to Hovingham. The fast flowing ford by the tea rooms was a godsend for cleaning mud laden boots and those with long handled pan scrubs were very popular!! With suitably clean footwear, it was into the welcoming bar of "The Malt Shovel". A most enjoyable, undemanding walk with time to admire the scenery. Many thanks to Glennys, ably backed up by Pat.

Report and photos by Trevor Grimston 

Slaidburn, Lancs - Sunday 18 February 2007
A WALK – photos on website
C WALK
After a meandering journey (apparently the coach could not negotiate the venues bridge), all 3 groups debussed at Slaidburn. The weather was dry, mild and sunny with the prospect of a good days walking. As usual, the 'C's got their priorities right, made straight for the "River Bank Tea Rooms" and, suitably fortified by tea and scones, finally set off, led by Joan and backed up by Margaret. The route passed over undulating soggy fields with seemingly endless stiles, both wooden and stone, but any inconvenience was eradicated by the superb views in all directions. A stile, not there two weeks ago, made access from one field much easier! Lunch was taken by a beck, were the present political situation was vigorously (and loudly) debated at length. A nasty muddy gulley had to be negotiated and on the descent to Stocks Reservoir, more stunning views, leading to a pleasant walk along the reservoir shore and across the huge earth reservoir dam. The last lap was down a lane, passing the well preserved Elizabethan "Hammerton Hall", crossing fields, back to Slaidburn. Some members stopped at the river to wash their boots, splitting into two groups, the "teas" and the "beers" A very enjoyable day in lovely weather with exceptional views. Many thanks to Joan and Margaret. 

Report and photos by Trevor Grimston  (photos on website)

Fridaythorpe, East Yorkshire - Sunday 18 March 2007
A WALK
The weather was a kaleidoscope of changing patterns as we made our way to the Yorkshire Wolds. Hot sun, strong cold winds and sharp bursts of stinging hail accompanied us as we swung from Kirby Underdale over to great Givendale and Millington. Sylvan Dale turned out to be the precursor to a very steep climb into Nettle Dale. But we recovered sufficiently to conquer Frendal Dale and Tun Dale before lighting upon the very welcome settlement of Fridaythorpe where we partook of some much-needed refreshment. Luckily the weather did not prevent us from having spectacular views and the wind didn't quite blow us away. A very enjoyable and well-led walk. Thanks to Moya and Mike.

Report by "Sticks" Exley

C WALK
After partaking of our usual morning feast (even some 'B' party members are now starting to join us for this), we eventually set off to do battle with the wind. Apart from one sharp snow shower before lunch the weather turned pleasant and the walk was good. The majority of the walk was on solid paths so no bogs or muddy boots! We were all glad to get back to the cafe and out of that cold wind. Thanks to Chris and Brian for a lovely walk in a favourite area. 

Report by Joan Thompson

After an enforced circuitous route due to the bridge at Stamford Bridge being closed, and down narrow country lanes that had probably never seen a motor coach, the 'C' party finally debussed at Fridaythorpe, high on the Yorkshire Wolds. It was almost a race to the "Seaways Café" as another coach load of walkers were heading in the same direction! With typical 'C' walkers determination they beat them to it. Suitably nourished by tea, toast and tea cakes, we were off. Leaving the village, in bright sunshine, along a track, we descended into the attractive and unusual Holme Dale and along Harper Dale. On the track leading to Northfield House Farm, the very cold wind blew up a vicious hail storm - forecast right for once! Lunch was taken in the pretty village of Huggate, with, for once, benches to sit on, and a visit to the delightful nearby church. A steady walk up to and past Glebe Farm, brought us to a point were unusually all three walks crossed. From here it was on to the open wolds and into a cold gale force wind. A 'coffee' stop at Wold House Farm, then across more wind swept fields, albeit giving long distant views, a 'big sky', and back to Fridaythorpe. Most of the group made their way to the café, while the rest braved the "Farmers Arms", heaving with "Mothers Day" parties and screaming children! A very pleasant, gentle walk and many thanks to the leaders, Chris and Brian.                                           Additional Report by Trevor Grimston
Greenfield, Greater Manchester – Sunday April 15th 
Summer had arrived as we ploughed our way up to the strangely-named 'Pots and Pans' rocks from Uppermill. Plunging down to Dovestone Reservoir one of our party was adopted by a wayward lamb but was soon firmly shown the error of its ways. A period of welcome flatness took us round Yeoman Hey Reservoir and then it was an interesting scramble by the waterfall to the far reaches of Birchen Clough. An exhilarating walk along the edge led us to Chew Reservoir. Continuing to follow the edge we yomped and stumbled up to Alphin Pike. As our leader said the rest was pretty well downhill but only pretty well! A final quiet walk by the canal brought us to Greenfield and the tea-making expertise at the local pub. An outstandingly good walk in magnificent scenery. Thanks to Martin and Yvonne for their hard work.                                                      Report by Diane Exley.
B WALK or NOT THE A WALK
Birchen Clough (see A walk) has long since been a particular nemesis of mine. When I first scrambled up it about ten years ago, I stubbed my toe, near the top of the Clough but had come too far up to go back down so I had to limp across the tops to Ashway Stone and then beat a (not too hasty) retreat back down to the car park. Five years ago, I led Burnley & Pendle ramblers up the clough and was so careful helping people across the stream below the waterfall that I slipped and fell in the stream myself, luckily injuring nothing but my pride. It was with a degree of trepidation that I approached it again on Good Friday this year to do the reccy for the B walk, but since I was last up there, I saw there had been a few more rock slides and parts of the path had dropped away so although I actually made it up the clough unscathed on the reccy, I was not convinced the same would be said of the our intrepid B party, so we opted for an easier approach up the old quarry road from Dovestone Reservoir itself to Chew Reservoir (sometimes known locally as the reservoir in the clouds by virtue of its height). Chatting to the participants on the walk, I think I made the right decision.

An early start allowed us a leisurely circuit of Dovestone reservoir, morning coffee at the bottom of the road, lunch at the top and then a pleasant afternoon stroll along Hoarstone Edge with two further stops at the rocks and at the trig point. As promised we did see lots of planes passing overhead. It was unfortunately too hazy for far distant views, but it was still possible to see Greenfield, the reservoirs in the valley and the foothills of the Peak District, whilst Oldham, Manchester and the West Pennine Moors remained obscured. A steady descent led us to the last mile along the Huddersfield Narrow Canal where we saw a variety of wild life before reaching the Railway pub where beer, burgers, cups of tea and music awaited us.                   Report by Philip Birtwistle.

C WALK
Who would have thought the outskirts of Manchester could be so lovely! (although it was pretty close to Yorkshire too).

Setting off from Dovestone Reservoir at 9.30 a.m. in glorious sunshine we gently traversed round the reservoir then had our coffee stop at a customised Cafe Van in the Bin Gill car park, no bacon butties or toasted teacakes but it was a lovely cup of coffee. Suitably refreshed we headed back down to the reservoir where we had an uphill stretch along Chew Road, we gained a bit of shade through Chew Piece Plantation and had a leisurely lunch stop sunbathing at the side of Chew Brook. Continuing along part of the Oldham Way we had another short climb along the moor edge before dropping down to the Tame Valley Way and along the canal back into Greenfield with the very welcoming pub and much appreciated liquid refreshment. The views were spectacular all day though the heat haze marred long distance. This was a lovely walk (a gently stroll really due to the early start) in a lovely previously unvisited area. Many thanks to,  Chris and Brian, our able leaders.   

IMAGE REMOVED

  Report by Joan Thompson.                                                                      Dovestone Reservoir
QUESTIONS from JANUARY NEWSLETTER

Question 1) There is a house on the ‘Green’ in Langcliffe which is reported to have been built within 24 hours by the villagers. Has anyone any further details on this?                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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Q1 - Answers

Letter from Dr Mike Slater who lives in Langcliffe.

Dear Pat,

Thank you for your note.

Although we have also heard the tale about a house on Langcliffe Village Green being built in 24 hours we have seen no evidence at all for such an occurrence despite having collected a large number of historical documents about Langcliffe. I seriously doubt that this happened. In the Feudal Middle Ages I believe that it was possible that if someone built a house on waste land within 24 hours he could stake a claim to live there but was still due to render service or rent to the Lord of the Manor. In Langcliffe’s case the Lord was the Abbott of Sawley in medieval times. After Dissolution of the Monasteries, Sir Arthur Darcy bought Langcliffe. In 1591 the freemen of Langcliffe bought the manorial rights from Nicholas Darcy.

Someone has perhaps tried to explain the presence of a house on the green (built in Victorian times?) based on this ancient right without any evidence to support such an idea .The answer might be found in ’The Law of the Manor’, 1998. C. Jessel, Publ. B. Rose Law.  (still need to investigate this)

M.J. Slater.

Further correspondence from Mike Slater reads: -

Dear Pat,
I spoke to Alan King (archaeologist in Settle) about the building of houses in 24 hours He thinks it was customary in pre-Norman law that if a house were built and smoke came from the chimney inside 24h then surrounding land within an axe-throw could be claimed. But this was changed in post-Conquest times in England, but not in Wales or Scotland where Norman rule did not prevail at those times.
Mike Slater,

My thanks to Mike Slater and Alan King for their time in producing this interesting information

and also to Phil & Rita Hudson who are going to look for more information.                     Editor.                                                                                                                                                      

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Question 2) Above Stockdale Lane, near Settle and before climbing towards the path that takes you to Victoria Cave, there are the remains of an old iron structure. Everyone asks what was this and what was its use? Any answers?

Q2 - Answers
The iron to be found at Attermire is part of the remains of the rifle range that once stood here. Originally a thick iron plate to which the target was attached, it was backed by a bank of stones, many of which are still present but scattered around. When I first saw it in the early 1970's, it was much more impressive.
I am not certain when it was in use - but if I can find out more, I'll let you know. 

More information on Q 2.
In the mid-19th century, when there was a threat of war with France, Volunteer Rifle Corps were established by local Lord Lieutenants.
That in Settle was established in 1854. 30 strong, they were reportedly very good and the butts on Attermire were built for them in 1860  with ( in fact) 2 targets. The shooting platforms were at the Settle end, but have now all but disappeared. 
The Volunteers were incorporated into the TA in 1907 and the range used until the end of WW 1.
The range was then re-used by the Home Guard in WW 2.                                                      John Gramshaw.

Continued fro P 12.

Hi Pat

Many years ago when walking with another group, I was shown these structures and told that they were used as targets for the testing and calibration of field guns during the first world war.

If you examine them you can see large marks, that look as though something has hit them, so it may be true, but as the person who told me was a FOSCL member! who knows.(only jesting). Thanks for a great newsletter.

                                                                                                                                        David Hinchcliffe.

Our thanks to John Gramshaw and David Hinchcliffe for their interesting answers to Question 2 - Ed.
QUESTIONS for the MAY NEWSLETTER

Question 1

In January our Annual Dinner was held at Steeton Hall, therefore all the walks started and finished at Steeton.

The Strenuous Walk visited the ‘SALT & PEPPER POTS’ up above Cowling. This is the local description of two towers – the ‘Salt Pot’ is Wainmans Pinnacle and the ‘Pepper Pot’ is Lund’s Tower. People would like to know the history of these two landmarks and the ‘Hitchin Stone’, also seen on this walk.

    Lund’s Tower

IMAGES REMOVED

                                                             The Hitchin Stone                                               Wainmans’ Pinnacle

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Question 2)

We have had several walks around Ilkley Moor and Addingham and these questions have been asked by several walkers.

a) What is the story of the ‘Swastika Stone’ on Ilkley Moor?

b) What is the history of the ‘Doubler Stones’  Rombalds Moor – Addingham?
     Doubler Stones                                                                                                      Swastika Stone

                                                             
      IMAGE REMOVED                                                                                      IMAGE REMOVED

………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                             
Friends of DalesRail Short Quiz

1) Name the highest point on Wainwright’s Coast to Coast Walk.

2) Where in the South Pennines are Pots and Pans?

3) Over what great hill is the ‘seven minute crossing’?

4) The County Stone below Great Coum in the western Dales is the meeting point of which 

       three historic counties?

5) Which rivers does Ingleton’s popular ‘Waterfalls Walk’ explore?

6) Thieves Moss is found where in the South Pennines?

7) Under which Dales’ Fell does Providence Pot burrow?

8) To which mountain is Honister Fell attached?

ANSWERS will be in the September Newsletter.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Another excellent walk fom the train

Pen-y-ghent Gill                                                                                        Walking up Foxup Beck                               

IMAGES REMOVED

Horton Circular – strenuous walk around Pen-y-ghent Gill and returning to Horton up Foxup Beck. A very interesting walk, with a lot of variety. round Dubcote, yomping to the start of the beautiful Gill, views of Halton Gill and Foxup, walking up the dry bed of Foxup Beck, across Foxup Moor, past Hull Pot and back to Horton and a welcome drink in the café or the local hostelry.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Pat Bottomley 

Most of the photographs in this newsletter can be seen on our website :- friendsofdalesrail.org                               

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2007 AGM       PICTURE SHOW
 

Once again, we will be showing digital photographs of the past years events - weekends, train walks and coach trips. We would be grateful for any contributions. Please submit them on a CD, in JPEG format. There is no need to compress them or reduce the file size, the bigger the better. Please send a maximum of 10 pictures per walk/event with details of when and where each picture was taken, as it is intended to give a verbal commentary this year. You can give your CD to me in person or pass it on via any member of the committee, no later than the 31st of October, please.
 

Trevor Grimston
                                                       IMAGES NOT AVAILABLE
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Spa House in the garden





Shap Wells Hotel





Monument to Queen Victoria








APRIL THURSDAY WALK





MARKING TEN YEARS OF GLORY





Thursday 5 April 2007





Addingham Church





Wonderful walking on our APRIL


‘Lakes Classic Walk’ This shows the group going over ‘SHARP EDGE’ to reach the summit of Blencathra.





Friends of DalesRail Members enjoy a variety of walking experiences.





Answers in the


next issue of the


‘Friends of DalesRail’


NEWSLETTER





Villagers have told us that this is the house.





Contrast of scenery


Addingham Church in its 


lovely setting and the bleak


setting of Beamsley Beacon





www.friendsofdalesrail.org.





enjoy





Alan knows how to celebrate, but


24 happy walkers helped him!!?





EDITORIAL





Again many thanks for all your interesting articles. These help to promote Friends of DalesRail and cover a variey of topics relating to walking.


Our club organizes a wide range of walks throughout the year – weekends, holidays,


Over 60 train walks including Calderdale walks, 12 coach walks, 12 Thursday walks and


6 Lakes Classic Walks – surely you would like to share at least one of them – I know we all think ‘I’ll write about this walk, it has been fantastic’ and then we forget. Please share your experiences: -  the beauty of a walk – funny things that may have happened – or even


extreme weather or travel complications.


Pat Bottomley


Contact me at : - ( patbottomley@fsmail.net)
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CHAIRMAN’S JOTTINGS


The first few months of this year have been very eventful and I feel I must start by giving grateful thanks to all those members, committee and otherwise who have helped the club pull through.  The sudden death of Lewis Handford shocked us all and will be mentioned frequently throughout the newsletter, but it made us realize even more all the work he had done for the club and in particular the organisation of the weekends and the Classic Lakes Walks.  We will surely all miss his friendship, loyalty, the banter and the controversial thoughts made over a quiet drink(s) after an excellent day’s walking.


With the Shap weekend imminent there was obvious concern.  However there was a general rallying around and we had a good weekend.  The Isle of Wight week in August is definitely on and if anyone else wishes to come please contact me. The second event was the news that Brian Hall wished to relinquish the running of the coaches, and this combined with the apparent lack of interest in attending recent coach trips meant that this had to be tackled.  Volunteers to take over this job have come forward and so this will again continue.  Thirdly, just to add to our concerns about running trains from the Settle-Carlisle line this year it was suddenly announced that the line from Leeds to Shipley would be closed on Easter Saturday; this was when we were geared for 3 walks to welcome summer.  However thanks particularly to Philip and Diane Taylor the leaders were warned and full information was also put on the website.  We also tried to get Radio Leeds interested in giving out the announcements.


The other recent celebration was that the Thursday walks instigated by Alan Jagger have reached their 10th anniversary; the event, combined with a significant Alan birthday was gloriously celebrated on Simon’s Seat in superb weather.


All in all the club survives these adversaries and goes from strength to strength; however please do not take your club for granted, keep supporting the events and if you think you can help please do so!
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