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Moya’s Musings

As I begin to write this it is a cold early April day with a promise of snow. Hopefully by the time you read it the weather will be warm and sunny.

It is now 5 months since I took over as Chairperson and the one thing that has impressed me more than anything else is the enthusiasm and hard work of the committee and its co-opted members. Everyone has been very supportive as I settle into my new role. 

You may recall that Drew Haley from Northern Rail gave an interesting presentation following the AGM last November at which he mentioned the possibility of some free passes for the Penistone line. Early in the New Year I followed up his offer and he has confirmed there will be up to a total of 30 passes for use on the Denby Dale moderate walk on 17th May 2008 and the Holme Bridge strenuous walk on 21st June 2008. Unfortunately his offer came too late to include in the January newsletter, but we have tried to get word around to make full use of the offer. Diane Taylor is coordinating this initiative.

On top of this Drew has said he was so impressed by what he described as our “merry band” that he has also offered us up to £1000 to spend on the promotion of rail walks! At the moment we have had various suggestions such as luminous vests advertising the organisation for train walks leaders to wear whilst on the station platforms, posters, leaflets etc. but we would appreciate your ideas so we can take full advantage of Drew’s generous offer.

Once again Diane held a successful leaders meeting and she has also become a radio star, appearing on Halifax based Phoenix radio on 28th March 2008.

I have responded on behalf of Friends of DalesRail supporting the application to impose 8 Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) in Yorkshire. If imposed the TROs will prohibit the use of recreational motor vehicles on the following Green Lanes: 

            Arncliffe Cote



Harber Scar Lane 



Stockdale Lane



The High Way


            Ling Gill



Gorbeck Road



Horton Scar Lane/Foxup Road



Cam High Road

Please see - STOP PRESS.

We are still searching for a Newsletter Editor to take over from Pat after the September edition. It is an essential way of communicating with members. Most articles are written by members and as it is a co-opted post attendance at the committee meetings is not required.  

Moya McNamara 

STOP PRESS  

On 17th April 2008 the Dales National Park Authority’s Access Committee voted to authorise the  imposition of full 24hr, 7 day a week TRO’s on the Green Lanes named above. The TRO’s will be in place by the end of the summer. I will keep you informed of progress. You can find out more information about Green Lanes from www.yorkshiredales.org.uk
Events Secretary’s Report                                     May 2008

FDR goes from strength to strength.  Some thirty-one people attended the leaders’ meeting on March 10th, with apologies from five who could not make it.  We are so fortunate that we have so many willing volunteers to guide our walks, both from the train and from the coach.  We were delighted to welcome two new recruits to the list.  I am sure Jenny Collins as the new train walks co-ordinator will have no difficulty in filling in the next Walk Leaders Sheet as we shall be giving her and FDR our full support.

As numbers on our walks continue to grow the problems of using local buses was discussed.  As a group we are keen to use these to extend the areas in which we walk from the Settle and Carlisle line.  Leaders will contact the bus companies and carry a taxi number as an emergency precaution.

Stuart Ballard, wearing his Yorkshire National Park Warden’s hat, gave us a very detailed talk on the skills and responsibilities of walk leaders, particularly looking at risk assessment.  Thank you Stuart for this.  He was followed by Dr. Penny Smith refreshing our C.P.S. skills and reminding us of the key actions: Safety Shake Shout Airways Breathing Circulation (SSSABC)

I have spare copies of a Walk Leader’s Checklist from the Ramblers’ Association if anyone not at the meeting would like one.

There followed a discussion on walks matching the description on the programme, and leaders were reminded not to exceed the advertised length unless totally unavoidable.

For 2009 there will be six train walks which will be graded as strenuous plus, for those who would like something more challenging and across open terrain, and these will be on alternate months within the strenuous slot.  There will of course continue to be a moderate or easy walk every week as well.

Thank you to Joyce, Alice and all the others who arranged the refreshments for what was a very enjoyable and productive evening.  

Meanwhile FDR has gone live!  Radio Phoenix (96.7 FM) in Calderdale invited FDR to take part in the Coffee Chat Show on Friday 28th March, to promote our activities.  So I waxed lyrical about us, extolling the virtues of our Calderdale walks and our Saturday walks on the Settle Carlisle line.  This is to be broadcast again on Radio Drystone when it takes to the air in Skipton from August.  Did anyone catch the broadcast?

By the time you read this the weekend in Llangollen will be over—and I am sure a report will appear elsewhere in the Newsletter.

We are now looking forward to the Mendips 6 day break.                                                                                 Thank you to John for organising these holidays.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

images removed

                                                                                          Where is this?

Weekends and Holidays

FDR WEEKEND – Ashbourne 17 – 20 October 2008

Quality Hotel

The Quality Hotel is an attractive 3-star hotel on the outskirts of Ashbourne. It is a new hotel with excellent facilities and good food. Accommodation is all ensuite with a mixture of doubles, twins and singles with breakfast and evening meal included. The hotel boasts a real ale, Black Sheep Bar, an excellent Mildale Restaurant and a Leisure Centre with swimming pool. For more information about the hotel visit www.qualityhotelashbourne.co.uk

This is a self drive trip but we will have the use of a coach on the Saturday and Sunday which will allow us access to some of the remoter areas of the region.

 This is an area we seldom get to on the coach, the White Peak offers some great walking and other attractions.
The White Peak
The carboniferous limestone forms a dome approximately ten miles across which outcrops in the central area of the Peak District National Park and is surrounded by shale and gritstone moors. Bounded in the west by the River Dove and in the east by the River Derwent it covers an area of about 180 square miles and is dissected by a series of dales cut by water erosion. To the east it dips beneath the shale and gritstone, only to re-emerge again at Crich and Ashover. In the heart of the White Peak there are isolated pockets of gritstone scenery rising like islands in a sea of limestone, and adding a special charm and character to the landscape is the River Wye which runs diagonally from north west to south east through the centre of the area. Many hilltops are the sites of ancient burial mounds and the conical shapes of tumbled cairns can be seen throughout the White Peak.
This land has been farmed since prehistoric times when archaeological evidence suggests that the limestone was first cleared of trees. Some of the areas’ many caves were inhabited by our Neolithic ancestors, and indeed, human habitation of some caves is recorded up to the end of the nineteenth century. 
The limestone scarcely reaches a height of more than 1000 ft and for the most part it forms a plateau, where the bones of the limestone outcrop on the shallow flesh of the land. A network of dry stone walls pattern the landscape and countless sheep graze the upland meadows and dale-sides.  The Peak District National Park is the oldest and most popular of all the designated National Parks in the country with over 15 million visitors a year, and the White Peak lies mostly within its boundaries. 

Speak to anyone who went to Llangollen and they will tell you what a great time was had by all. So this is a weekend not to miss and at a cost of £195 per person for bed, breakfast and evening meal for three nights and the use of a coach on the Saturday and Sunday.

Booking form enclosed with this Newsletter.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Report on our Llangollen Holiday.

Through the wind, rain and sun we travelled from various directions to the Wild Pheasant Hotel, Llangollen. A visit to the Spa was essential for de-stressing bodies in advance and we took full advantage. Replete with good food and company we geared ourselves up for the sortie into the Berwyns.

It emerged, however, that the weather had other ideas. Saturday will probably go down in the annals of the Friends of DalesRail as the first time that all walks had to be abandoned. At least those of us who were there thought this was the first occasion. You may know better! (YES the Sunday walk at Buxton, we all went home)

'A' party began at Pen Craig intending to make for the Pistyll Rhaeadr waterfall and thence steadily up to the ridge and equally steadily down to Llandrillo where their companions would be waiting for them. In the event, a river swollen with its own importance, barred the way. As one would expect the leader was undaunted and quickly devised a circular walk which brought the party back to Llangynog. 

'B' party started from Llandrillo and climbed steadily towards Cadair Berwyn and Cadair Bronwen. Their gait became less steady as they encountered wintry blasts of scything hail driven by a gale force wind. Nearing the ridge it became clear that we should soon all turn into Mary Poppins and float away. The leader, being sensible, decided that down was the only way and we retreated thankfully clinging on to each other. The coach shone like a beacon of hope in the car park and we clambered very gratefully aboard.

'C' party also started from Llandrillo with a spring in their step as they headed for Coedydd Branas woods. Their excitement was not to last for long. The rain and wind began to buffet them as they crossed open ground towards Mynydd Mynyllod and Coed Gaerwen. The stream proved uncrossable and all hope of reaching Braich Ddu was abandoned and all speed was made to the very welcoming pub in Llandrillo where good food was consumed, phone calls made and a meeting with the 'B' party achieved. Very few of our waterproof garments passed the test but at least we survived the day intact.

Sunday looked more hopeful and we all travelled to Bala to see if we could manage some proper walks. 'A' party set off from the south east of Llyn Tegid ( Bala Lake to the uninitiated) intent on conquering Aran Fawddwy and Aran Benllyn (not to be confused with the cough mixture). This they did with their usual consummate ease and arrived back at Llanuwchlyn in plenty of time for the coach. Two of the party opted for a trip on the railway but all met up in Bala.

'B' party remained at the north end of the lake and took a very pleasant way through fields and moors in sunshine to arrive in the valley of Nant Cwn-da where we settled down for lunch only to experience rapid drops of rain which, remembering the day before, sent everyone scurrying for their rainwear. It was, in fact, a false alarm and heavy gear was quickly discarded in the warmth of the sun. Back down from the valley and ankle deep in mud we then left the lowlands to climb steadily up Garw Fynydd. From there a seemingly pathless yomp led us into what looked like the forest of desolation, an almost lunar landscape of dead trees rotting in various positions. Familiar green fields followed and gave splendid views of Bala and its lake. A slide downhill led us back to the comforts of the White Lion (or the teashop according to your preference).

'C' party began from the northern end of the lake making their way to Llangower Forest over the railway line. From there they worked their way down to Glyn Gower and followed the river to walk back along the railway line to Bala. For one member of the party it was her first attempt at stiles for a long time. Well done, Kath.

Monday dawned even brighter and for some the trek home began. Others visited tourist sites or did short walks from the hotel. The 'A' party conquered Dinas Bran and went on to the famous Froncysyllte aqueduct at Trevor before looping round to follow a hillside trail on the south side of the valley back to Llangollen. The 'B' party climbed towards Dinas Bran and then took a right turn to follow a low level valley route round to Trevor rocks and superb views of Dinas Bran and the Dee Valley. They returned to Llangollen round the back of the castle, although two energetic members returned via the castle.

A very good weekend with varied walks and a comfortable hotel. Many thanks to all the walk leaders and their helpers. It is not always easy to translate map to ground as I know only too well. Many thanks also to John and Moya for organising the weekend and ensuring that everything ran so well. The coach driver also deserves our thanks for rescuing us on Saturday and going above and beyond the call of duty. We hope his boss forgave him.   

                                                                                                                           Report by Diane Exley.

(Christina adds to this report by saying that the plus point of the very wet strenuous walk on Saturday was, according to the non lying computer, 14 miles as opposed to the 13 miles on the walk profile and the original plan to climb 3,500 feet ended up as 4,500 feet, so never trust the leader. However the diversion to the foot of the spectacular waterfall must have been a bonus and was a catalyst for others to go there. Also thanks to Martin for a splendid walk. Absolutely excellent views along the Dee Valley and we were just all thankful that Martin took photo opportunities so we could catch up.                         ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
images removed


                                           ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
FDR Holidays 2009

I realise that it is only April, but we are already thinking about possible venues and dates for holidays in 2009.

General feedback seems to suggest that the 3 day weekend breaks are preferred and that a longer summer break would prove popular. However, if people only wanted to stay for two nights I am sure this could be accommodated. My thoughts at present are as follows and I would appreciate any feedback. If you don’t tell me what you want I can only go with my own best guess.

Now the possibilities.

SPRING – Charnwood Forest, Leicestershire

This a very attractive area with lots of rolling hills and granite outcrops. Not particularly an A walking area, but I am sure we can manage to arrange some longer distances.

Possible dates: 27-30 March or 2-5 April (Easter is 12 April).

SUMMER – Antrim, Northern Ireland

We would base ourselves in the Antrim Mountains with possible excursions to the Giants Causeway and the Mountains of Mourne. I would also suggest an overnight in Belfast. This would be a 9 day coach holiday using the Holyhead to Belfast ferry.

Possible dates: 9 days in late August. 

AUTUMN – Moffat, Dumfries and Galloway

A little further than we normally go, but an area of the Borders that we have not visited before, plenty of walking of all varieties and easy access. There is a Best Western hotel in Moffat.

Possible dates: 16-19 October or 23-26 October.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Alternate strenuous walks on Lakeland Classics

Last year we offered ‘A’ walks that were slightly less strenuous than the normal Lakeland Classic walks. The attendance was varied, but there was a general request that they be continued this year. Harry Hoyle has agreed to co-ordinate these when he can. They will start and finish at the same place as the Classic walks. Please check with Harry if you want to know whether they are on or for details of the walk.

Phone 01274 562281.                               

My First Walk Leading experience.                              (our only reported train walk)

I had told a ‘Walk Leader’ some time ago that after enjoying the walks programme with FDR for 2/3 years I felt that I would like to give something back by offering to backup or lead some walks. At the last AGM I was asked if I could backup a Settle Circular walk on Feb 9th and thought that sounds pretty easy so agreed to do it. I said that I had walked a bit in that area so was immediately given the additional job of planning the route. After giving all my address and contact details I received the Train Walks Programme for Leaders & Backups and noticed that I was down to lead the walk. I thought this job has escalated a bit and I am now being thrown in the deep end. However, I was hoping all would be well just as long as I made sure I could remember the route, and had some contingency plans for such things as bad weather.

I discovered the walk was down as 11 miles taking in Giggleswick & Rathmell so set about planning the route on my PC using Memory Map software. The day of the recce saw me walking the route with two different ‘Walk Leaders’. Some of it was impassable because of flooding, and two stiles were quite challenging but overall Diane & Mike said the route was fine as it was different, varied and offered some good views. I worried about those dodgy stiles, and contemplated changing the route to avoid them but decided that was probably not the way to go as the backup would not then know the walk, so decided to do it again and try and make them a little safer to use. This second recce also allowed me to walk without floods, fix the stiles and generally become more familiar with the route. I then worried what I would do if the weather was foul and I needed to cut it short so I recce’d it for a third time avoiding the fell walking paths. Now I felt confident that I had prepared as well as I could and the rest was in the lap of the gods.

The day of the walk saw me delivering the pre-walk briefing on Settle station to 26 walkers on a beautiful winter’s day, with me thinking I will be able to follow the original route without any problems if only I can get everyone over those dodgy stiles safely. All went very well with our planned stops taken exactly where I planned them, and back in Settle with time for a couple of pints before the train departure. Everyone seemed to enjoy the walk, and the reward for me was in receiving the thanks and appreciation from those on the walk. 

After the walk I was very pleased that my preparation had given me confidence to lead a first walk, but realised that I had not given much attention to the times I would be at differing points along the route. At the outset it seemed a little daunting but I soon realised that I had lots of expertise around me who I could called upon to help if need be. 

I related my experience to the ‘Walk Leader’ I had approached before and he suggested I write an article for the newsletter as it might be of interest to others who would like to volunteer to lead or backup. Finally I would like to record my thanks to Alan Jagger, Diane Taylor and Mike Smith who all contributed in some way to me leading my first walk, and to all on the walk for their kind words after the walk.

                                                                                                                                                 Alan Holgate.

This was a cracking route much of which was unknown to seasoned FDR walkers! Well done Alan for an excellent day out. May I recommend the walk to be repeated but the other way round so we can enjoy the excellent views across the dales again. This was a superbly led and recc’ed walk ...welcome to the leaders’ list Alan.            

                                                                                                                                                                        Your backup Diane!! 
Thanks Alan -  this was very interesting and I am sure it will give confidence to other ‘would be leaders’                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                  Ed.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
A Question of Style

The ‘HIGHLY SECRET’ document below was recently passed on to me by an anonymous mole who managed to hack into the secret website of FLOYD (Farmers and Land Owners of the Yorkshire Dales). 

Several members have asked for advice as to how best to discourage the hordes of woolly hat, cagoule wearing walkers who insist on their supposed ‘rights’ to cross our land. Here are a few suggestions that have worked in the past.

Try to ensure that stiles are positioned in the muddiest corner of the field. If not, leave feed for cattle as close as possible to encourage a natural quagmire. As a last resort dig a hole and allow to fill with water.

Natural obstructions such as nettles, thistles and thorn trees should be encouraged. The latter can be pruned to ensure low branch overhangs the crossing point.

Each type of stile has its own specialities. 

Traditional wooden stile.

Posts supporting the bottom step should be of different heights to produce an awkward slope and only loosely inserted into ground. One nail is sufficient to secure each end of the cross plank. Do not cover with chicken wire. Ensure no handy fence post is in reach to give extra support.

The top strand of the fence wire should be placed sufficiently high to give the utmost difficulty to all except the tallest.

Through Stone stiles.

Ideal for the higher walls. The projecting stones should not be more than one boot width, especially on the side most often used for the descent. The highest step should be ideally placed to necessitate a painful straddle over the top of the wall. Cap stones should be only loosely fixed. A broken slab at the lowest level is a good idea. The missing section can be positioned as a tempting stepping stone across the mud, so placed that it will tip as soon as a boot lands on it. 

Gap stiles

a) With gates

Either: the hinges should be so strong that when released they catch unwary walkers behind the knees and propel them forward into the mud (See above).

Or: The spring/hinges should be defective so that when grasped the gate gives way and the walker falls backwards into the mud.

b) Without gates

The width of the gap should be such that no normal walker can pass through without turning sideways, preferably with a sharp projecting stone at knee level. 

Ladder stiles.

These are particularly useful over high walls. The pitch of the ladder should be as steep as possible and the bottom rung placed as high as possible and only loosely fastened. Though maintenance of all stiles should be kept to a minimum a regular coating of fresh creosote to the top of the ladder is to be recommended. 

Gates.

Best kept padlocked and with a strand of barbed wire along the top. If not ensure that the chain holding the gate closed is always one link too short, so the gate has to be lifted up before it can be opened or closed. 

If all else fails place a prominent Bull in Field sign at every stile. 

                                                                                                              ‘A highly secret’ writer-  Ray Woodcraft.     

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

As I sat reading ‘These Lonely Mountains’ -   by Peggy Hewitt – memories of the following two walks came to mind.


September 2006.
Two years ago, walking from the Alcomden Stones across very boggy terrain, we then climbed Crow Hill. Our leader pointed out the above stone and told us the story of ‘Lad o’ Crow Hill’ He had apparently been crossing over this bleak hill in a snowstorm and was sadly found dead near the border between Yorkshire and Lancashire. Nobody came forward to claim him and although he was actually found on the Yorkshire side of the border it was Lancashire who eventually buried him on condition that their boundary was changed to include the place where he was found.  This maybe just a local story, but it certainly gripped our imagination as we stood on Crow Hill on a very bleak day.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

May 1979                                          The death of James Mitchell.   

Before taking a group of Deaf teenagers on a walk in the Oldfield area, I told them the story of the ‘Old Gentleman’s Grave’. James Mitchell lived in ‘Oldfield House’ and it is said that he ordered a huge rock to be rolled down towards the valley and wherever it stopped was to be the place where he would be buried. We walked along the valley and came to a grave surrounded by ornate iron railings, with a huge rock at the side of the grave. The headstone is inscribed ‘In Memory of Mr James Mitchell’ 27th, January, 1835, Aged 72 years. This is known now as the ‘Old Gentleman’s Grave’ and as we looked at it, suddenly one of the girls burst into tears, on enquiring why she was so upset, she sobbed ‘They were really cruel to roll down that rock and kill the old man’. She had obviously not understood my story and was upset for the remainder of the day.

Another version was that carrying huge stones from the quarry across the valley by cart proved really difficult. One stone was too big and Mr Mitchell ordered the men to leave it on the grassy mound where the ‘Old Gentleman’s Grave’ is now. He then gave each man a shilling and shared a 70 year old barrel of ale between them saying that when he died he wished to be buried next to the huge stone.

Interesting stories.  

                                                                                                                                                Pat Bottomley.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

COACH WALK – 2007

Whalley, Lancashire - 16 December – ‘C’ WALK
The forecast sun never appeared, but 24 hardy 'C' walkers debussed in a cold and overcast Whalley, and, as the 'A's and 'B's shot off on their respective routes, the 'C's gently ambled to the "Cloisters Tea Rooms" in the grounds of Whalley Abbey. Bacon sandwiches, toasted teacakes, scones, tea and coffee were consumed at leisure. Eventually, reluctantly persuaded to leave by leader Glennys, off along the river Calder and up Clerk Hill, thank goodness for frozen ground, otherwise it would have been rather soggy. The ice patches along the lane below the radio mast had to be negotiated with care. Lunch was taken in the lee of a dry stonewall and Glennys kindly passed round a large bag of chocolate filled biscuits. From the height of Nick of Pendle the overcast and haze marred what would obviously have been stunning views on a clear day. From here it was virtually all down hill, passing through the pretty village of Pendleton, admiring the luxury housing development on the outskirts of Wiswell and back to Whalley. A very pleasant end to the day was had in "The Dog Inn" and tea shops. A most enjoyable walk despite the poor weather. Many thanks to Glennys and her trusty back up Sue.                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                   Report by Trevor Grimston.
COACH WALKS – 2008

20 January - Tealby, Lincolnshire
'A' PARTY
Snowdrops, daffodils, lambs. Spring has sprung in Lincolnshire and there was hardly any rain at all, just a little bit of mud! We struck out on the Viking Way from Tealby although the ravishing hordes seem to have disappeared and left in their wake a gentle rolling countryside which stretched out for miles. The roads were long and straight and the cars fast where we encountered them. The hills were indeed rolling and some of them surprisingly steep, but we coped! The route continued to Kirmond Le Mire ( a fairly apt name at the moment) and then became a bit complicated as we neared Tealby again only to veer away to loop round Walesby before visiting the Ramblers Church high up on its hillside. After that it was a gentle stroll down to Tealby and a welcoming refreshment stop at the local pub. A very pleasant day in unexpectedly pleasant weather. Thanks to Leonie and Leo for their competent and thoughtful leadership. 

Report by Diane Exley
'T' PARTY

Fearing the worst weather wise we were fortunate to have only one slight shower and although muddy underfoot in places most of the walk was along good farm paths. Of course, we started off with our usual cuppa, etc., though how Chris and Brian managed to find us a cafe was nothing short of miraculous. Suitably refreshed, the walk took us from Ludford through farm fields and skirting the edge of Tealby and although Lincolnshire is thought to be flat we managed to find a few uphills. We visited the 'Ramblers Church' after lunch then dropped down to the village of Walesby where we found another tea-room! for our afternoon refreshments before returning to Tealby. The suggestion was made that the 'C' walk should perhaps be re-named the 'T(ea)' walk, must be under the impression that all we do is sit in cafes! It is five years since we were down this way and it was just as good as before. Thank you to Chris and Brian for another good walk.

Report by Joan Thompson
10 February - Hayfield, Derbyshire     

'A' WALK
'A' party started as they meant to go on, striding vertically upwards to Cown Edge Rocks. After that Lantern Pike seemed quite tame and we galloped down to Birch Vale. Of course we knew that there was more to come and we plodded on to Ollersett, taking a welcome break for lunch on the way. Chinley Churn inspired some to think that they could just take off and fly the rest of the way, but the temptation was resisted and we plunged down Cracken Edge only to start climbing again to reach the A624. A steady heave brought us to Mount Famine (Where do they get these names?) and another steady heave saw us on South Head. In spite of promises of downhill all the way, we suspected that this would not be the case. True to form the deviser of the walk gave us a hill at the end before we came safely to Hayfield. The weather could not have been better and the views were absolutely breathtaking. The fledgling leader and backup were excellent and Brian can rest assured that his walk was in very safe hands. Many thanks to Penny and Nigel for taking it on so competently.

Report by Diane Exley

‘C’ WALK
Would you believe it, our walk commenced WITHOUT our usual coffee stop! 
Setting off from New Mills we went through the gorge of Torrs Riverside Park eventually reaching the canal. We followed the towpath to the marina and then walked alongside the River Goyt back to New Mills on the Torrs Millenium Walkway, a steel pathway firmly fixed on the cliff side. The final stretch of the walk into Hayfield was along the Sett Valley Trail, a converted railway line and very popular with walkers, cyclists and horse riders. This was a gorgeous walk in a gorgeous area and in absolutely glorious weather which had brought out the multitudes and the pubs were heaving, we helped to swell the numbers even further! Thanks to our leaders Brian and Sue, for a very good walk.                                                                   

Report by Joan Thompson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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9 March - Lockton, North Yorkshire                

‘C’ WALK

After the weather of the last week, the Gods were good and the 'C' party were blessed with a beautiful day. After a very slippery descent from Lockton and along an equally muddy path through the pretty wooded valley of Wedland Slack, it was a pleasure to hit the road, albeit very steep, up to Levisham. Not having a refreshment venue in Lockton, Joan had arranged coffee/tea at "The Horseshoe Inn" and it was enjoyed on the green in front of the pub. From here the route across Levisham Moor along a firm track, gave wonderful distant views and down into the "Hole of Horcum". From the lunch break on the rim of the "Hole", the Fylingdale Early Warning Station, stood out like a giant Trig. Point! And opinion was that the old "Balls" were more attractive!! Descending into the "Hole" and the route through, gave some idea of its huge size. Out of the "Hole", it was up and down across muddy field paths which brought us back to Lockton and the waiting coach, ready to take us back to the finishing venue and the delights of the bar of the "Fox and Rabbit". A most enjoyable day on a very interesting route and many thanks to Joan and her faithful back up, Margaret. 
Report by Trevor Grimston        

13 April - Buxton, Derbyshire
‘A’ WALK
A wonderful rollercoaster of a walk enjoyed by a select few not put off by the A-plus grading. Start as you mean to go on , splashing through mud uphill from Chapel en le Frith then down to the railway station for coffee . We could have cheated & caught the train to Buxton; instead continued up & up to the clouds on Comb Edge ; one walker who shall remain nameless heard to shout "must we go up here ?"....is the Pope Catholic?! 

Moorland "paths" were much the order of the day as the sun broke through with far reaching views across to Manchester from our lofty perspective. With sticks flailing our leader marched on with his troops in hot pursuit,  even cyclists were overtaken on the Midshires Way before lunch near Errwood Res. 

A skid pan of a descent claimed no casualties before the highlight (!) a steep vertical climb on to aptly named Wild Moor & long distance views across the reservoirs with the C party glimpsed far below . The massed gatherings forming the "B" party were passed heading in the opposite direction to the "As" ...surely we weren't going the long way round to Buxton !

To the delight of the Damson one the road was shunned in favour of a narrow moorland path above the River Goyt ....which parelleled said road to Derbyshire bridge. A final pit stop & onwards & upwards to the trig point on Burbage Edge in bright sunshine & all round views. We could finally see Buxton, it was there after all (!); by way of a greasy steep descent to a lane & a final loop through somebody's back garden, woodland & the golf course to Buxton's Pavilion Gardens.

A memorable coach walk, well devised & led on a not very obvious route by Martin & ably backed up by Yvonne.
Report by Ian Hull      

‘B' WALK

Accompanied by the reassuring sound of church bells 'B' party left the village of Taxal to climb up to Taxal Moor Road and thus to Taxal Edge. The wide-ranging views promised were obscured by lowering mist and clouds. We reached the stone flagged path leading to Shining Tor with a sigh of relief. Views improved but the going below our feet did not. We slopped, slid and tumbled our way down to Goyt Moss with eyes glued to the ground in case it suddenly precipitated us into the bowels of the earth. On our way we passed eight wild-eyed slithering souls (the 'A' party, we believe!) More drama was to come. As we made our way across Wild Moor we came across the leaders of the 'C' party waiting for the emergency services to reach them, as Paddy, the backmarker had fallen and sustained an injury to her ankle. In that frustrating way of mobile phones no signal could be received from where they were and other members of the 'C' party were to be seen wandering the hillside trying to make contact. Having reassured ourselves that Paddy was as comfortable and warm as she could be under the circumstances, we continued our journey to Buxton, catching up with the rest of the 'C' party who were now being ably led by Philip. In the distance we heard the wail of an ambulance siren and hoped that it was coming to rescue Paddy. Arriving in Buxton we scattered to various watering holes with plenty to talk about. We hope that Paddy is making a good recovery and look forward to seeing her out and about soon. 

Report by Diane Exley

‘C’ WALK
As we left Leeds in pouring rain we thought we were in for a typical Twidale walk - wet!! How wrong we were. We all had teacakes and coffee in the Duke of York in Burbage which was very welcome after what had been a very long journey. The walk, (which turned out to be quite hard and yompy due to the very boggy moors), commenced with a long steady climb on to Berry Clough, no views though as we were in very low cloud at the time. The weather stayed fine and we had a lovely lunch stop overlooking Errwood Reservoir. The 'excitement' of the day happened later in the afternoon when Paddy unfortunately slipped on the boggy path and broke her ankle. Why can you never get a mobile phone signal when you need one? Brian and Glenys climbed out of the valley and did eventually get through to the police and fell rescue. As there was nothing the rest of us could do, Philip took over the leadership of the 'C's and when the 'B' party passed the accident area, Lynn Saleh with her medical expertise also stayed with them. By the time we got back into Buxton, Stuart, etc., were already back having been dropped off by the Fell Rescue team but Paddy had been transported to hospital near Stockport. Stuart contacted the hospital when we got back to Leeds to find that Paddy was being kept in and that it was a very bad break, in three places, necessitating an operation to pin it back together. This has obviously curtailed her walking for some time and we send our love and best wishes for her speedy recovery. We thank Stuart and Paddy for the initial walk, Philip for taking over and leading us safely back and Brian, Glenys, Lynn and Fell Rescue for their much appreciated assistance.

Report by JoanThompson   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                                              
Answers to Quiz Questions from our January Issue.

1)  In which Pennine Valley is Crimsworth Dean?    -   Calderdale.

2)  How did Buckden Pike gain a prominent                  Placed by the sole survivor of

      memorial cross?                                                           Polish Aircraft crash 1942.

3)  Priestholm (or Puffin Island)                                       Anglesey

     is off which island?

4)  Name either end of the Westmorland Way                Appleby and Arnside.

5)  Which is the nearest Yorkshire town to the               High Bentham

      West Coast? 

6)  Which is the nearest Mountain Top                            Rogan’s Seat 2201 feet

      to England’s highest pub?                                            South East of Tan Hill Tarn.



UPDATE on the BIRDS OF PREY at RIBBLEHEAD

I would like to say ‘Thank you’ to the R.S.P.C.A. and also North Yorkshire Police Wild Life Liaison Officers for overseeing the Eagle Owl and the Harris Hawks near the signal box at Blea Moor. Because of a change in the law the Eagle Owl has been returned to it’s original owner and I feel sure it will be much happier. The Harris Hawks now have a cage each and follow up work is being carried out to bring these cages up to the standard required by the law. The Wild Life Liaison Officer has asked that we, as walkers,  report any birds or animals that we do not feel happy about and any dead birds that we come across on our walks.                                        

Tel: - R.S.P.C.A                      - 0870 5555999

Wild Life Liaison Officer      - 0845  6060247   (Leyburn Ex. 4386 – North Yorks. Police)

                                                                                                                                                                 Ed.                               



www.friendsofdalesrail.org.
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EDITORS COMMENTS.





First of all could I, on behalf of our readers, wish Paddy a speedy recovery from her ankle injury.


Secondly I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the newsletter, it is your input that makes it interesting .


Thirdly I really would like more articles about our train walks, they are so varied and have, an ever changing, variety of people on them. I love to walk ‘up the line’ at least once every week and this enthusiasm, is shared, by so many people. It is true I also enjoy the weekends and holidays, Lakeland Classics, Thursday walks and the occasional coach walk when it comes out my way.


Please send your stories to � HYPERLINK "mailto:patbott@talktalk.net" ��patbott@talktalk.net� (text) or patbottomley66@hotmail .com  (photos) 


Together we could make the September Issue a really super one and I could go out with a BANG!! as it is the last one I will be editing.                                                           


                                                                                                                                              Pat Bottomley.                                                  











The Wild Pheasant Hotel – Llangollen











SPECIAL OFFER                                                    One pair of ladies walking boots Size 6.


Make – SALOMAN


Please note these are a small 6


A Donation to 


Grassington Fell Rescue 


would be appreciated.





Froncyslltte Aqueduct-‘A’Party





River Dee at Llangollen





A Walker on the Aqueduct





Our favourite start to a walk





Finding our way
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