Archived News Items 2012
These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.

7 May 2012 - Train Walks Update 

The Arnside Circular (Morecambe line) easy walk on Saturday 12 May - originally advertised as "possible late train" - is planned to finish in time for the "usual" train - ie: returning to Leeds by 7.00 pm. 

A selection of photos from the train walk from Hellifield to Settle via Kirkby Malham and Gordale Scar from Saturday 5 May can now be accessed in the Past Events (Train Walks 2012) section.
29 April 2012 - Update/Reminder

Additional Friends of DalesRail train walks will take place on Tuesday 1 May, Thursday 3 May and Saturday 5 May as part of the ride2stride Settle to Carlisle Walking Festival. 

For further details of our walks, please click here. 

To view the full festival programme, including walks and events by other organisations, please click here (external website link)

16 April 2012

TRAIN WALKS UPDATE FOR SATURDAY 21 APRIL

Draughton to Hebden (strenuous walk)

Please note no dogs are allowed on the walk due to access land restrictions.

Appletreewick to Grassington (moderate walk)

Additional information from the leader:

"A walk in the wilderness. At one point of the walk you will have the opportunity to reminisce about Bond, James Bond, and the 1966 version of 'Casino Royale'. You will see M's chauffeur waiting for the meeting, of the secret agents from 6 countries, to finish. And you will see M's limousine leaving the secret rendezvous as it returns to London."

Walkers may save money on the bus fare by purchasing a combined bus/rail Ilkley Dalesbus ticket (details below). 

Ilkley DalesBus tickets allow a day return by train to Ilkley, then unlimited travel on the Pride of the Dales Wharfedale area buses, as far north as Buckden. The tickets cost just £3.00 on top of the Off-Peak Return fare to Ilkley. The tickets are available from Leeds, Bradford Forster Square and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale lines. 

An Ilkley DalesBus ticket currently costs £8.40 from Leeds and £7.20 from Bradford, but the price should be less from intermediate stations. Note that the DalesBus tickets can only be combined with Off-Peak Return fares, not any other type of ticket and they cannot be combined with concessionary fares for MetroPermit holders. A similar Skipton DalesBus ticket is also available.

Please click here for full details of DalesBus tickets (external website link)

2 April 2012 - Train Walks Update

Please note the following changes and additional information received from the leaders of the Kirkby Stephen moderate walk on Saturday 7 April 2012:

The actual distance of the walk is 11 miles. In addition, the ascents, rough surfaces and difficult stiles encountered on sections of this route make this a relatively tough, moderate walk. Due to access land restrictions, no dogs are allowed on this walk.
13 March 2012 

Northern Rail and Johnston Press are currently running a flat fare special offer for a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no other further discounts). To qualify you have to register online at the "My Northern" section of the Northern Rail website, collect two coupons from any of a number Johnston Press newspapers (they publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire) and you can then buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network. 

The offer runs until 31 March 2012 and is not restricted to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail. 

Please click here for full details of the offer, including the list of qualifying newspapers to obtain tokens (external web link)

Northern Rail Network Map (PDF file, 144kb)

28 February 2012 - Train Walk Update 

The Ribblehead to Horton (strenuous) train walk on Saturday 3 March 2012 has been re-routed and will now go via via Cam End, Pennine Way and Pen-y-Ghent. The distance remains at 15 miles with a total ascent 760 metres.

20 February 2012 - Train Walks Update

EARBY TO GISBURN MODERATE WALK - SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY

This walk is via the Pennine Bridleway, not the Pennine Way, as wrongly stated in some early copies of the members' calendar.

The outward bus journey from Skipton rail station is at 0952 on the No. 28 Mainline service to Earby (bus destination Burnley). Your leader will meet you at the rail station. For those not entitled to concessionary travel, the bus fare will be a £5.50 Day Silver ticket, which will also cover the return fare from Gisburn to Skipton after the walk. Buses run approximately every hour back to Skipton.

GRASSINGTON CIRCULAR EASY WALK - SATURDAY 25 FEBUARY

Walkers may save money on the bus fare by purchasing a combined bus/rail Skipton Dalesbus ticket (details below). 

Skipton DalesBus tickets allow a day return by train to Skipton, then unlimited travel on the Wharfedale area buses, as far north as Buckden. The tickets cost just £3.00 on top of the Off-Peak Return fare to Skipton. The tickets are available from Leeds, Bradford Forster Square and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale lines. 

A Skipton DalesBus ticket from Leeds currently costs £11.60, but the price should be less from intermediate stations. Note that the DalesBus tickets can only be combined with Off-Peak Return fares, not any other type of ticket and they cannot be combined with concessionary fares for MetroPermit holders.

A similar Ilkley DalesBus ticket is also available for travellers on the Wharfedale line.

Please click here to see the full details of DalesBus tickets on the Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Users Group website (external link)

LITTLEBOROUGH TO MYTHOLMROYD CALDERVALE LINE WALK - SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY

The outward train journey for this walk will be affected by a bus replacement service between Hebden Bridge and Littleborough. Please catch the "usual" 0902 train from Leeds to Hebden Bridge, which is due to arrive at Hebden Bridge at 0956. There will then be a bus replacement service, departing at 1005 and arriving at Littleborough at 1042, after which the walk will commence. The return journey from Mytholmroyd does not involve a replacement bus.

Please note the leaders have advised that due to the weather conditions encountered on the "reccy", and the exposed terrain, this grading of this event may be more akin to a moderate/strenuous walk.

16 February 2012 - Events update for the coming weekend

TRAIN WALKS

The Todmorden Circular (strenuous) train walk on Saturday 18 February has been re-routed and will now go via Stoodley Pike, Pennine Way and Calderdale Way.

COACH WALKS

The leaders' route descriptions and sketch map for the forthcoming members' coach trip to Helmsley, North York Moors on Sunday 19 February can now be seen in the Coach Walks section.

7 February 2012 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 11 February

The moderate/strenuous walk (originally Hellifield Circular) has now been changed in order to avoid crossing the River Ribble on stepping stones. The full revised details are now:

Hellifield to Gargrave 

via Marton Scar and East Marton

14 miles moderate/strenuous

Book and alight Hellifield: return Skipton

(bus back to Skipton)

The aim is to return to Skipton on the 15.56 bus from Gargrave (fare payable for non national bus pass holders). Anyone coming by car should park at Gargrave and catch the train to Hellifield at 09.31.

31 January 2012 (updated item)

The members' weekend to Blanchland, Weardale from 23 to 26 March 2012 has been cancelled. Please see the note below from John Crouch for further information:

We have just been informed that the Lord Crewe Arms hotel has gone into administration. This means that our weekend on 23-26 March will have to be rearranged.

I have looked at several alternatives, but with such short notice have been limited in what was possible. There is a likelihood that the Lord Crewe Arms will be open again by October and we may get a priority booking, hence, I have decided to move the Patterdale holiday forward to March. However, they can only offer us enough rooms for the Friday and Saturday nights. 

The financial implications are that currently we have lost our £50 deposits, although this may be negotiable. We will not know until we hear from the administrators and discussed the possibilities for October. The two night holiday in Patterdale will cost £105 per person. If you do not want to change to Patterdale, we will tear up the balance cheque and you will be £50 per person out of pocket.

If you want to change to Patterdale we will still tear up you balance cheque and ask you to send one for £105 per person by the end of the week (4th Feb). 

REQUIRED ACTION

Please confirm by 4th Feb that you are happy to change to Patterdale or would rather withdraw.

If going to Patterdale please send cheque for £105 per person.
22 January 2012 - Train Walk Update for Sunday 29 January (Caldervale line)

Additional information from the leader (Stuart):

This time, the walk will be along the contours of the hillsides above the Ryburn valley with spectacular views of the surrounding countryside. Passing Godly, Hazelgreave, along part of the Calderdale Way and Hollins Well.

Expect to see birds, animals and musical instruments along the way.

BAITINGS TO SOWERBY BRIDGE

via Ryburn Reservoir 

10 miles moderate

Book, alight and return Sowerby Bridge

(bus out from Sowerby Bridge to Baitings)
