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CHAIRMAN’S JOTTINGS

This will be my last Chairman’s jottings as I will be resigning at the forthcoming AGM; the computer tells me that this is number 20, and I feel that this is about the right time to relinquish office and give someone else the opportunity to bring fresh ideas.  However it is not yet time for me to really hang up my boots so I will still be amongst you trying out the wide range of walks we have on offer.  

But that is enough reminiscing, there is such a lot going on at the moment to report on that I will need all the space the editor will give me!  At least I hope all is well; as I write this it does really seem that the dreaded “foot and mouth” fears were confined to a small area of Surrey and that it has not spread at all.

I am writing this having returned from the Isle of Wight trip, what a very successful event it was and I thank everyone who was involved in organizing it. I think the level of walking surprised everyone.  I am sure there is more detail of the holiday elsewhere in the letter.  I am also busy helping to plan the walks for Anglesey, I hope it is equally successful and has good weather.

This newsletter should be brimful of information and is asking for many responses, so please see what you can support.  The first main event is the AGM, this year it will be held at Steeton Hall, where we had the Annual Dinner earlier this year; full details are elsewhere in this newsletter, but please take note and come and support us.  This year’s visiting speaker will be from Northern Rail so it will be a good opportunity to listen and ask any questions we may have. We are still suffering from frequent line closures so we may learn more about how it will affect us during 2008.  After the lunch (menu attached) there will be a display of digital photographs hopefully showing the full range of our activities during 2007.  If you have any photos please send then on a disc to Trevor Grimston as soon as possible.  I am also seeking nominations for next year’s committee, so if you think you can help the club please let someone know and fill in the form.

We have also the menus for the Annual Dinner, again at the Steeton Hall by public request.

It is also pleasing to note that John Crouch has taken over the organization of the weekends and details of his first year of venues is also included; please support as many as you can.

Good Walking to you all.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Event Secretary’s Report

What a summer! In spite of the never ending rain and in August, fog, I hope you have enjoyed the walks on the much altered programme. Engineering works and the disruptions to the line have meant it has not been practical to walk from stations beyond Settle in July and this will also apply from September to the end of the year. FDR will not be thwarted!! Our thanks go to all those who sent in suggestions using different lines and local buses. As a result we have a varied programme with walks in areas we have not explored before as a club. Judging by the high numbers, especially the strenuous Ilkley walk, where thirty one walkers turned up, members welcomed this. Our volunteer leaders have taken all this in their stride and risen to the occasion. Without their help and enthusiasm our walks could not go ahead, so a big thank you to them all. If you have not tried leading or backing-up and would like to do so …and you will have lots of support …please telephone Penny Lucas, train walks coordinator (0113 2370179) or myself (0113-2931924).Please note the leaflet is the correct programme and not the calendar. If you are not sure what the walk is going to be please ring me for clarification.

By the time you read this many of you will have just returned from the Isle of Wight walking holiday which was a great success by all accounts. Thank you to the organisers and to those who helped with leading. We are looking forward to the October weekend in Anglesey. 

As an experiment there were two walks instead of one on the Caldervale line on Sunday September 23rd, a strenuous walk of fourteen miles for those who want more of a stretch and an easy/moderate walk at a gentle pace with spectacular views which I can highly recommend. If you have not been out on the Caldervale line before come and try this.

On a more personal note, Penny and I have just completed a seven day walk from Grassington to Robin Hoods Bay. This had lots of variety , swollen fords (we can strip don’t ask!) and wonderful scenery. We would be happy to pass on details if this appeals to you too. The route can be found in John White’s’Grassington to the East Coast’ .May I suggest if other members have any routes they would like to recommend they could do so through this newsletter.

Diane Taylor

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

FDR Holidays 2008

I have volunteered to take over the running of the FDR holidays since I have always found them great fun and believe that they are a wonderful way of cementing friendships. Talking to members over the past few months I have decided that the weekends would be improved if we added an extra night. The reason for this is that we have all travelled and for little extra expense we get an extra day of walking instead of the rushed outing we often have on the Sunday. Most of us are retired anyway and for those who still have to work it only means an extra day of holiday. I have also looked for slightly better hotels as most people expressed the wish for good accommodation and food.

For the summer holiday I have gone for somewhere not so far away and reduced the length of stay to 5 nights. Perhaps next year we will go further and stay longer – let me know what you think.

One problem has been the availability of single accommodation. For each holiday this is very limited. Could I encourage members to get together and share where possible. Where single supplements are quoted these will only apply to the number of single rooms already negotiated Additional single rooms will attract a larger supplement.

As before there will be a closing date for applications for each holiday. After this date, if there is over subscription, allocation of places will be in order of envelopes being opened.

Now the details.

SPRING – Llangollen 28-31 March 2008

We have been to Llangollen on the coach and always had superb walking. Now we have a chance to really explore the area. This is the weekend after Easter.

The hotel is the Wild Pheasant which is just outside of Llangollen and offers excellent facilities and wonderful food. Accommodation is all ensuite with a mixture of doubles, twins and singles with breakfast and evening meal included. This is a selfdrive trip but we will have the use of a coach on the Saturday and Sunday which will allow us access to some of the remoter areas of the region.

The cost will be £195 per person, with a single supplement of £30.

SUMMER – Mendips 14-19 August 2008

This will probably be a new walking area for most people. The area is in Somerset and offers good walking and lots of opportunities for sight-seeing. We will also plan a day of walking in the Quantocks. The hotel is a Best Western, The Webbington Court (once owned by Frankie Howard). Accommodation is all ensuite with a mixture of doubles, twins and singles with breakfast and evening meal included. Luxury coach travel will be from Bradford and Leeds and we will have use of the coach throughout the holiday.

The cost will be £315 per person, with a single supplement of £30.

AUTUMN – Ashbourne 17-20 October 2008

An area we seldom get to on the coach, the White Peaks. Again, an area with some great walking and other attractions. 

The hotel is the Quality Hotel on the outskirts of Ashbourne which is a new hotel with excellent facilities and good food. Accommodation is all ensuite with a mixture of doubles, twins and singles with breakfast and evening meal included. This is a self drive trip but we will have the use of a coach on the Saturday and Sunday which will allow us access to some of the remoter areas of the region.

The cost will be £195 per person, with a single supplement of £30.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

FDR WEEKEND – LLANGOLLEN 28-31 March 2008      (More details about our hotel and the walks)
The Wild Pheasant Hotel 

The original 19th century building has been sympathetically extended, retaining all the charm and comfort of a traditional country house, whilst providing all the facilities of a modern hotel. The addition of a number of luxury bedrooms and suites, together with a self-contained health and beauty spa make the Wild Pheasant Hotel a must for anyone travelling to the North Wales area.

In the original part of the hotel, our bedrooms offer a more traditional style of decor, including two four-poster rooms. Many of the original bedrooms overlook the landscaped gardens in which the hotel is situated with most giving magnificent views of Castle Dinas Bran, the Berwyn Mountains and the Vale of Llangollen.

The Yew Tree Restaurant, recently awarded a rosette for the consistent high standard of its' cuisine and menu selection, is renowned for dishes using both local Welsh lamb and Dee salmon together with local game and Welsh cheeses and seasonal variations; all complemented with a varied wine list offering choices from around the world.

You can choose to enjoy a drink in the traditional bar, the conservatory, or outside on the lawns.

Whether it’s for a specialty coffee, such as a latte or cappuccino, a glass of wine or drink with friends, or something to eat from the Bistro, Chef's Bar is a great choice. There are soft, cosy sofas around the fire in winter, offering intimate seating in the bookcase lounge area, or bar tables for a more traditional approach.
With its traditional flagged floor and comfy leather Chesterfield settees, The Courtyard provides a warm cozy area to enjoy a pre-dinner drink and an area to savour a coffee and liqueur after your meal. 

For more information see their website at www.wildpheasanthotel.co.uk
There is so much to do locally at all times of the year, spectacular scenery, mountains, waterfalls, cascading rivers, canals, horse-drawn boats, steam railways, slate mines, ancient history, industrial history, historic buildings, excellent walks for all ages and fitness and much more besides.

Walking is available in the Berwyn mountains, Llantysilio mountain, Ruabon mountain or the Cyrn-y-brain range, not forgetting the Dee valley, and the Offa’s Dyke path. 

This is a self-drive trip but we will have the use of a coach on the Saturday and Sunday which will allow us access to some of the remoter areas of the region.                                                             John Crouch.

The End of an Era

Ten years, 34 weekends/holidays and 60 Lake District Classic Walks organised by Lewis.

My heartfelt thanks go to EVERYONE involved in making these events so successful. 

Lewis enjoyed the challenge tremendously, trying to be “all things to all people”,

striving to do his best for the Club. His reward was in your enjoyment and companionship together with the enthusiasm of your repeat bookings.

I offer my good wishes to the new organisers and thank them for taking over the roles. Long may these events continue.  I am extremely grateful for all the support given over the years, especially the last eighteen months when people rallied round in true DalesRail fashion.

                                                                                                                                                       Yvonne.

I think everyone will agree with this Yvonne. Lewis wanted everyone to experience walking to the best of their ability and he encouraged people to try different grades of walking and showed he had belief in them, giving confidence to succeed. This is also underlined by Alan’s words below.           Pat B.                                                                                             

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Lake District Walks for 2008

My first walk in the Lake District was back in the early seventies, when I was a lad, with a railway based walking club called the Ebor Acorns, the chairman of which was Ken Piggin, who founded the Ebor Way. This walk commenced from Thirlspot and went via Lower Man to Hellvellyn and over Striding Edge to Glenridding on a very hot day. Two or three years later on holiday with 3 of my mates we decided to go for Sca Fell Pike from Langdale via Rossett Gill on another extremely hot day where near Esk Hause someone was selling canned drinks for a very reasonable 25p (17p in the shops then). These two walks gave me an introduction to the Lakes taking in two 3000’ plus summits but at this time I didn’t know that it rained or could be very cold in the Lake District.

Then in April 1998, a year after an enjoyable Lakes holiday weekend at Monk Coniston, Lewis Handford led the way up Skiddaw via Ullock Pike on the first of his Classic walks. If first impressions count for much, I must have had a very good day in the cold, underlying snow and fog, improving to warm sunshine by the banks of Bassenthwaite that I came on all but a very few of these walks for the next few years.

Lewis had a style of leading a walk where he controlled a walk without being domineering at a pace that was efficient without being excessive especially on the steep ascents and could assist those that needed a hand on tricky drops. I owe Lewis and Yvonne a great deal as through these walks that they planned for Friends of DalesRail from 1998 until this year, the Lake District has been opened up to me and other members and I can truly appreciate the dramatic scenery of the Lakeland fells.
It is now pay back time as I’m now taking over the running of these walks from next year. There are one or two slight changes to the good format of previous years:

· An earlier start from Gargrave of 8.00am, this is to ensure we start the walk nearer 10am than eleven, especially with more cars on the roads nowadays.

· We are going to try an additional walk in October .

· The August walk is on the Thursday and not the Wednesday, this is due to the holiday weekend.

· As on some of this years walks, a second less strenuous walk should be available.

· I’ve dropped the word ‘Classic’ as I feel that my walks may be strenuous but not in the same league.

My walks planned for 2008 are devised around experiences gained on Lewis’s walks and more latterly Dave Pugh, the use of Lakeland authors, especially A.W, and websites and also some of my own expeditions.

I shall never forget Lewis Handford and the superb days on the Lakeland Fells following dutifully behind him, well most of the time!                                                                                                Alan Kemmenoe.
Agenda for the 2007 Annual General Meeting of Friends of DalesRail to be held at 11am on Sunday 25th November 2007at Steeton Hall, Steeton

1. Chairman’s Welcome

2. Apologies for absence

3. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM held on 27th November 2006

4. Matters arising from the Minutes (not otherwise on the Agenda)

5. Reports of relevant officers

6. Subscription levels for 2007/8 and discussion on future policy.

7. Election of officers for two year period 2007/9

8. Election of committee members for two year period 2007/9

9. Election of Scrutineer

10. Any other Business

Closure of meeting.
COACH WALKS

Goathland, North Yorkshire - 20 May
'A' party started and finished on a high but there was a variety of terrain inbetween. Plunging from the Hole of Horcum we had soon crossed the NY Moors Railway line and sped up through the forest to Wardle Green. Simon Howe beckoned next and penalties were incurred by those who did not touch the summit cairn. A stroll across Howl Moor and a close encounter with a Roman Road brought us to Hazel Heads. After a further struggle to gain height we lost it again as we descended to the delightful hamlet of Beck Hole. Nearly there, but the worst was yet to come with a seemingly unending staircase of steps which eventually led us to the magnificent sight of Mallyon Spout and thence to Goathland. A wonderful walk with constantly changing scenery, good leadership and pleasant company. Thanks to Sylvia and John.                                         Report by Diane Exley.
C WALK
A most enjoyable 'C' ability ramble with touches of 'A'!! Led by Norman and backed up by a hastily co-opted Angela, we set off in perfect walking weather - mild/warm, sunshine, a nice breeze and crystal clear views. Starting from the C.P. in Goathland, we descended to the "N.Y. Moors Railway" station, about ½ a mile, for a rest, coffee, scones, toast etc. Suitably vitaled, a steep climb and an equally steep descent to Darnholm, a picturesque hamlet with a ford and stepping stones. A further ascent to open land gave superb views in all directions. Down, again, into the pretty village of Beck Hole, along a the "Goathland Rail Trail" and lunch. More ups and downs along the riverside, with a short diversion over tricky rocks and boulders, to view the "Mallyon Spout " waterfall. A further steep climb, this time stepped, and back into Goathland, (but not the end) and a visit to the ice cream van. Leaving the village again, across fields, to pick up a long, straight stretch of disused railway track, (they're all over the place!), to Moorgates, with an excellent view of a passing steam train. Passing under the line, we turned for "home", the pleasure of seeing two steam trains in Goathland Station and the liquid delights of "the Aidensfield Arms". Many thanks to Norman and Angela. (A walk that could be described in broad Yorkshire "as reet up an' darn do )                                             Report by Trevor Grimston

Middleton-in-Teesdale - 17 June

A WALK  Given the deluges which had fallen during the week the clouds scudding across the skies as we approached our destination gave cause for concern. The River Tees was buoyant as we clambered along its banks and tricky beck crossings were promised for later. However, with admirable judgement, our leader diverted us from a watery grave and led us to the fantastic spectacle of High Force in full spate. Safely crossing the river we passed through Newbiggin and climbed the grassy fields and conquered the second class yomping to descend through an undulating wood to the very welcome teashop which was still open. A lovely walk despite the uncertain weather. Well-led in difficult circumstances. Thanks to David and Carola

Report by Diane Exley                                                                                                                                                                       C WALK  On what turned out to be the wettest walk we've had in ages we set off along the highways and byways around Middleton, after our morning coffee of course. Passing through Aukside and across Tinkers Allotment we then stopped for lunch, unbeknown to us, in a field with a herd of cows with calves hiding in a hollow. When they realised there were intruders in the area, they gradually worked their way nearer and nearer towards us. Some of the group fled over the wall thinking they were going to get stampeded. Eventually when the cows got too close for comfort, Trevor decided to do his 'Farmer Joe' act and shooed them off so we could finish our lunch in peace. Continuing of our way we descended into Newbiggin then along the riverside back into Middleton. We gave our legs plenty of extra exercise climbing over the numerous stiles (we stopped counting at 28!!), one of the hazards of staying in the valleys to do a supposedly easy walk! Unfortunately, the weather spoiled the views but it was a lovely walk in a lovely area. Stuart and Paddy decided they aren't leading any more walks with 'Middle' in the name as they led the 'Middle'ham walk a while back in torrential rain and now 'Middle'ton, thanks to them anyway, they really couldn't help the weather.             Report by Joan Thompson.

Ambleside, Cumbria - 15 July
Arriving in Ambleside in glorious sunshine and debussing at the Pier Head, the 'C' party, naturally, made their way into the Pier Head Café. Suitably fortified with tea and toast, it was off, led by Joan and backed up by Margaret, on a very pleasant walk of mixed going with superb views at all times and although the weather looked like breaking after mid day, it fortunately came to no more than a few drops towards the finish. Round the bottom of the town and through the church yard. Flat going so far, but this is the 'Lakes' and it soon proved its point with a heavy breathing slog up Miller Brow, but worth it , with superb view of Fairfield Horseshoe and adjacent fells. Lunch was taken on the flanks of Loughrigg Fell, looking out over Lake Windermere. We meandered past Loughrigg Tarn, down through the woods and on to Loughrigg Terrace above Lake Grasmere, alongside Rydal Water (with a bit of tricky rock climbing), through Rydal Park and so back to a choice of refreshments in Ambleside. Many thanks to Joan and Margaret.                            Report by Trevor Grimston.

Saltburn Sunday 19th August 2007-09-05

Setting out from Charltons to walk to the seaside , the mist and rain soon persuaded the part of the group in shorts to don full waterproofs, except 3 stalwarts who decided to brave the elements come what may. Walking through Guisborough woods we emerged onto High Moor where we were assured the views were magnificent, our only view was heather in full bloom beside the tracks and the murk in every direction. After a wet lunch enlivened by two frogs joining us we led over a very intricate section of field paths to Skinningrove, from there we had a very bracing walk along the cliffs with the sea looking nothing like the Mediterranean. We reached the welcome of Saltburn with spirits undampened although several bodies were more than a little wet. Thank you Moya and Sylvia for a varied and interesting walk that would be worth repeating on a good day.

                                                                                                                                            Report by Audrey Sessions.
C WALK    Just like the pop group it was Wet! Wet! Wet! With non-existent views due to the mist, although our leaders kept assuring us ‘the views were good’ (they’d reccied in the sun!). In spite of this the walk was a good one along the Cleveland Way taking us through Guisborough Forest where we had to be on the alert so we weren’t mown down by the scramble bikes charging in and out of the trees. We followed the Way through fields towards Skelton before dropping down to Saltburn where the sea was just visible through the haze. Three of the group were hardy enough to have a brief walk along the prom before joining the rest of us for a very welcome hot cuppa. Stuart and Paddy earned our thanks for what was, despite the weather, a lovely walk.                                                                                                                       Report by Joan Thompson   

Gordon’s rhyme for David

(on the occasion of his 40th Birthday)
O'er hill 'n dale
you are the best,
You must have rockets
in your vest.
Past lake  'n pond,
tree 'n shrub,
you're always first
into the pub.
What chance have we
mere mortals got,
when you're so rapid
off the spot.
From way behind ,
you'll hear the cry,
"forget the pub,
he's drunk it dry!"

(FoDR could also mean Friends of David Riley)                          OWD NODROG  BARD O' CRAVEN
LAKES CLASSIC – JUNE 21st  -  The Coledale Horseshoe 
"Well we got away with it" to use one of Lewis' favourite phrases; both in terms of weather and having a
leader who hadn't a clue where he was going (but was relying on his trusty GPS). On arriving at Braithwaite we seemed to split naturally into two groups, one taking a slightly longer and more difficult way to Grasmoor    (the high point of the walks at 2,795 feet), where we literally felt on top of the world with stunning views all around, made more atmospheric by the threatening black clouds. Miraculously the rain held off until we all got back to Braithwaite and refreshed ourselves(sitting outside the pub) and it only started as we were taking our boots off at the end of a tiring day, that for some involved 4785 feet of ups and downs.           Martin Housley.                                                                                                                                                                   Can you name the THREE MUSKETEERS in this photo?                                                                       Ed.

                                                                                                                                
WALKS from the TRAIN

 30th June 2007. Horton circular via Ingleborough. Moderate.

On the Saturday after all the floods in South Yorkshire and another forecast of heavy rain for the weekend, 11 valiant souls set off in light rain from Horton. Up through soggy fields form the station, and on through Sulber Nick we trudged, Stuart leading with Penny Smith as back-up.
We couldn’t see Ingleborough, it was covered in mist but we carried on in the rain. When we reached Little Ingleborough it was lunchtime and we started to eat and then the heavens opened; the heavy rain that had been forecast drenched us and continued until well after we reached the summit and started our descent.

Not one of us arrived back in Horton in dry clothes, some were soaked to the skin, more like January than June, but we had all enjoyed the “walk” and dried off in the café or pub.

It couldn’t have been a wetter day for Stuart’s debut as leader, but he took it all in his stride!

The rain proved too much for Penny’s lighter and no matter how hard she tried she couldn’t get a lucky strike!

                                                                                                                                            Report by Carole Ballard.

Ilkley Circular.  21/08/07

Also known as Olicana a Roman name.

Our first casualty of the day, our leader due to unforeseen circumstance, the post immediately filled by the back up. Off to a brisk pace 18 centurions not in skirts and sandals but in proper walking gear to brave the elements of a not too promising day. Gliding through the town centre down towards the open air pool for a toilet stop, (not in the pool) across the grass climbing through the edge of town, an Art Deco House was then spotted which created a lot of interest, on up hunger hill on reaching the top, yes you have guessed it we had elevenses, here we lost our second casualty with an Achilles problem. He has a lot to answer for this Achilles!!?, if he had been held in a different place, more private, there would have been fewer problems for walkers but more problems for other activities, not bad new leader two out of eighteen. A steady climb up a track, not much improvement in the weather, approaching a small hamlet, would you believe it, another casualty the back up, as some one decided to go with the back up that was 4 down 14 to go.                                                                                                                                                                     A long steady climb with a lot of boggy patches, here some one produced 2 bin bags to cover her legs, one problem she had short legs and we all know how big bin bags are, on towards Beamsley Beacon with the weather worsening, we then decided to go forward and walk the ridge hoping it would improve when we reached the wall. Nearing the wall a Kite was spotted not far away, a lot larger bird than I had thought; next another large bird skimming the ground, a Bog Owl was the cry, a Bog Owl! What they meant was a Short Eared Owl, nearly sounds the same, as it was not raining we had lunch.

From now on it was all down hill, long heather with views over Olicana and distant hills, down towards Loftshaw Gill picking up a track we came upon a dead sheep, none of us really hungry, forward towards Nessfield, on coming down a track some excitement at the front, a new born calf, owd on, owd on, one cow enjoying a meal of ‘rops’, to you city dwellers (after birth), a second cow with cleansing hanging down, have a think two cows with extras, one calf, have a look over the wall sure enough another calf. Moving off  there were numerous paths to take, it was easy to go the wrong way, not our leader she was well in control, on reaching the road we were joined by another walker, thus making one up.               Down towards the pool on the side of the river, what do you do when you see people looking up in to a tree? Sure enough there was the ball, can dogs climb trees? Back in to Ilkley for a quick pint. 

Well done and thanks Carol plus back ups for a good wet day.

Ignore spelling, grammar and punctuation, absorb the walk. 

Rops---- another name for after birth, used by farmers.                (pronunciation – rhymes with tops)

Cleansing----another name used by farmers for after birth.

Some smart farmers about.                                                      Report by ‘The Mellowed Pain’.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Train Walk Appleby Saturday 18th August 2007-09-05

Although not blessed with good weather 9 people + dog set out from Appleby Station to do or die.

The first hazard was to cross the A66. Having completed this successfully we then carried on over the fields and through Flakebridge woods inspecting the rearing pens on the way. Reaching Keisley we then tried out the old track up to the quarry to finally join the Pennine Way for a short distance before, to the joy of our leader, we reached open access land. This terrain being new to us all we ignored the rain and happily worked our way across moor and boulder fields and down to eventually reach the track up Great Rundale, this we ignored and climbed up to the top of Dufton Pike. Great views from the top, but what goes up must come down, which meant the next hazard was to get over a somewhat dilapidated wall at the bottom of the hill. Wall building completed we continued through Dufton and field paths back to Appleby with time for suitable refreshments and final drying off for our wet gear. 

Thank you Jack and Sylvia for another cracking walk.                                                      Report by Audrey Sessions

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Blubberhouses to Bolton Abbey on 1 September 2007

After about two years in the planning this "new route" for FDR was at last successfully completed. From Skipton Railway Station, the mode of transport was switched to the X59 Harrogate bus as far as Blubberhouses from where 25 people started off along the infant River Washburn to Thruscross reservoir before striding out over the heather-clad moorland making up the Barden Fell Access Area. Far-reaching views were enjoyed stretching from Pendle Hill and Longridge Fell in the west to the Cleveland Hills and the White Horse at Kilburn in the east. Lunch was taken at the Rocking Stone, before a steady descent with views over Wharfedale and the Bolton Abbey estate, to Storiths and refreshments at the "Buffers" cafe. A final mile and a bit led us to Bolton Bridge to pick up the bus again on its return journey from Harrogate to Skipton - and yes we did all fit on the bus.

People may remember that this walk, originally scheduled for August 2006 was then brought forward to June 2006 due to railway line closures, only to be finally cancelled when the moors were closed last year due to the risk of fire in the hot weather. Hardly likely to be a problem this year!!
As part of our continued efforts to vary the train walks programme, another walk from Blubberhouses will take place on Saturday 17 November, but going in the opposite direction to finish in Harrogate. Please see the train walks leaflet or the website for further details.
                                                                                                  Report by Philip Birtwistle

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

THURSDAY WALKS

These walks are becoming very popular, the last two I have attended were, August a wonderful walk around Haworth led by Audrey and September a delightful relaxed walk around Silsden. The walks cover a wide area, usually being a favourite of the walk leader of that month and this promotes interest and enjoyment for the group.  May a Circular walk from Fox and Grapes Pub near Scholes,  a gentle, pleasant walk in glorious sunshine taking in Hetchell Crags and Wood.  At the edge of the wood we met twelve beautiful police horses who were having a "chill out" day after a lot of policing of football matches. They were being made to walk through the stream as they are not used to water in the middle of Leeds.  One member of the group had a long and profitable discussion about Tilley Hats and subsequently received one as a birthday present!  Refreshments were enjoyed outside the Fox and Grapes. June and July being equally enjoyed circulars from Todmorden and Weeton. The grade is moderate and relaxed and many people join these walks who do not usually go on the train or coach walks. They are on the first Thursday of each month and are for members of Friends of  DalesRail.    

                                                                                                                                                                                          (I led the September walk and Audrey backed up, we thoroughly enjoyed it)                       Report by Pat Bottomley.  

LANDMARK BRIDGE swept away in Irish downpours.

The three arched stone bridge that featured in ‘The Field’ an Oscar nominated film, was swept away by torrential rain in July, forcing drivers to take an 80 mile detour around the west of Ireland. The bridge had stood since 1825 on the edge of Killary Harbour, carrying 4,000 vehicles a day between Clifden, County Galway and Westport, County Mayo.  Members on the Connemara Holiday, organised by Lewis, will remember the wonderful walk around Killary Harbour. Locals sheltered in Hamilton’s Bar even though it was flooded, until the bridge collapsed.

(this  is part of the ‘Guardian Report – Friday, July 20th 2007’ and was sent in by Brian Binns.                  If you would like to read the full article, please ring or e mail me and I will scan it for you.                                             
                                                                                                                                                                  Ed.

Isle of Wight Holiday     -
24-31 August 2007

Island of sun sparkling on water and white, white cliffs. Welcoming hotel with panoramic views, comfortable rooms and an excellently organised dining room with a fine choice of well-cooked food. A swim in the pool (not unaccompanied though) or a steam in the sauna was also on offer. Not to forget the live entertainment every evening for those who enjoy displaying themselves on the dance floor – I plead guilty. For those of a more sober(?) cast of mind there was always bridge or the pub. For two memorable evenings we all joined in with a game of short mat bowls – don’t ask. Competition was fierce and handkerchiefs were produced as measuring implements. The first night resulted in an all ladies final, some of us having battled against helpful(?) male advice to get there. The second final was more evenly balanced. We let the men in!
Upon the first night of explanations it was clear that there were fairly low expectations about how difficult the walking might be; after all it is a small island with nothing over 300 metres.  For us used to walking in the Dales and the Lakes it would be trivial!  This must have been the thoughts of some A walkers who gave the IoW a miss.  

Day 1 – Bonchurch to Ventnor –  Both groups basked in a window of hot sunshine and cool sea breezes. Route finding was interesting and although we saw llamas and alpacas, we never found the donkey sanctuary – well not the official one! ‘A’ party found a lot of ups and downs, which included many steps, both inland and on the coast. ‘B’ party arrived at the Winter Gardens in Ventnor for a leisurely drink, whilst after all those ‘steps’ ‘A’ party, although they definitely deserved one, only managed a ‘swift’ drink.

Day 2 – Freshwater to Yarmouth – Both parties followed the coastal route taking in the Needles, Alum Bay and Totland on the Tennyson Trail. This was a very busy area, as we realized when we toddled through Totland, having to scramble over bikini clad bodies draped across the promenade. However the other scenery was spectacular. ‘B’ Party had lunch on the most wonderful heather ‘Down’ before walking on to Yarmouth for tea or other refresment.

Day 3 – Bembridge to Newport on the Bembridge Trail.  The ‘A’  party walk reached the lowest total with just 3 intrepid followers trying to keep up with Moya.  In order to lull the party into thinking it would be flat all day we had a gentle stroll first on the beach from Bembridge, where the timing of the walk was perfect, half an hour earlier and this part would have involved paddling.  However from here on we started the undulations that we had become used to; even blocking off our intended route with a Bank Holiday event did not throw the leader.  However some confusion did occur when we met a traffic jam; thinking that all the cars must be going somewhere interesting we mistakenly followed them, only to be dumped in the local rubbish tip.  However we soon learnt and got back into Newport with plenty of time for a drink and shopping for the ‘B’s, well organised by Glennys.
Day 4 – Rest Day – Osbourne House, Bembridge, The Victory and Mary Rose in Portsmouth were visited

Day 5 – Calbourne. Starting from Calbourne both groups were doing circular walks.  What our ‘A’ Party leader had not told us was that this day had most ascent of any of the walks so it was up and down all day; just for variety we all had to climb a barbed wire fence just to avoid retracing our steps.  All this meant that we were running late, what would the B party say? We finally made the pub just after the agreed leaving time only to find that the B party had not returned.  So we did what came naturally and had a drink! (The rest soon arrived).

Day 6 – Niton Circular taking in Chale, Shepherds Chine,  Atherfield Green, St Catherines Down and back to Niton, the ‘B’s, led by Harvey, who finished well in time to sample the lovely café and cream teas before going to the local hostelry. The final day for the ‘A’s was down to the 5 main stalwarts, it all seemed a gentle walk, along the coast and then gently up to the highest points and a nice ridge walk.  This was far too good, although it was difficult to see how we find any more hills to climb.  However our leader had a different plan!  We would then do the most direct descent he could find to the lighthouse, Oh what fun, through brambles nettles etc, until we reached the C group who had been watching our perilous descent. There was good news however in that John pointed out a very good pub that would be halfway up the hill to the coach.  So the intrepid 5 duly stopped off and celebrated a very good week of 5 first class a walks.

And who could not admire the coach driver who not only drove us safely there and back but also joined in the walks and acted as advance route-finder. Altogether a really enjoyable holiday in an unexpectedly interesting place where there really was something for everyone. ) We covered the whole of the island between us whether by accident or design and swung between coast and interior with remarkable ease.  Many thanks to all those who worked to, make this, such a success. We must congratulate Jean and Trevor who did some remarkable walking, even more ascent than the ‘A’ Party on the last day. This will definitely aid your recovery Jean.
    Report by     -       Diane Exley (overall)  David Sherborne (A Walks)  Ed. Used a little poetic licence!!?

Again a very special thank you to Yvonne, Moya and John for all their efforts.

                                                

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Answer to the SALT & PEPPERPOT QUESTION in the MAY ISSUE.
THE  SALT  AND  PEPPER  POTS

Verifiable facts concerning these structures on Earl Crag are hard to come by.

It seems fairly certain that the first Wainman's Pinnacle, or Cowling Pinnacle, was built in 1815/1816 by  Mr. Wainman of Carr Head Hall, Cowling to commemorate Wellington's victory at Waterloo. It was made of wood and became derelict after being struck by lightning. The present stone built obelisk was erected in 1900. The pinnacle was not built on Wainman's land - in fact it stands on land in Sutton parish on

which ground rent of one shilling annually  was (and,I understand still is) paid.  There is a story about an earlier tower  on the site but it is not really creditable.

Lund's Tower, the  more  easterly  of  the  two, was built by Mr. James Lund of Malsis Hall (between Cowling and Sutton) in 1897. It is commonly supposed to commemorate Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. However, James Lund's daughter, Ethel, was 21 that year and since the tower is also known as Ethel's Tower, perhaps the prime reason for it's construction was to celebrate her birthday.

The Hitching Stone is a glacial erratic which originated on Earl Crag. It is reputedly the largest boulder in Yorkshire with an estimated (!) weight of 1000 tons. There is no truth in the rumour that it contains a witch's broomstick on a secret ledge. Neither is there evidence for a story that it was once the haunt of druids.

Thanks to John Gramshaw for providing this information – Ed.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Answers to the QUIZ Questions in our May Issue.

Friends of DalesRail Short Quiz

1) Name the highest point on Wainwright’s Coast to Coast Walk.                                                               Kidsty Pike – 2560 ft
2) Where in the South Pennines are Pots and Pans?                                                                           Monument above Saddleworth
3) Over what great hill is the ‘seven minute crossing’?                                                                               Kinder Scout
4) The County Stone below Great Coum in the western Dales is the meeting point of which 

       three historic counties?   

       Lancashire, Westmorland & West Riding of Yorkshire                                                                                                                                            

5) Which rivers does Ingleton’s popular ‘Waterfalls Walk’ explore?                                                                The Twiss & the Doe
6) Thieves Moss is found where in the South Pennines?                                                                                 Above Crummack Dale, near Austwick
7) Under which Dales’ Fell does Providence Pot burrow?                                                                           Great Whernside
8) To which mountain is Honister Fell attached?                                                                                      Fleetwith Pike
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

October 2007 Issue – Question

1) We often walk over Rombald’s’ Moor. Who is Rombald and why is the moor named after him?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The Settle – Carlisle Railway

In the year of sixty nine they planned to run a train

From Settle to Carlisle across the mountain range.

They employed three thousand navvies to build this mighty road

And across the fells through Appleby that old steam engine rolled.

And it’s up in the morning lads, in wind, snow or hail. 

Hold fast to your hammers, lads and lay another rail.

It’s seventy two miles from Settle to Carlisle

Across the roughest country in the British Isles.

They said it would take four years but it took nearer seven

And the first twenty miles sent four hundred men to heaven.

They set up shanty towns to protect them from the cold

Inkerman, Sebastopol and Batty Wife Hole.

And when they tired of women and the drinking of strong beer

They fought bare fist style and they came from far and near.

And when the winter came it froze them to the floor 

It blew them off the viaducts and it killed them on Blea Moor.

Some died of the smallpox and some of cholera

Chapal and St. Leonards have many buried there.

If you ride this famous line across the heathered fells

When crossing Ribblehead Viaduct remember the tale I tell.

There’s Mallerstang, Aisgill and the Dent Dale’s lovely wilds

And navvy lads aslaving from Settle to Carlisle.

This song was written by Mike Donald, while actually on the train at Appleby, after he had carefully traced the history of the line from old records. It is intended as a tribute to a line, which may finally close in a few years time.

Buying a pair of boots in Richmond the salesman was quietly singing this song,, I asked him where I could get a copy of the words, he didn’t have them but, one of our members did.                         Thank you Peter.                               I thought some readers may wish to comment.                                                                                                       (Ed) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


I’m a crow – got it?     

Now take a look I’m not a rook                                         Now don’t believe a word of it

I am in fact a crow

It’s not that difficult to tell

And it’s important that you know.

It’s not that rooks are lesser souls

Well maybe just a bit

But a crow’s a crow whatever

And that’s the end of it.

Now you might think that we must be

Forever on our own

Cos some damned fool has stated

That we crows all live alone.

………………………………………………               

It simply isn’t true                                              We wouldn’t want to live that way

Nor in fact would you.

Now if I could spell gregarious

I’d say that’s what we are

One of us might stray a bit

But never very far.

So when you see a lot of crows

Just check up in your book                                  You’re looking at a crow my friend                                                                                                                 Not a flipping rook.                                                                                                                           ………………………………..

1)






































8)                                                                





Contents








2) – Chairman’s Jottings/ Event  Secretaries                                          


                                          Report


3) - FDR Holidays/Weekends


4) - Weekends continued


5) – Lake District Walks – Agenda for AGM.


6/7- Coach Walks


8/9- Train Walks


10)- Other Walks


11)- Isle of Wight Holiday


12/13- Answers to May Questions


 14 – May Crossword Answers.



































www.friendsofdalesrail.org








October Newsletter 2007








Carnforth Circular


September 1st 2007.


Lovely walk via the limestone pavement at Gaitbarrows ,            also visiting


Arnside and Silverdale.





Morecambe Line Walk





IMAGES from the


ISLE of WIGHT





30 members enjoyed a week on the Isle of Wight.





Editorial


Once more thank you for all your interesting contributions, keep them coming, it is always a lovely surprise when I put them all together in the NEWSLETTER -  please  contact me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:patbottomley@fsmail.net" ��patbottomley@fsmail.net�


Alsoplease don’t forget to send in photographs for the AGM Film Showon 25-11-07
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