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NEWSLETTER             OCTOBER, 2005
CHAIRMAN’S JOTTINGS

It is already September again and time to think about how the club has operated over the last year and how things should move forward into the next.

Once again we got into the spirit of celebrating anniversaries, with a great day out at Ribblehead.  Thanks to Joyce for all the organisational effort she put into this.  The event really showed the true spirit of co-operation amongst everyone who wishes to walk from the Settle Carlisle Line.

In other respects it has been a quiet year, thanks to the efforts of the committee members and walk-leaders the activities have gone off smoothly.  The walks have also gone well and the numbers on them have seemed to increase.  There have been two specific occasions where the number on a walk has exceeded all expectations.  The first was a moderate walk in July from Lazonby to Langwathby.  Now this walk is not put on too often since we are aware of the cost of such journeys, especially for those travelling from Leeds and points even further away; however on this occasion over 30 people attended and a good time was had by all.  Perhaps we need to reconsider the frequency of these walks!

The second occasion was only last week (10th September), when we were leading an “ordinary” moderate walk from the Morecambe Line.  It did not seem ordinary when we woke up to find the wind howling and torrential rain coming down.  Having said we would lead we were duty bound to attend.  It was hence very surprising to find that 25 other people had braved the elements and come out.  Our righteousness was fully rewarded by the sun staying out all day and everyone having a good time (I hope!)

At the AGM we should have another full agenda, the principal guest speaker will be from the Mountain Rescue, who will speak after the main business has been completed.  However we are also expecting that a representative from Northern will be present, who may well wish to make a contribution.  In addition we are going to have another film show after lunch.  This time we will hope to go modern and use digital photos from a computer projector.  If anyone has a selection of pictures that they are willing to submit for this event please let me know.  In particular we would welcome any from 25 years ago!

At the AGM we will be electing a new committee to represent your interests through the coming year.  If anyone is interested in standing for the committee please speak to any other committee member or me.  In particular we will be “losing” one of our officers (i.e. the secretary) and we are also looking for a new editor of the Newsletter.  Again if anyone is interested in taking up these duties please speak to either me or the present incumbents (Diane Exley and Trevor Grimston).

One further piece of good news for you all is that the committee has decided that once more the annual subscription will stay at £5 per household.

Just to remind you that the AGM starts at 11am this year, please try and attend to support the club.

David Sherborne

EVENTS  SECRETARY’S REPORT
I hope you have enjoyed walking with Friend of DalesRail this summer. We have had a busy programme with many choices of walks.  And we had a special day on May 7th celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Dales rail.  Other accounts in this newsletter will no doubt give full details of this enjoyable day.

On April 20th we had a Leaders Meeting at the Adelphi, Leeds.  This has now become an annual event when we discuss various topics such as the organisations programme, risk assessment and some basic first aid.  We have some very reliable and committed leaders and backups.  But we could always do with more volunteers.  If you do not feel you have the confidence to lead a walk, why not offer to backup?  You would get plenty of support and help from the leaders and very often members on the walks know the walks very well anyway. One of the advantages of helping with a walk is that you get to know the area of the walk better whilst you are reading your map.   Also if you know a walk to suggest, can you let me know as soon as possible by dropping me a line or e-mailing me at toyben@tiscali.co.uk?        

The programmes for next year’s walks have been drawn up. We have tried to ensure that there is something for most members almost every Saturday.  Please do not forget to try the Morecambe line sometimes. We seem to be having no problems with the new train company ‘Northern’ and we have contacted them to advise them of our interest and hopes for the future running of the line.  As well as the usual regular Saturday walks on the Settle Carlisle line and the Morecambe line we are again having a choice of three walks for the New Year Dinner and for the week after Easter.  We are also still planning walks from the Caldervale line most months; though not all so please keep an eye on the programme.  Full details of all our walks will be on the 2006 calendar, which will be available when you renew your membership.

The new programmes for the walks from October to April are now available.  You may find the new format easier to follow.  Please let us have your comments, good or bad. This is your club.  We should be grateful for any assistance members can give for distribution of programmes.  

The programme for the 2006 coach walks has also been decided. We are currently allocating. We are always open to suggestions if you have any ideas of where you want to go.  Some of the weekends for 2006 have been decided. The next weekend we are having is one in Betws-y-Coed next spring 24th-26th March 2006 and Ireland 22nd-30th August.  Booking forms are in this newsletter and once again we shall be ‘drawing names out of a hat’ after plenty of time has been left for bookings. We have not yet decided the weekend for October. If you have any ideas for weekends away, please let Lewis Handford know as soon as possible 

In this newsletter you will find a booking form for the AGM in November. Please try to come as this is your opportunity to have your say. If you have renewed your membership prior to the AGM you will receive your calendar.   This year you will able be  to acquire a mug to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Friends of Dalesrail (keeping up with these anniversaries?). 

Once again we are having our New Year’s meal at the Falcon Manor in Settle.  This is always a lively occasion and enjoyed by all.  A booking form will be included in this Newsletter.               Penny Lucas
************************************
PEEBLES WEEKEND
A relatively small but perfectly formed group of DalesRailers set off for Peebles bright and early on Friday morning. The Bingley bypass and the A65 were conquered and even the M6 presented no troubles. A stop for refreshment and town trails in Penrith and a fine run through Scotland enabled us to arrive by 3.30pm. Some took to the water, some to the cricket and some to their beds. Golfers in the party looked longingly at the Green but decided to save themselves for the walking. The early evening echoed with the sound of heads hitting the floor in amazement as bills for drinks were presented, but the meal was delicious and anyway, we were on holiday, weren't we?                                          Diane Exley

SATURDAY dawned, but not very promisingly. However, ‘A’ walkers are made of stern stuff. We girded our loins, some in shorts and others in longs, and set off for the hills. 'A' party climbed the old Drove Road out of Peebles and after twenty minutes thought they had got to the top. This was an optical illusion of the kind we have experienced before. Eventually Kalzie Hill was reached and then the gentle summits seemed to go on for ever until the leader cried 'Stop, follow me.' And we did. Unfortunately so did the mist - the proverbial Scotch mist. Half an hour later, after the statutory yomp, we had regained our position and attained the heights of Glenrath. The skies cleared and the valley lay below us. As time advanced, the beer drinkers lined up for the final press to Peebles. Tea drinkers fell to the back. All arrived safely at the hotel to enjoy another meal and a drink.                                                   Diane Exley 
The day dawned dry and bright but with a chilly breeze, which did not deter some of the hardier ‘B’ members from baring their legs. After a hearty breakfast, the coach deposited about 17 members in Peebles. The Tree Walk!! The party, led by Alan Jagger (doing it “cold”), backed up by Brian Binns,  climbed steadily towards Whitfold Hill, soon to enter an area of seemingly endless pine plantation! The forestry tracks were easily followed but some paths were extremely difficult to see never mind find, and lack of signs at junctions made navigation for the leader very difficult  at times. The “gently rolling hills” mentioned in the guide must have “rolled up” quite considerably since it was written!! A coffee stop at “Shieldgreen”, a house in the middle of nowhere, was followed by an unremitting slog up towards the radio mast on Dunslair Heights (1,975ft.). It started to rain before we got there and lunch was taken deep in the shelter of the trees – useful for once. By the time we reached the mast we were in cloud, so no views as ‘advertised’. On the descent, a missed “Walkers Prohibited” sign saw us on a mountain bike track and were nearly mown down by some obviously fearless (or mad) riders – a hasty right angle escape to a vague path. For a short while a misty view of some soggy moorland, before a horrendously steep, grass, no footholds descent, which some of the ladies found very daunting. (A leaflet obtained later, warned of strict caution at this point!!). Plunging back into the trees, where else, the map showed a bewildering selection of tracks. Essential to pin point the right one, the G.P.S. came into its own. The descent, albeit quite a zig-zag, was quite pleasant as the sun came out, but we still couldn’t see much. The intention of walking into Peebles had to be abandoned because the use of the only viable footbridge was once again for mountain bikes only!! With the original planned route having to be modified, we ‘hit’ the main road nearer to the hotel than our intended finish, so while most of the party meandered back to base, poor Alan had to walk into Peebles to explain why we weren’t there at the arranged time. An interesting walk for tree lovers.  Many thanks to Alan and Brian. 
Trevor Grimston

Three enterprising individuals eschewed both the ‘A’ and the ‘B’ parties and made their way round Peebles, took a turn around the river and generally enjoyed themselves.

SUNDAY lowered into view with a howling wind and incipient rain. The brave stuck to their shorts and the wimps wore three layers. 'A' party was taken to Innerleithen where we immediately dived into the forest and proceeded onwards and upwards. Reaching the astounding height of 1647ft, the guide book assured us that there would be 'several short, stiff climbs ahead but nothing to match what you have just conquered.' We were now allegedly on the roof of the world. The roof., however, was of an uneven habit and might even have had a slate or two missing as we plunged and rose over the heathered moors. The promised excellent views of Edinburgh and the Pentland Hills did not materialise and the well-known phenomenon of mist, driving rain and howling wind coincided at a crucial point. The skills of navigation were sorely tested. GPS's appeared, consultations were held and everyone gazed forlornly into nothingness. All was not lost, however, and after a good yomp the trig point on Dundreich was reached and we fell to kissing it as if it were the Blarney stone. Downhill all the way was the cry and we set to with a will, the vision of the sparkling draught clear in the minds of the frontrunners. Readers, the pub was closed and it was raining. Luckily our excellent coach driver arrived on time and another day of excitement on the hills was over.                                                                                              Diane Exley

The ‘B’ party took the coach to Peebles to start our walk led by Derek, with the sky looking ominously dark and threatening all kinds of awful portents. This was enough to encourage a few members to slope off and sample the delights of the environs around Peebles. However, 13 stalwarts with waterproofs at the ready started the ascent of Cademuir Hill (403m) and its Iron Age forts. This actually turned out to be a pleasant ascent as the rain never really materialised although it was very gusty which added a bit of atmosphere to the proceedings. Good views from the top, even a glimpse of blue sky while having a welcome coffee stop just below one of the tops. Descending by easy grassy slopes towards Kirkton Manor, we encouraged a group of D. of E. Award Scheme teenagers who were going up heavily laden and trying to look as if they were actually enjoying themselves. Back in the valley by the Manor Water, we found picnic tables awaiting, so settled down (minus waterproofs) for a comfortable early lunch. Afterwards, walking towards the River Tweed we picked up the Tweed Way for a pleasant walk by the river, stopping to admire the work of the Victorian bridge builders before making a short ascent to have a look at Neidpath Castle, an imposing 14th century tower house. Continuing back to the river we reached Peebles in plenty of time for a cuppa etc. Some of us caught the public bus back to the Cardona whilst Alan and Kath, who obviously felt they hadn’t done enough, spurned transport and walked back to the hotel. All in all a pleasant walk enjoyed by everyone – thank you Derek.                    Harry Hoyle
On MONDAY a 6 mile walk for all was promised. Those who did not participate were granted the delights of Galashiels, cashmere factory and Gala House included. The weather was beautiful - isn't it always when you are on the way home? - and all arrived at the coach for the speed back to Yorkshire.As usual the weekend was superbly organised by the tireless Lewis and Yvonne. Our thanks to them and the other leaders and backups who helped to make the weekend such a success - a professional team! Diane.

And so to Monday…After another excellent breakfast, bar bills settled (gulp) and bags packed, eighteen chose to explore the delights of Galashiels while the remainder were dropped off to walk six miles over the hills, along the Southern Upland Way, to Galashiels.Was that an otter we saw swimming along the River Tweed? Our resident ornithologist declared it a giant squirrel - surely he was having us on! The views of the rolling hills across to Eildon (fond memories of the Melrose weekend) were excellent and the weather was good, finally. All too soon Galashiels came into view and Lewis led us straight to the coach, conveniently/coincidentally parked at where the walk emerged, a neat piece of navigation here, enabling us to have a quick drink before departing. The coach made excellent time and we were soon back in Yorkshire. Once again our thanks go to Yvonne and Lewis for an enjoyable and challenging weekend.                                                                                                                                  Diane Taylor

************************************

COACH WALKS
Sunday, 17th April                                         Flamborough

Well, we were here to see the birds and see them we did. 'A' party started at Reighton and tramped muddily and precariously towards the coast where, from time to time, all action stopped while 20+ eager faces scanned the cliffs. Gannets planed, kittiwakes huddled, razorbills bobbed on the sea and puffins whizzed for us and to cap it all the sun shone. Danes Dyke was visited twice and passing the coach three hours before we boarded it did not faze anyone. At times it was a walk of two halves and the backup showed admirable patience in not goading the back half to join the front half. It was not all flat though. The path showed the steep up and down characteristics of other coastal paths and by the time we reached Flamborough village we felt we had had a good walk. Thanks to John and Mike.                  Diane Exley
There were groans as the coach hit some thick mist around Malton - would it be like this all the way? Fortunately, no. The ‘B’ party debussed at the hamlet of Buckton into blue skies and hazy sunshine. After a quick 'cuppa' by the duck pond, Mary led off up a, in places muddy, lane to the coast path at Buckton Cliffs and headed south east. Coffee stop was at the R.S.P.B. viewing point, giving an awe inspiring sight of the sheer cliff face and thousands of sea birds, both nesting and soaring. One amiable 'twitcher' was offering looks through his large telescope, of a family of puffins nesting in a hollow in the cliff. The walk proceeded at a good pace on a good and fairly level path, very close to the cliff edge in places, stopping for lunch overlooking picturesque Thornwick Bay and musing at the strange 'sculptures' and witty writings in a back garden at North Landing. At Flamborough lighthouse, a stop for ice cream etc. An approaching ragged crocodile along the cliff top, turned out not to be recently landed asylum seekers but the 'A' party!! Round Flamborough Head and going west (in the nicest possible way) with a cool breeze coming in off the sea, two or three nasty, steep little ravines and inland to the finish in Flamborough. Only time we got lost, looking for the pub!! - must be a first. A most enjoyable and very scenic walk. Many thanks to Mary and Brian.                                                                 Trevor Grimston
After partaking of our customary coffee break we commenced the walk. We were blessed again with sunny weather and the walk took us along the cliff tops from Flamborough visiting both North and South Landings and having our lunch by the lighthouse. We had a new member, Josephine, with us, so hope we didn't march her too hard ('C' party march - I don't think so - anything above a saunter and we rebel!). Douglas was feeling energetic at the end so decided to do the additional Dane's Dyke stretch on his own the rest of us feeling that we'd had enough bracing sea air for one day. Thanks to Stuart and Paddy for their leadership and another good walk.                                                            Joan Thompson

Sunday 15th May                                             Holmfirth

We were promised that we would tread where no person's(!) foot had trod before and we did. But first we had to conquer the mountainside of Black Hill. Up we toiled, our leader striding effortlessly before us and not a peat hag in sight. Views all around were breathtaking (as was the climb) and the way across access land to Holme Moss mast exciting. The contours of Ramsden Clough were a wonder to behold and gave the feeling of being on top of the world, albeit a relatively pathless world where few other walkers could be seen. We alarmed the geese and the lambs at Snailsden Reservoir and then came down to earth, or Holmfirth as it was called, very gently. Full marks to both the leader and his able backup for devising and leading such an excellent walk.                                                                           Diane Exley

A cool, cloudy morning was perfect for the start of our walk as we made our first climb to the top of the ridge where we were rewarded with panoramic views of the Holme Valley. The second climb covered a wide variety of scenery through farmland passing picturesque hamlets and offering many vantage points.
A more leisurely afternoon followed in warm sunshine as we continued through delightful woodland and discovered the charming area of hidden reservoirs. We returned along lanes which took us through gentle countryside towards Holmfirth. Our grateful and sincere thanks go to the Rescue Services who came so quickly to support us after one member of the group fell. At the end of our walk we received the wonderful news that the injured person was well and on their way back to Leeds.Thanks to Meryl and Brian                                                                                                                                         Meryl Ward

After what was a strenuous start for the 'C' party (especially after bacon butties, etc.), we then had a superb walk via Upperthong and Holme and some of the reservoirs of the Holme Valley. It was a beautiful area and the scenery could not have been bettered. The weather was perfect and we all arrived back in Holmfirth pleasantly weary and ready for a refreshing drink, intoxicating or otherwise. Being quite local we also arrived back home at a very reasonable hour. Thanks to Jenny for a lovely walk.  J.T.

Sunday, 19th June                                     Castleton, Nth. Yorks.

To say that the weather was hot and sticky is to put it mildly. Every step encouraged jungle-like streams of perspiration to stream. Luckily, our geographically-minded leader was able to find many windblown spots among the undulations of our walk. Starting from Rosedale at a brisk pace, we quickly reached the remains of the Rosedale ironstone industry and thence into Great Fryup Dale, which lived up to its name. Aptly named Furnace Farm was next and then to the heights of Beacon Hill, although the haze restricted the beautiful views. A final dash along Rosedale Intake accompanied by theatrical streaks of lightning and never-ending rolls of thunder failed to save us from the torrential rain. A very good walk nevertheless, enhanced by falling stone walls and a massage session. What more could you want? Many thanks to the leader and her ever-reliable backup.                                                                    Diane Exley

It was already stiflingly hot when the ‘B’ party, 16 strong (13 ladies and 3 chaps) – thank goodness they were gentle- debussed on the outskirts of Castleton, and as the day went on it just became more and more humid. Field paths and farm tracks undulated along Westerdale, at one point passing through a Country Music Festival, led up to the open moor at High Crag. Distant views were spoilt by haze. Lunch was taken, appropriately, at “Fat Betty”, colloquial name for “White Cross”. A short stretch of the Lyke Wake Walk, surprisingly very over grown, some road walking and then the descent, in scorching sun, to the hamlet of  Botton. Recently the site of a TV programme, it is the home of an amazing self sufficient community for people with learning difficulties. Everyone dashed to the community café to replenish lost liquid!! Then on the last lap, down Danby Dale, black clouds built up from the west and all the way down the dale, there was a constant, never ending rumble of thunder!! Everybody was wondering ‘are we going to make it’. Thankfully, in spite of some heavy drops, we all got to the tea shop/”Eskdale Inn”, soaking but not with rain, before the heavens opened up. The result of that storm is now sadly all too apparent. A most interesting walk, thanks to Barbara and Ron.                                      Trevor Grimston

Setting off from Danby NP Centre after the customary cuppa, we headed in the direction of Botton before the return to Castleton, pausing on the way to view Danby Church.  It was a lovely leisurely walk with panoramic views and the mileage was just perfect in the VERY HOT weather!  A pleasant, restful drink in the beer garden made a lovely end to the walk before the thunderstorms came and spoilt what had been a perfect day. Many thanks to Glennys and Pat for another good walk.        Joan Thompson


Sunday, 17th July                                                 Glossop

Another hot and sticky day enveloped us as we trudged up the valley to Doctor's Gate. Plentiful stops for water and the breeze over Featherbed Moss revived us, however, as did counting the stone slabs. A plunge down William's Clough brought us to Kinder Reservoir and a further descent landed us in Little Hayfield. At this point the cloud cover parted and the happy sun shone fully on us as we clambered up the hill. Notwithstanding, we drank deeply from our supplies, wrang our clothes out and, putting our best feet forward, we sallied forth over access land towards Whiteley Nab. From there it was a steep slide down to the outskirts of Glossop and a gentle trundle through the park to the pub. Well done to the leader!                                                                                                                                       Diane Exley

The "B" walkers started at Crowden vistor's centre, where we made use of the facilities before setting off along a good, tree lined path to reach the road. After crossing it we then crossed over Torside Reservoir, and started to climb up to Clough Edge. We climbed, and we climbed, for about two hours we climbed, after numerous water /view stops we were at the top of Bleaklow. Moors are usually very much the same, but this one was rather different. It looked as if someone had been playing about with a dumper truck. There were what looked like piles of black stuff everywhere. We reached the summit and enjoyed a very leisurely lunch in glorious weather. When everyone was fed and watered, (someone who shall be nameless had two lunches to choose from) we set off again with the option of visiting The Wain Stone. When we reached the detour point several of us decided to sit and wait, this is where the strangest thing happened. All of a sudden from one of the small black hills arose a "TWISTER" yes we have seen them on the 'telly' but never in real life before. It rose in a spiral about eight feet high, moving in an arc towards us, as it moved it shrunk until it disappeared just in front of us. We could hardly believe what we had seen, but we were all covered in very fine black dust to prove it.Of course just after this the party who went to see the Wain Stones, returned whether they believed or not I don't know Now our way was gradually down, some of the path was along tracks which looked like sandy riverbeds between the peat humps. Eventually we reached the "Old Woman" (never saw her) this is where we turned right towards "Doctors Gate" and the downhill proper started, into a very picturesque valley beside a stream, and on to a very warm welcome at "The Queens" to partake of very much needed refreshment. A big thank you to Diane and Penny for a great day (with a twist)                                                                       Glennys Ash

Another very hot day. We had a lovely walk with good views once we'd climbed our hill!! Our lunch break was spent overlooking Cheshire and watching all the planes on their approach to Manchester airport. There was, unfortunately, quite a bit of road walking through no fault of the leader - one path closed off and another so overgrown since the recce it couldn't be penetrated. Nevertheless we all enjoyed the walk and were very ready for long cold drinks at the end. Thanks to Stuart and Paddy for another good day.                                                                                                               Joan Thompson

Sunday, 21st August                                            Helmsley

Another hot day as we plunged down to Gormire lake and made our way, mostly uphill it seemed, to High Paradise, where we encountered raucous music issuing from a car - not my idea of Paradise. Led by a GPS and the occasional waving of a map, we made our way to Dale Town, having stopped for refreshment and a cooling breeze before descending. A gentle walk along the River Rye and a glimpse of Rievaulx Abbey through the trees led to a pretty straight run into Helmsley. A lovely walk in very pleasant surroundings. Thanks to the leader and his ever-watchful backup.                            Diane Exley

From the Sutton Bank Visitor Centre, the ’B’ party, in scorching sun, traversed the glider field on Roulston Scar, with stunning views over the Plain of York and  had a coffee stop immediately above the newly painted “White Horse of Kilburn”. Impossible to see from this position and nobody was moved to go down and have a look!! Over fields and through woodland, with a distant but beautiful view of the heather covered Nth. Yorks. Moors, past the lakes by Spring Wood to the     magnificent ruins of Rievaulx Abbey, in its sylvan setting. The magic of the moment somewhat marred by a loud voice by the ticket office, “Ask ah lass what flavour lolly she wants”?!! A final climb out of Rye Dale through more woodland and over fields to the welcome refreshments (and a chance to cool down) at the finish in Helmsley. A most enjoyable ramble, with thanks to Alan and Kath.                              Trevor Grimston
Yet again, Stuart and Paddy led a lovely walk (thank you) through the countryside around Helmsley traversing potato and corn fields, etc. with an occasional forest providing slight respite from the hot sun. We strolled alongside the stream that had caused so much damage in the recent floods, hard to believe as it looked so tranquil, and visited the village of Pockley along the way with its lovely thatched cottages, before heading back to Helmsley and the difficult decision of which flavour ice cream to choose from a choice of forty!                                                                                                                   Joan Thompson

Sunday, 18th September                                         Leek

‘A’ party dwelt among the untrodden ways for much of their walk as they sashayed from the drop-off point on the A523 back to Rudyard reservoir. The weather was of the moist, clinging type but we were moving so fast that we must have avoided most of it. Fields of long, wet grass, awkward, not to say impossibly greasy, stiles and equally greasy footbridges accompanied us all the way and severely slowed us down. At one point we actually vanished into The Cloud but reappeared safely to stumble with aching limbs back to Rudyard. On the way one person tested a stile as an alternative to the stocks and another fell to the ground in the excitement of walking down a lane. Good map reading was of the essence and our leader  was more than a match for barbed wire, a rusty harrow and hidden waymarks. Congratulations to both the leader and the backup for finding paths on the ground not visible to the naked eye although apparently on the map. 16 miles? The jury’s still out.                              Diane Exley

The forecast  ‘mild, dry and overcast’ was two thirds correct, the ‘dry’ bit certainly wasn’t. The ‘B’ party set off from Rushton Spencer, in deepest Staffordshire, in a persistent, misty drizzle and by the time it reached its highest point, the aptly named “The Cloud”, visibility was down to about 40 yards. Here, leader Martin told us of all the interesting but invisible long distant land marks that can be seen from this vantage point!! Lunch was taken in light rain, but this soon petered out, the mist cleared and the forecast was finally correct. The rest of the walk to the finish at Rudyard (pronounced by some as “ruddy ‘ard) was up and down along barely visible paths, through long, wet grass and over innumerable rickety, slippery stiles. An interesting walk spoilt by the miserable earlier weather. Thanks to Martin and Terry.                                                                                                                                Trevor Grimston

A day of near 'disasters'.  The cafe, despite the leaders having previously arranged for it to be open for our customary coffee stop, remained closed and no amount of banging on doors and windows made any difference.  So we set off in the mist and drizzle (where was the fine day forecast by the weatherman?) on what would have been a lovely walk if we could have seen the views.  Half hour or so into the walk our leader realised she didn't have her map case with her anymore - hung it on a fence near the start of the walk and left it!  Her back-up decided to go back for it and meet up with us later, a lot later as it turned out.  Also had a bit of road rage with the passenger of a car, some of the party were in the road and he got quite irate with them, to put it mildly.  Got the impression he didn't like walkers very much.  We did have a very civilised lunch stop in the garden of a pub near Tittesworth reservoir and a lovely cup of coffee which made up for the one we'd missed earlier.  Once we got off the tops we could actually see where we were going, Chris did very well remembering the walk without the map as Brian didn't catch us up until near the end and in spite of the weather, etc., we all enjoyed the walk.  Thanks to Chris and Brian (what bit of time he was with us).                                                            Joan Thompson

************************************

SUNDAY COACH WALKS MAPS

I would like to thank all those Sunday Walks leaders for heeding my request for photo copy maps to prepare the coach walk maps. It makes my job so much easier and also makes for a more accurate plotting.  Written descriptions are alright if I’m conversant with the area but sometimes they are very difficult to relate even to O.S. sheets and “guesstimates” have to be made and accuracy is lost.   T.G. 

************************************

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting to be held at 11.00AM

On Sunday27th November, 2005 at The Playhouse, Ilkley

1. Chairman’s Welcome.

2. Apologies for absence.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 2004 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes (not otherwise on the Agenda).

5. Reports of Officers. 

Hon. Secretary

Hon. Events Secretary

Hon. Treasurer

6 Subscription levels for 2005/2006.

7 Election of Officers for 2 year period 2005/2007.

8 Election of Committee Members for 2 year period 2005/2007.

9 Any other business.

10 Closure of meeting.

****************************  

I do not wish to a member of the Committee but am willing to assist:-

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please indicate in what capacity.

Name, address and tel……………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………

It would be appreciated if this could be returned to the

Hon. Sec. Diane Exley, 156 High Street, Yeadon, Leeds, LS19 7AB. 

No later than the 6th November, 2005

************************************

PHOTOGRAPHS AT THE A.G.M.

As we will have a multi-media projector available at this years AGM, we are hoping to show a selection of photos taken by members of our events during the last 12 months. So, if you have any suitable pictures (digital only please), could you please let me have them on a CD in JPEG format. As we will only be showing them by computer, it doesn’t matter about how big (i.e. file size) they are. (OK Diane?). If you want to hand your CD to me personally, I will be on the October and November coach, the Yarm weekend and on the train walk on Sat. 29th Oct. Otherwise, please hand the CD to any member of the committee who will pass it on to me. Could you also please include a note what the photos are and when they were taken.                                                                                  Philip Birtwistle
30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST DALES RAIL

CELEBRATION EVENT, MAY 7TH, 2005

I would like to say a huge ‘Thank-you’ to all the members who supported the event and helped to make it such a success. I would include the members who would have loved to have been there but found pre-booked holidays prevented them from taking part. Your enjoyment and enthusiasm on the day, made all my efforts worthwhile. Over the years there  have been many anniversary celebrations but without Dales Rail, later to be known as DalesRail, none of the others would have happened. It deserved to have a celebration too.                                                     Joyce Broughton

************************************

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday, 27th  November, 2005, at The Playhouse, Ilkley, starting at 11.00AM. A buffet lunch has been arranged. See booking form.

************************************

ANNUAL NEW YEAR DINNER

The Annual New Year Dinner has been arranged at The Falcon Manor Hotel, Settle, on Saturday, 7th January, 2006. For those wishing to stay the night, the cost is £80.00 double room and £50.00   single. See booking form.

************************************
SILVER JUBILEE MUGS

Friends of Dales Rail is twenty five years old this Autumn. To commemorate this landmark a mug has been specially commissioned. This will be bone china with some of our favourite views from our train walks and will be similar to the one produced five years ago, already a collector’s item. See if you can recognise yourself among the figures walking round the mug! 

The mugs will be available at the Yarm weekend and at the A.G.M. in November at £4 each. If you can’t make either of these events and would like a mug then ring Diane Taylor on 0113-2931924 and arrange to meet me at Leeds City Station or on the train on a Saturday walk. Don't miss out as these mugs will go quickly.

************************************

WEEKEND 2006

Surprisingly it is over five years since we visited the principality of Wales and so it is time we returned for the March, 2006 weekend. I have booked the Waterloo Hotel & Lodge at Betws-y-Coed, an area we have not previously visited. Well known on the tourist route and a first class area for walking. The hotel assures me that it prices itself on their friendly and professional hospitality, excellent cuisine and superb leisure facilities. If you wish to find out, complete the enclosed booking form for a 2 night break, Friday, 24th  & Saturday, 25th , March, 2006, £110 per person, dinner, bed and breakfast. After much hassle a single supplement of £7.50 has been agreed. Please complete the enclosed form together with a deposit of £25 per person and forward by the 15th, November, 2006.

Lewis Handford  

************************************

IRELAND 2006

22ND AUGUST TO 30TH AUGUST, 2006

8 NIGHTS – 9 DAYS 
As you are no doubt aware, it is the clubs intention to return to Ireland for a holiday in 2006. The area that has been chosen is  Connemara, in the west of Ireland, and our centre is Clifden, considered the “capital” of Connemara. Dominated by the Twelve Bens and the Maumturks mountain ranges, punctuated by loughs and the Atlantic coastline, Connemara is simultaneously barren and breathtaking.

The holiday includes:-

9 days executive coach travel.

Use of the coach while in the resort.

6 night’s dinner, bed and breakfast at the resort.

2 nights dinner, bed and breakfast in Portlaoise (1 each way).

Return Irish Sea crossing from Holyhead to Dun Laoghaire with Stena HSS.

All guest rooms feature modern facilities and attached to the hotel is an award winning leisure centre. The walking and sightseeing can include both coastal and the more remote mountains and a visit to the Aran Islands in the Atlantic, noted for their  archaeological remains, and wildlife is a possibility. The price below is the cost based on 30 persons booking. If more go the cost will be cheaper. The usual argument concerning single supplements has been aired, a cost of £90 has been accepted from the original £125 quoted, 10 rooms with single occupancy have been allocated. Price £490 per person plus single supplement if applicable. Looking at other brochures, I consider this very good value and forms the basis for an ideal holiday.

A deposit of £30 is required and the enclosed booking form should be returned the 15th, November, 2006.                                                                                                                               Lewis Hanford

************************************
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Will you please renew your membership (£5 per household) by post prior to the AGM. The reason being that there will be a speaker immediately after the meeting and there will not be time to collect subscriptions before lunch. Membership Sec., Miss E, Myers, 35 Waincliffe Drive, Leeds LS11 8ET

************************************

STOP PRESS
Additional Train Walk - Wednesday 28 December 2005

 

Settle Circular via Giggleswick & Smearsett. 13 miles. Moderately Strenuous. Book, alight & return Settle
 Unfortunately, this additional walk is not included on 2005/06 Train Walks Programme leaflet or the 2005 Calendar, but the details have been added to the train walks section of the website.
