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SUNDAY, 19th. SEPTEMBER, 2005
COACH TRIP                                                                   LEEK
This month your luxury coach heads south west into the wilds of Staffordshire into area to the north west of Leek. The ‘A’ and ‘B’ parties starting from Rushton Spencer and the ‘C’ party from the “Winking Man” pub (could be a lot of new faces on this one) on the A53, and all three finishing at Rudyard.
A WALK                           STRENUOUS                      LINEAR                          16 MILES

Dejavue sets in once again, as many of you will remember the undulations connected with our walks, the rather overgrown path of the conduit at Rushton Spencer and the fact that it could be muddy. The vegetation is rather lush and risk assessment should state wonky stiles and even barred access, but Staffordshire has been notified so we shall see. We set off in an easterly direction viewing Croker Hill and heading towards Wincle. The nursery school is aptly named “Twincle”. Then into Danebridge to pick up the Dane Valley Way, but not for long. Then back over the A523 up Rushton Bank and a gentle climb! Up to The Cloud where the views of Cheshire are extensive. I do believe it was The Long Mynd, The Stipperstones and The Clwydian Range, which we could see, and much nearer, Jodrell Bank, to the north the Forest of Bowland? We would like you to believe that it is all down hill to Rudyard Reservoir, but it isn’t. (Total ascent 2333ft.)
Leaders David and  Christina 
B WALK                             MODERATE                    LINEAR                            10 MILES

Given a good day, this is a very pleasant walk through the Staffordshire countryside with some superb views. In the morning we start from Rushton Spencer and head for The Cloud, following the Staffordshire Way. After lunch at Timbersbrook our route meanders back to Rudyard over some little walked paths and quite a lot of stiles! So, given a poor day it could be a quite difficult walk as we climb (and descend) about 1,500 feet, and it could possibly be muddy. If anyone has the energy to do a bit more at the end, I can take them another 3 miles on a nice stroll round the lake. (Total ascent 1726ft.)
Leaders Martin and Terry 
C WALK                                EASY                       LINEAR                                    8 MILES

Starting from the Winking Man Pub after refreshments, we follow moorland roads to the track down through The Roaches, past Hen Cloud and the house in the rock. After following the footpath through fields to Meerbrook, we pass the Tittesworth Res. To join the Staffordshire Moorlands Walk. Plenty of long distance views. Through a horse sanctuary and down to a disused railway giving an easy walk to Rudyard Visitors Centre.  (150ft. ascent, 1,000ft. descent)
Leaders Brian and Chris 





















