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NEWSLETTER              

NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2003.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
CHAIRMAN’S JOTTINGS

    I write these jottings in the run up to Christmas, having just put up our decorations. However, by the time you read this, the festive period will be over and the Friends Annual Dinner will probably be just over. Therefore, I hope you have all had a good time and made your New Year’s Resolution to walk more and enjoy the countryside (with FDR, of course). Of course I am biased but I believe the AGM was one of the best ever. The venue was fine, we had a good attendance (75), the business ran smoothly and you all seemed very satisfied with what your committee has accomplished and is trying to do in the future. The innovation of having a speaker worked well. Colin Speakman is a very good speaker and he had some very interesting points to make, and gave us all food for thought. Speaking of food, the caterers did us proud again. Despite all our best efforts we never seem to be able to finish all the food. The day then finished with the traditional slide show from George.

    There are so many people I have to thank for both making the year run smoothly and making the AGM work. All the committee have worked together and shared the loads. As you may know, two members of the committee have stepped down this time. Firstly, our very esteemed Events Secretary, Christina. One thing I am sure of is that anyone who has been on almost any of our events in the past five years or so must have come in contact with her. It is mainly due to her vigour and powers of persuasion that all of the events ran so smoothly. She has also encouraged us all to seek wider pastures in our walks, especially with the coaches and the weekends. A special thanks on your behalf for all the work she has done.

I would also especially like to thank Alan Jagger for all the work he has done over the years. As well as being treasurer and ensuring that we all keep within our means, Alan has epitomized our club by always greeting people and being willing to talk to them and make  them welcome. Alan has also widened the scope of our activities by running a series of Thursday walks for those who do not have to work all the time. Alan was not at the AGM this year to hear the thanks expressed, so I would like to particularly take this opportunity on your behalf. Thanks again to Alan.

    As two committee members have a rest, three more are welcomed on to the committee. Penny Lucas has stepped into the breach as Events Secretary. I am sure that everyone will help her to keep our activities as varied and enjoyable as they are now. She will be helped by Alan Kemmenoe who has taken over the role of train walks co-coordinator as well as walk leaders (and backups) co-coordinator. Alan has been helping for several years now as a co-opted member and we are pleased that it is now official! We also welcome Diane Taylor on to the committee; her enthusiasm and walking experiences will also be well used to help us work efficiently.

    We have also a change in auditor. I would like, particularly on behalf of the recent treasurers, to thank David Hopkins for his conscientious work and then welcome Douglas Robinson as the new auditor. I hope it will not be too onerous to keep the committee on the straight and narrow.

    One other innovation at the AGM was the fact that Elizabeth (and her parents) did not have to collect subscriptions off everyone and write out the membership cards. This was because you have kindly sent  in your subscriptions in advance and so the Myers’ were prepared. This also meant that they were able to join the queue early for lunch and “mingle” with their friends. We are looking to repeat if possible, but may be prevented as the constitution at present states that the AGM must agree the subscription. This is something your committee will be looking at over the next nine months. In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for your support over the years and hope we all have a good year’s walking. Just remember, if you have any good ideas, please tell us. If you have any complaints also tell us; it is difficult for us to mend something if we do not know it is broken!!

                                                                                                                                        David Sherborne 

***********************************

THANKS

OBITUARY

BILL KIRBITSON

    On the 23rd November this year I had the sad experience of  watching Bill’s ashes being scattered at the head of Crummackdale and in the building of a cairn in his memory.

    In attendance were his children and grandchildren, Ruth Evans, his loyal companion, members of FOSCL and FDR, in all approximately 80 people.

    I first met Bill over twenty years ago and apart from the love of walking, we both found we had something else in common. We were both joiners and carpenters in our own right; so, many tales of our experiences in the building trade were swapped.

    It was not very hard to get along with Bill. He had a vast knowledge of things and he enthused all who came in contact with him. It was Bill that also got me involved with National Park Voluntary Warden Service, in which we were to spend almost two decades

    He loved the Yorkshire Dales and especially Crummackdale. In our days as walk leaders when there were no takers for the walks from the train, he would say “Come on, let’s wander over Crummackdale, off track”. He loved nothing better, so it is not surprising he wished it to be his last resting place. 

    If anyone wants to visit the cairn, it is opposite Moughton Scar, ref. SD 787722, or if you would rather be led, I would gladly take you. I know Ruth and his family would be pleased to know his “Friends” were remembering him.

    In Sympathy.

                                                                                                                                     George Thompson

********************************

REMINDER 1

    Special offers on the Settle-Carlisle and Morecambe lines run to the end of January. See leaflet available at stations and C.I.T’s. for offers for Metro Card holders and senior & disabled concessions.

                                                                                                                                        Joyce Broughton

REMINDER 2

                               If you haven’t yet received a calendar, you are not a member!! 

                                                                                                       Elizabeth Myers 

******************************

SMARDALE

    Smardale disused railway line came to life again on Sunday 18th August, 2002, when the Cumbria Wildlife Trust organised an Open Day, even providing a shuttle bus from Kirkby Stephen market place, and picking up at the station – A service Friends would have appreciated on Smardale walks. 

    A series of imaginative ‘stops’ along the line featured ‘Green woodworkers’ stop’, Scotch argus stop’- the reserve being famous for this butterfly- and ‘Stainmoor stop’ for the railway buffs. A storyteller and musicians entertained visitors. Over the viaduct, by the limekiln, the Mountain Rescue had a display. Local experts led wild flower and geology walks throughout the day. Live Scotch argus butterflies put in a brief appearance, too.

    Those who travelled it in the past would hardly have envisaged this, but like many other lost railway lines, it has become a wonderful wildlife resource, thanks to the Cumbria Trust.

    Red squirrel pressed close to a conifer, seen by our group many years ago (led by Laurie Fellows), as if pretending to be invisible, was described as behaving in the same way on the evening before by one of CWT volunteers. Having now disappeared from many of its former homes, long may it continue in Smardale.

    We remembered the days when we had our lunch by the packhorse bridge over Scandale beck, carefully choosing the sheltered side, or huddling in the rain. There were no refreshments until Kirkby Stephen and then only if time allowed. 

    This time delicious food was served in the garden of Smardale Hall. What luxury! We were even able to enter this historic establishment to use the facilities.

    We chatted to a local woman who still much regretted but agreed that, if she couldn’t have a train, this is a worthwhile future for the line.

                                                                                                                                    Audrey Gramshaw 

********************************

SOME THOUGHTS from a NEW MEMBER

    Having only joined the Friends since moving to Ilkley three years ago, I am very impressed by the comprehensive programme of walks and the enthusiasm of the members.

    Colin Speakman’s address following the AGM in November, served to remind me that if it were not for his enthusiasm in organising a Rambler Excursion in 1974 and his subsequent pioneering of the DalesRail project when at the Yorkshire Dales National Park, we may not now be in the happy position of being able to use the Leeds-Settle-Carlisle line for our walks on most of the year (strikes permitting!)

    As I said after Colin’s address, during my time with British Rail, I had the frustrating experience of working for a short  time with a team in London involved in the rundown of the line. I did, however gain one concession in that I persuaded the management to agree to the operation of DalesRail so long as the line remained open, and took delight in writing to the National Park Officer on these lines. Colin told me recently that he remembered my letter. 

    Other key players were a former station master at Settle who persuaded management to agree to the “Thames-Clyde” and “Waverley” expresses stopping at Settle (had he not succeeded Settle could have closed along with other stations when the local trains were withdrawn in 1970), the Project Manager appointed to see the closure through, who with the help of Cumbria County Council turned DalesRail into a daily service, “The Dalesman” as it was known at the time, forming the basis of the present service, and the sharp-eyed Secretary of the Yorkshire TUCC who spotted a flaw in the original closure notice, leading to a widening of the scope for objections by the inclusion of users of DalesRail.

    Whilst the problems arising from privatisation and the current refranchising of the service are preventing improvements in the service suggested by myself and the other Friends, it has to be said that the line now has a better local service than at any time in its history.

                                                                                                                                         Alan J. Sutcliffe

NAVIGATION

    In possession of a GPS and wish to know how to use it!

    Been given one for Christmas and don’t know what to do!

    Then help may be at hand.

    A navigation course using your GPS.

    If you are interested in the course and wish to have a weekend in the Lakes in the New Year, then see below. You may not be into gadgets and wish to obtain a headache by some other means and just enjoy a weekend away

    Complete the following and give it to me and I will be in touch when a weekend has been arranged.

(A) I would like a course with my GPS and weekend

(B) I want only the weekend and no course.

     Please delete either A or B

     Name……………………………………………

     Tele. No…………………………………………

                                                                                                                                       Lewis Handford

********************************

KINGS LYNN, APRIL 2003

    We have 30+ booked for the above. If you have forgotten or changed your mind about this weekend, please forward your booking form (see last Newsletter) as soon as possible, to Pat Wilson

                                                                                                                                        Lewis Handford

******************************* 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND

INCHRIE CASTLE HOTEL- COVENANTERS INN, ABERFOYLE, TROSSACHS, SCOTLAND

22ND AUGUST, 2003. 3 NIGHTS, 4 DAYS

           Cost £165, Dinner, Bed and Breakfast, including Coach from Leeds and Bradford

    The above has been booked for our usual Bank Holiday weekend for 2003. Aberfoyle, situated on the edge of the Highlands in the Trossachs National Park, provides walking for all abilities

    There is history here and great beauty. The tales of Rob Roy, the Scottish clans and the Jacobite uprisings provide some of the history; Sir Walter Scott and other poets and writers described the scenery.

    The hotel provides all the usual comforts and is also famous. In one of the beamed rooms  the “Stone of Destiny”, over which the Scottish Kings and Queens of a bygone era were crowned, was secreted when it mysteriously disappeared from Westminster Abbey.

    We have the use of the coach throughout the weekend. A deposit of £30 is required by the 15th March, 2003. A discounted single supplement of £15 must regrettably be added to the cost if applicable. A booking form is enclosed for completion.

                                                                                                                                         Lewis Handford

COACH WALKS BOOKING

    It is essential to keep the monthly walk coach full and bookings should be made through Brian Hall as early as possible. If, for any reason you have booked and then find it is not possible to go, please get in touch as quickly as you can, as there can sometimes be a awaiting list for seats and any not taken, still have to be paid for, which is a drain on club funds. Please contact:-

    Brian Hall, 4 Newlands Drive, Crossflatts, Bingley, BD16 2SS.     Tel. 01274 551399.

**************************** 

AGM SLIDE SHOW

    For many years now, George has presented an excellent slide show after the AGM, but even with his large collection of slides, he now finds he is almost at the point of repetition. If any members have slides showing aspects of FDR walks, weekends, social events etc. and they would be prepared to loan them for AGM shows,  the club would be most grateful. If you are interested, please contact:-

    George Thompson, 12 Ridgeway, Leeds LS8 4DF.    Tel. 0113 2668000.

BUXTON WEEKEND, 25/27 0CTOBER, 2002

    Members from all over the country arrived to a wonderfully comfortable hotel on the Friday. Some had braved the high passes and others had fought with motorways. The weather forecast was not good but walkers always travel hopefully and after a splendid meal and time at the bar expectations for Saturday were high.

    To everyone's surprise large patches of blue sky were clearly visible in the morning and these spread as the day went on. 'A' party had been promised a walk of 20? 17? 15? miles and left the bus just before Hartington to plot a course between Dovedale and the Manifold valley initially down Narrowdale. There were some surprises on the way. The river Manifold which, we were assured, had been totally invisible at the time of the recce was in full spate. Oh dear!  At Wetton the holy ones sat outside the church and the others found the pub. One member found she had been sitting with the wrong group. We never heard the last of it! Safely back at Hulme End we used our time profitably in cleaning our boots until the coach arrived.

    'B' party also offered a walk of variable mileage - could be 10, could be 13. Wait and see. 'C' party, not to be outdone, decided to give the 'B' party their support and all set off together. Starting and finishing at Hartington they moved via Sheen to Brund where they followed the course of the river Manifold to Longnor. One member was heard to remark that he had never trodden in so much .... in all his life. Lucky man, he must have led a clean and blameless life. At the 10 mile point near Pilsbury a brave volunteer stepped forward to lead the extra three miles along the Tissington Trail and arrived safely in Hartington where another boot washing ceremony took place. Despite extensive research I have been unable to unearth any other exciting events. To misquote someone famous: 'There were no shipwrecks and nobody drowned. In fact, nothing to laugh at at all.' It just shows how well led we all were and what care our leaders took of us.

    Sunday, however, was different. It was a day of potential shipwrecks and drownings. The weather was straight out of Macbeth, tearing branches from trees and soaking those who dared to put a head or even a hair out of doors. 'A' walk was cancelled and a modified 'B' walk offered. Most people saw the light or rather the dark clouds and departed to wrestle with massive winds, driving rain and roads closed due to accidents or tree-felling. Some chose to visit the book fair in Buxton and some chose to stay and drink coffee at the hotel.

    Then there is a rumour that twelve souls, labelled mentally deficient by the rest, ventured out for a walk (what?). Walk might not be the most accurate word to describe what they did. Flying, soaring even as they reached the dizzy heights of Solomon's Temple and clung to each other to stay earthbound. Was this wise? Crossing fields against the wind became a major feat and avoiding the cow pats when they landed an even greater one. They got back safely, however, much to the amazement of those still at the hotel, who were still wondering why they had done it. Did we enjoy it? Well, it got us out, didn't it? And we definitely felt better for it. Didn't we?

    A most enjoyable weekend. Memories of stiles, which may have prompted people to start a diet and beautiful countryside, enhanced by the sunlight and racing clouds will stay in many people's minds. Thanks to all those involved in the organisation of the weekend and those who recceed and led the walks. We couldn't do it without you.

                                                                                                                      Diane Exley
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It has come to our notice that Lewis Handford

has a new  Post-Retirement business interest.

It appears to be a significant departure from his normal business interests.

We wish him well in this new venture!

Carola
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SECRETARY’S REPORT (AGM)

     This year has seen a slow recovery from the ravages of the Foot and Mouth outbreak. Information on the viability of walks was sometimes difficult to obtain and we hesitated to advertise walks where access was not clear. For this reason walks were not advertised to the public until March and even after that there was some uncertainty as paths through some farms re-closed to allow new stock to settle in. Even now in some parts of the country sheep and cattle show every sign of not recognising walkers as part of the field furniture and some paths still show signs of overgrowth. The last closed paths in Northumberland were not re-opened until 22 September this year

    However, membership has remained at the same level as last year and an extensive programme of walks has been carried out in different parts of the country. The Settle-Carlisle, Morecambe and West Yorkshire lines have been well used and the usual programme of Lake District walks, walks from the coach and walking weekends have been organised.  Once again train strikes have not helped the organisation of walks and a great deal of effort is expended in trying to catch the latest news. The promise of more strikes to come in the New Year, coupled with some unreliability when the trains are running, is a continual source of frustration. Some members have also complained about the high cost of train journeys. Nevertheless the average number of walkers taking part in train walks has remained at between 13 and 14 and the full range of easy to extra strenuous walks has been covered. We look forward to seeing how the next franchise holder will cope with the situation.

     On the positive side we now have a professionally designed website which, it is hoped, will reach a wider public than previous publicity, encouraging those who are new to the area or visiting it to join in with some of the activities. As well as details of all walks organised for the public it has a regularly updated news board giving the latest information

on train strikes, a section on activities for members, links with other organisations and some stunning photographs. Funds for setting it up and for printing publicity leaflets were provided following a successful bid to Yorkshire Forward for a regeneration grant. Many thanks to David Sherborne for composing the bid in such a persuasive way and many thanks to all the hard work Philip Birtwistle has put into setting the website up and volunteering to maintain it. (www.friendsofdalesrail.org) 

    On the ground as it were Joyce Broughton and George Thompson continue to spread the word by distributing leaflets and posters over a wide area. A  recent walk undertaken as part of the Calderdale Walking Festival recruited several new members. Yorkshire Water which has opened several access paths in the region during the past year, sponsored the festival itself.

    Looking at the wider picture there have been delays in producing maps as well as in publishing detailed regulations covering how the legislation under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act will work. On another front we learned that, in spite of a well fought campaign by local people and  walking and conservation organisations  to oppose some of the MOD's proposals to intensify army training at Warcop the Inspector concluded that the national need for the compulsory extinguishment of the common rights on military training grounds is established and that the impact of the subsequent intensified use of the Warcop Range was not unreasonable or disproportionate to the national need. Public access is guaranteed on Sundays and new rights of way will be established. It remains to be seen exactly what this means. Locally, our members are active in reporting access difficulties such as blocked, broken or missing stiles, padlocked gates and the latest hazard, trail bikes coughing out noxious exhaust fumes and reducing paths to muddy cart tracks while making eyes sore.

    During the year we sadly had to look for a new venue for committee meetings as Salem Hall closed down. We held our last meeting there in June.  Luckily the Adelphi public house just across the road was able to make room for us. Tea and coffee may have been exchanged for stronger brews but there is no evidence that decision-making has been affected in any way by this change. The committee has continued to keep its collective nose to the grindstone.

    But of course it isn't only the committee, which works for DalesRail and makes it the successful organisation that it is. There has been a consistent policy of trying to involve as many people as possible in various parts of the organisation. Every member makes a contribution with their subscription, of course, but others work quietly in the background organising train walks, distributing train passes, ensuring that weekends away run smoothly, leading and backing up walks,  and a host of other activities which means that the organisation keeps ticking over. Thanks  to all those who contribute in any way to the success of DalesRail. We look forward to another year of enjoyable walks

                                                                                                                      Diane Exley

********************************
COACH WALKS
Fridaythorpe                                                    Sunday 10 October 2002

    The expected rain and wind did not materialise luckily and 'A' and 'C' parties debussed at Fridaythorpe to start their respective circular walks while 'B' party continued to Wharram Le Street.

The promise of two extra hills at the end of the walk if they were good spurred 'A' party up and down wolds, along dales to the lovely Saxon church at Great Givendale and then to the A166 where they were granted extra mileage and ascents. 'B' party visited the much-excavated site of Wharram Percy and then took the Wolds Way down through Thixendale, Bradeham Dale and Wayrham Dale to the A166. A pleasant field walk then brought them back to Fridaythorpe. Following the same initial track as the 'A' party and visiting Huggate, the 'C' party veered off just past Glebe Farm to make for Huggate Wold, across the A166 to join up, once again, with the 'A' party's final section. A good day was had by all. Thanks to all leaders and backups.

Frodsham/Helsby                                          Sunday 17 November 2002

    The weather prospect was not promising as we left Leeds but brightened throughout the day. 'A' party started with an improving vista of the chemical works across the River Weaver but soon gained the heights of Beacon Hill, Harrol Edge and Helsby Hill. Wales was unfortunately not visible but the varied countryside around  made up for that. 'B' party struck off to the south, following the same path as the 'A' party initially but soon picking up the Sandstone Trail and then entering Delamere Forest. A fair bit of mud accumulated but did not interfere with anyone's pleasure. To their surprise 'C' party did 10 miles but didn't seem to be too fazed at the end of it. Their walk took in Helsby Hill as well as quite a bit of mud, but all arrived safely in Frodsham to taste the varying delights on offer. Thanks to all leaders and their backups.

Middleham/Masham                                                        Sunday 15 December 2002

    Anyone with half a brain would have stayed in bed once they had seen the weather, but a coachful of people rolled their way expectantly towards Wensleydale hoping that it would get better. It didn't. Yomping was the order of the day for 'A' party as they left East Witton to cross Braithwaite Moor in thick fog with the help of a GPS. Yomp followed yomp as did occasional paths through the heather and bracken. Eventually cows, sheep and fields emerged and the road to Masham gleamed in welcome. 'B' party chose a lower route to begin with, gathering mud as they went from Jervaulx up to East Witton and the edge of the moor. Undulations followed but were not too taxing and all came safely to Masham. 'C' party took Middleham as their starting point and followed the River Cover to East Witton from where they completed their circular tour back to Middleham and the waiting coach. Many thanks to the leaders especially those guiding 'A' party. It was not easy. 

                                                                                                                             Diane Exley

*****************************






















