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COACH TRIP                                            WASHBURN VALLEY

From the barren fells of Wensleydale (A & B),  this months walks are in the gentler hills and moors of the Washburn Valley, home of the major source of Leeds city water supply. The ‘A’ party starting from the car park in Swinsty Moor Plantation, the ‘B’ party from Leathley and the ‘C’ party from the ‘Sun Inn’, near Bland Hill, and all parties finishing at the inn.

A WALK                 STRENUOUS             ALMOST CIRCULAR             14.5 miles

Todays walk takes in moors, fields, rivers, and reservoirs with lots of good views if the weather is kind. We start from the car park above Swinsty Reservoir and head west onto Denton Moor. Following ancient boundary stones, we climb up to Lippersley Pike for views of the surrounding countryside. Then down into the valley before climbing to our highest point on Round Hill – more boundary posts. A steep descent takes us across the most dangerous road in Britain and on a change to fields. We climb to join the Dales Way Link and descend to follow the River Washburn to Fewston Reservoir and on to the Sun Inn.

Leaders John and Moya              

B WALK                         MODERATE                   LINEAR                        10 MILES

The walk begins in the picturesque village of Leathley, passing the stately Leathley Hall. We walk through gentle meadows to arrive at Leathley Mill, then follow the River Washburn to Lindley Wood Res., where we may see the migratory geese, as we walk along the reservoir edge. We climb through woodland to the Norwood Edge plantation with its vast panorama including views of Swinsty Res. After visiting the unique Little Alms Cliff crags, the route descends gradually to the Victorian house of Scargill. Following the stream through woodland we then return by way of the tranquil Beaver Dyke Res. and pause briefly at the ruined lodge.

Leaders Meryl and Diane

C WALK                              EASY                  CIRCULAR                         5/6 MILES

Crossing the road from the Sun Inn, we proceed through fields and woodland down to Swinsty Res, then along to and crossing over, Swinsty dam. Following the River Washburn down through farm fields we eventually cross over Timble Beck leading up to Low Snowdon. Farm fields lead us to Dick’s Beck which we follow down to, and recross Timble Gill Beck before ascending to Timble village. We leave the village on the green lane leading to Swinsty Woods passing Swinsty Hall and returning to Swinsty dam from where retrace our steps by road to the Sun Inn.

Leaders Stan and Kath   





















