SUNDAY, 18th  APRIL, 2004
COACH TRIP                                                        FARNDALE

This month we return to the wide-open spaces and steep sided valleys of the North York Moors, Farndale in particular. The ‘A’ and ‘C’ walks both start from the Hutton-le-Hole/Castleton road, close to the Lion Inn – sorry, but don’t think it will be open at this time of the morning. The ‘B’ walk starts from Hutton-le-Hole and all finish there. ‘A’ and ‘B’ groups follow parts of the old mineral railway that ran from the iron kilns at  the top of Rosedale Bank to Ingleby Greenhow. In the winter of 1916/17 the line was closed for 5 weeks by 30ft. snow drifts!! All 3 groups unusually converge, for nearly a mile in Farndale, at a place twice controversially planned for a reservoir. Farndale is famed for its true wild daffodils (as if you didn’t know), often known as Lenten Lillies, and are protected by law. Shortly, all 3 split again, until reaching the end at Hutton-le-Hole. Usual suitable refreshments available.   

A WALK                 STRENUOUS                   LINEAR                    15.5 MILES

Route: Blakey Ridge (Church Houses Road Junction SE683989) – via Disused Railway – Esk House – Wether Hill – via Rudland Rigg – Monket House – High Mill – Low Mill – Harland – Hope Inn Farm – Grays – Faddell Rigg – Grouse Hall – Hutton-le-Hole.

A varied, undulating walk after an easy introduction. Stretches of moorland are interspersed with 3 forays into Farndale with its sylvan delights. Ascent: approx. 1600 feet.

Leaders David and Carola

B WALK                    MODERATE                 CIRCULAR               12 MILES

From Hutton-le-Hole we make our way onto Hutton Ridge then Loskey Ridge, trekking across open heather to Chimney Bank. We follow the dismantled railway route along Blakey Ridge with spectacular views down Rosedale. We turn left at 690976 (have your GPS at the ready – a prize for anyone who spots this before we do as we recced this in deep snow) and descend to Bragg Farm to enjoy a delightful meander along the River Dove to Low Mill. We then take minor tracks (probably muddy) to Ewecote Farm as we head back to Hutton-le-Hole, again enjoying open moorland views.

Leaders Diane and Penny

C WALK                           EASY                           LINEAR                  7.5 MILES

Starting on Low Blakey Moor we head over a short stretch of moorland before descending into Farndale. We will then follow good paths between High Mill and Low Mill, continuing on less worn paths through (hopefully) more daffodils and woodland, to reach Hutton-le-Hole

Leaders Glynnis and Cedric
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