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SUNDAY, 21st JANUARY, 2007
COACH TRIP                                                   HOVINGHAM
After the rigours of Pendle and the ups and downs of the last two coach walks, this month  the more gentle terrain of the rolling countryside on and around the grounds of the famous Castle Howard estate for the A’s and B’s,  while the C  party enjoys a more moderate circular route near Hovingham. The usual refreshments available for the usual tastes.  
A WALK                           STRENUOUS                     LINEAR                        16  MILES 

Leaving the gaunt towers of Sheriff Hutton castle, we make our way to Bulmer via High Stittenham. Narrowly missing Welburn we climb gently past the Pyramid to reach the Averies. Plunging through the gatehouse we gain Brandrith Wood and thence to the village of Ganthorpe. Passing through Thurtle Wood we attack Slingsby Banks Wood to reach Centenary Way and finally to Hovingham. Hills are in short supply but mud and horses are unavoidable.                                                                           Leaders Diane and Alan 
B WALK                        MODERATE                             LINEAR                   11.5 MILES

We are dropped from the coach near Kirkham Priory and head down to the River Derwent. A gentle meander alongside the railway to Crambeck takes us then North West along the Centenary Way. We stroll along fields and woods and come to the Great Lake, just north of Castle Howard, passing Kirk Hill Mausoleum. Passing through the pretty village of Coneysthorpe, with its attractive church, we head north and then west, eventually picking up the Ebor Way to Hovingham. The walk was muddy the day we recced so gaiters would be an advantage.                                                                                                            Leaders Alan and Lynn 
C WALK                                   EASY                          CIRCULAR                       8 MILES

After the usual start with a visit to the local café, we head out along good paths, around fields to the village of Slingsby, where we have lunch. From here we start our climb up Bank Lane to Slingsby Bank Wood, to reach the highest point of our walk at 100m. Following the forest track we make our way along the “Centenary Way” and “Ebor Way” before descending back to Hovingham. If the weather is kind to us we will have good views even though we are not climbing very high. Though there will be some mud, the best bit is there are no stiles.                                                                                              Leaders Glennys and Pat





















