SUNDAY, 16th  MAY, 2004

COACH TRIP                                                                 CHIRK

The rolling hills and dales of the Welsh border country beckon this month. The ‘A’ & ‘B’ groups starting from Glyn Ceiriog and make their way to the small town of Chirk, from where the ‘C’ group start and finish. For approx. a mile all three groups follow the same route to the finish. At some points, all three traverse parts of Offa’s Dyke, a massive earthwork ( now not quite as big), 168 miles long, stretching from Prestatyn in the north to Chepstow, in Gloucestershire. Built by Offa, King of Mercia to keep the Welsh “barbarians” out of England. Chirk Castle was built in 1310 and lived in continuously ever since. In Chirk, The Shropshire Union Canal crosses the river by an aqueduct and the railway crosses by a viaduct! Refreshments available to suit all tastes.

A WALK                 STRENUOUS                      LINEAR                    14 MILES

The walk starts at Glyn Ceiriog, 9 miles west of Chirk and finishes in Chirk. The first half of the walk is in Wales, then we cox and box with the English/Welsh border but finish up back in Wales at Chirk. Good Welsh upland scenery with frequent views across to the Berwyn Mountains, the highest of which is Cadair Bronnwen at 2,575’. We use footpaths, bridleways and old drove roads, sometimes using local walking routes, plus a stretch of the National Trail, Offa’s Dyke. We don’t think you will be disappointed. (1,700’ ascent).

Leaders Brian and Diane.

B WALK                       MODERATE                   LINEAR                 10 MILES

Starting at Glyn Ceiriog we ascend at a leisurely pace as the road rises for more than a mile. Once on the tops we pass by Caemor Wood and then down past Tyn-y-rhyd to Craignant. Onto the Offa’s Dyke path and then gradually descending to Bronygarth. Alongside the River Ceiriog to Chirk Bank. Over the aqueduct, and the rest of the walk we’ll keep you in the dark!!

Leaders Douglas and Mary.

C WALK                           EASY                   CIRCULAR                   7/8 MILES

Starting from Chirk, the walk crosses the Shropshire Union Canal and continues around parkland surrounding Chirk Castle, home of the Myddleton family for more than 400 years. After crossing Offa’s Dyke, the path joins Offa’s Dyke path, dropping into the lovely Ceiriog valley, before climbing to continue along the south side of the valley. Finally descending to the river and passing beneath the 19th century viaduct and 18th century aqueduct, the walk re-enters Chirk passing the medieval church on the way.

Leaders Brian and Sue. 






















