Archived News Items 2011
These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.

19 December 2011 - Train Walks Update for the holiday period

Below is a summary of rail and bus travel information from West Yorkshire Metro for the days over the holiday period when Friends of DalesRail are organising walks:

CHRISTMAS EVE SATURDAY 24 DECEMBER AND

NEW YEAR'S EVE SATURDAY 31 DECEMBER 2011

BUSES - normal Saturday service until 1800. After this time services will be reduced with no service after 2000.

TRAINS - normal Saturday service until 2000. After this time, services will be reduced with no service after 2200.

Please click here for detailed information on travel over the festive period (external website link)

NEW YEAR'S DAY SUNDAY 1 JANUARY 2012

BUSES - no services except for service 757 (Leeds - Horsforth - Leeds-Bradford International Airport) and some voluntary services. 

TRAINS - normal Sunday service, but with some changes before 0800.

Please click here for detailed information on travel for New Year's Day (external website link)

The Friends of DalesRail website will not be updated between 24 December 2011 and 2 January 2012

12 December 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 17 December (amended item)

Settle to Horton (strenuous walk)

The leaders do not anticipate going as far as Plover Hill and will modify the walk according to the weather and daylight. It is anticipated that the walk will include Pen-y-Ghent.

Holmfirth Circular (moderate walk)

The meeting point for this event is Huddersfield Rail Station at 09.30 from where we plan to walk to Huddersfield Bus Station to catch the 09.45 bus to Holmfirth. Please note that the starting time is not based on the arrival of any particular train so (unless the leaders themselves are delayed), we plan to leave promptly at 09.30. For train times into Huddersfield, please refer to the Train Walks page for the on-line journey planner and links to timetables.

If you are not already entitled to concessionary travel, you could buy an Adult Train and Bus DayRover. This covers all rail and bus travel within the West Yorkshire metro area for one day. It costs £6.60 for one adult or there is a Family Dayrover costing £9.50 for two adults and up to 3 children. For full details, terms and conditions for the West Yorkshire DayRover, please click here (external website link).

28 November 2011 - Train Walk Update for the Slaidburn to Settle strenuous(Morecambe line) walk on Saturday 3 December (amended item) 

Additional information from the walk leader: 

As the minibus to Slaidburn only takes 15 passengers, please email jackwood.megan@gmail.com of phone 01282 842453 if you plan to be on the walk. If necessary I will arrange additional transport on Friday morning. (Jack Wood)

14 November 2011 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 19 November 2011 

Walkers on the Harewood to Menston (Harrogate line) moderate walk are requested to alight from the train at Harrogate and then catch the no. 36 bus to Harewood (Ripon to Leeds service). The walk will commence from opposite the Harewood Arms at approximately 1015, after the arrival of the 0950 bus from Harrogate, which is due to arrive at Harewood at 1013.

24 October 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 29 October 2011 

Walkers on the Rylstone to Grassington (easy) walk on may save money on the bus fare by purchasing a combined bus/rail Skipton Dalesbus ticket (details below). 

Skipton DalesBus tickets allow a day return by train to Skipton, then unlimited travel on the Wharfedale area buses, as far north as Buckden. The tickets cost just £3.00 on top of the Off-Peak Return fare to Skipton. The tickets are available from Leeds, Bradford Forster Square and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale lines. 

A Skipton DalesBus ticket from Leeds currently costs £10.70, but the price should be less from intermediate stations. Note that the DalesBus tickets can only be combined with Off-Peak Return fares, not any other type of ticket and they cannot be combined with concessionary fares for MetroPermit holders.

A similar Ilkley DalesBus ticket is also available for travellers on the Wharfedale line.

Please click here to see the full details of DalesBus tickets on the Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Users Group website (external link)

10 October 2011 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 15 October 

This walk has been changed from the one originally advertised in the members' calendar and the revised details are: 

Hellifield to Settle

via Attermire Scar

10 miles moderate

Book & return Settle: alight Hellifield 

This event has been changed due to the reduction in frequency of the Skipton to Harrogate (X59) bus, which no longer has a convenient connection at Skipton for the morning train from Leeds.

17 September 2011 - Train Walk Update for Sunday 25 September 

Please note an important change to the strenuous Caldervale line walk on Sunday 25 September from Burnley to Hebden Bridge via Gorple Reservoirs. This walk will now be from the 08.45 Leeds to Blackpool train. The walk will commence from Burnley Manchester Road rail station, following the arrival of this train which is due at 09.50.

The easy Caldervale line walk (Hebden Bridge Circular) will still be from the usual 09.02 Leeds to Manchester Victoria train.

14 September 2011 - Events Update for the coming weekend (amended item) 

TRAIN WALK ON SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 
For the moderate Laneshaw Bridge to Earby walk, please catch the usual 08.49 train from Leeds to Keighley, alighting at 09.12. Please then catch service bus 25 from Keighley Bus Station (stand 0) at 09.32 to Laneshaw Bridge (final destination of the bus is Burnley or Padiham). 

If you are not entitled to concessionary travel, please purchase a Day Silver Bus Ticket from the driver (cost £5.50). This will also cover your bus fare from Earby back to Skipton after the walk. Your leaders will meet you when you alight from the bus at Laneshaw Bridge, arrival time 10.07.

6 September 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 10 September 

Please note the moderately strenuous walk has been changed from the one originally advertised in the members' calendar and the amended details are: 

Ribblehead Circular

via Gavel Gap

13 miles moderately strenuous

Book, alight and return Ribblehead 

This walk has been changed because of alterations to the Hawes to Garsdale bus service.

7 August 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 13 August 2011 

Clitheroe Circular - 8 miles easy (bus out from and back to Skipton) 

For the outward bus journey walkers should catch the X80 Preston bus, departing from Skipton rail station at 1023. Please book a day return to Clitheroe and alight at Clitheroe Interchange (bus arrives 1057), where your leaders will meet you. 

Buckden to Grassington - 13 miles moderate/strenous (bus out from and back to Skipton) 

Walkers may save money on the bus fare by purchasing a combined bus/rail Skipton Dalesbus ticket (details below). 

Skipton DalesBus tickets allow a day return by train to Skipton, then unlimited travel on the Wharfedale area buses, as far north as Buckden. The tickets cost just £3.00 on top of the Off-Peak Return fare to Skipton. The tickets are available from Leeds, Bradford Forster Square and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale lines. 

A Skipton DalesBus ticket from Leeds currently costs £10.70, but the price should be less from intermediate stations. Note that the DalesBus tickets can only be combined with Off-Peak Return fares, not any other type of ticket and they cannot be combined with concessionary fares for MetroPermit holders.

A similar Ilkley DalesBus ticket is also available for travellers on the Wharfedale line.

Please click here to see the full details of DalesBus tickets on the Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Users Group website (external link)

2 August 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 6 August 

Murton Circular (Strenuous Plus walk) - Additional information from Walk Leader:

1. Minibus to and from Murton (fare payable). Please book your place by calling or emailing me: jackwood.megan@gmail.com by 10pm on Thursday 4 August 2011

2. Beds available in Earby for Friday night

3. Breakfast on the train (bring own!)

4. Come prepared to wade Maize Beck 

(Jack Wood)

14 June 2011
For anyone attending our "other line" walk from Slaithwaite to Marsden on Saturday 18 June... If you are not already entitled to concessionary travel, you could buy an Adult Train DayRover (£5.70), an Adult Bus and Train DayRover (£6.60) or a Family Bus and Train DayRover (£9.50 for two adults and up to 3 children). Depending on which type of ticket you choose, DayRovers cover all travel within the West Yorkshire metro area for one day. Please note that no bus travel is involved to get to or from the walk itself. 

For full details, terms and conditions for the West Yorkshire DayRover, please click here (external website link).

6 June 2011 - Train Walks Reminder 

The Kirkby Stephen Circular walk on Saturday 11 June is incorrectly graded as being 16 miles strenuous in the calendar, but it is in fact 14 miles moderately strenuous as correctly stated in the train programme leaflet.
1 June 2011 

Cotswold Outdoor at the Core Shopping Centre, Leeds are hosting a discount evening for affiliated clubs and their members, which includes Friends of DalesRail, on Thursday 16th June 2011 between the hours of 5pm and 7pm. 

On the night itself all participants will be entitled to 20% off any item in the store that is not on special offer or sale and there will be a raffle giving all those who attend a chance to win one of the following – 

Mountain Equipment Wet & Dry Duffle Bag (40L)

Mountain Equipment Helium 3.8 Camping Mat. 

Berghaus Spectrum Fleece/Tech T-Shirt Twin Pack. 

Everyone who does take advantage of this offer must sign up to their new Explore More loyalty card which gives you a chance to win £100’s worth of vouchers each time you buy something in store, online or by mail order. It also keeps you up to date with special promotions giving anything up to 40% off certain products every month.
10 May 2011 - Coach Walks Update (amended item) 

The walks sketch map and leaders' walk descriptions for the forthcoming members' coach trip to Sewerby, near Bridlington on Sunday 15 May 2011 can now be seen in the Coach Walks 2011 section. 

Would anyone who wishes to making a booking or a cancellation for this trip, please contact: 

Diane Taylor on 0113 293 1924 or

Brian Hall on 01274 551399 or 01274 824519

2 May 2011 - Reminder 

CHANGE TO TRAIN WALK ON SATURDAY 7 MAY 

The moderate Morecambe line walk on this date has been changed and the full details are now: 

Wennington to Bentham

via Spen Brow and Mewith Lane

10 miles moderate

Book and alight Wennington: return Bentham 

Please note this walk will now not involve the use of a bus and will return to the "normal" train - ie: the 1705 train from Bentham to Skipton/Leeds. The route has changed because of a bus replacement service between Lancaster and Bentham later on in the day. 

The strenuous walk from the Settle/Carlisle line is unaffected and will go ahead as advertised.
18 April 2011 (updated item) 

The walks sketch map, leaders' walk descriptions and walk report from the members' coach trip to Hornby in the Lune Valley, Lancashire on Sunday 17 April can now be seen in the Coach Walks 2011 section.

17 April 2011 - 30th Anniversary (updated item) 

The 30th anniversary of the first ever Friends of DalesRail walk was celebrated on Saturday 2 April with 79 people joining four walks from Settle and Long Preston. These converged at Hellifield for a buffet and social gathering at the Long Drag cafe on the station, which was attended by 69 people. A celebratory cake was provided to mark the occasion (baking by Les Crooke, photo above by Dave Sherbone) and we were joined by several founder members of the society. Our current chairperson Moya McNamara gave a short speech to mark the occasion and to look forward to the next 30 years. 

Please click here to view additional photos by John Wood (external web link) 

Please click here to view additional photos by Penny Smith (external web link)

13 April 2011 - Train Walk on Saturday 16 April 

Walkers on the Harrogate line walk from Ripley to Pateley Bridge may be able to save money on the Leeds to Harrogate section of the train journey by purchasing a Duo ticket. 

A Duo gives you one return train ticket, plus a second for half the price when two adults travel together. You must travel together for the whole of the journey, no further railcard discounts are available and the Duo price only applies to the Leeds to Harrogate section of the journey. Any other travel into/out of Leeds must be paid for at your usual rate. 

Please click here for more details on the Duo ticket (external website link)

This walk involves a bus journey to and from Harrogate - the adult return fare is £6.80.
9 April 2011 

A selection of photos and a report from the recent members' weekend at Mold, North Wales can be seen in the Past Events (Holidays 2011) section. Additional photos uploaded 9 April.
3 April 2011 - Events Update 

THURSDAY WALKS 

Please note that no dogs are allowed on the members' Thursday walk on 7 April 2011, due to access land restrictions on Barden Moor.

23 March 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 2 April 

The strenuous walk, Settle to Hellifield, is advertised at 16 miles. However this is the day we celebrate the Society's 30th anniversary and many members have booked the buffet at Long Drag cafe which starts at 4pm. This walk will therefore be shortened to 14/15 miles and will not be going via Malham Tarn but will go to Malham Cove.
21 March 2011 (updated item) 

The walks sketch map, leaders' walk descriptions and walk report for the members' coach trip to Wortley, South Yorkshire on Sunday 20 March can now be seen in the Coach Walks 2011 section. 

20 March 2011 

Please note the venue for the members 3 night holiday from 14 to 17 October 2011 has now been moved to the Keswick Country House Hotel, Keswick, Cumbria. Full details and the booking form will be included with the Spring 2011 newsletter, which is due to be published next month. 

6 March 2011 

To celebrate 30 years walking with Friends of DalesRail, jute bags...very eco friendly are now available to purchase at £4.00 each - please see the image below. They can be obtained from Diane Taylor at the Map and Compass course, Leaders Meeting, on the coach, at the Mold weekend and on train walks (if pre-ordered by telephoning 0113 293 1924) and at events throughout the year. Please ring Diane on the above number to order one - delivery can also be arranged. Everyone should have one!

27 February 2011 

The online version of the January 2011 members' newsletter can now be viewed in the Newsletter section. 

Please send any items for inclusion in the Spring 2011 inclusion to the editor, Penny Smith, as soon as possible, but no later than Monday 11 April. 

28 February 2011 - Events Update 

There are three places left for the Map and Compass course to be held at Addingham on Saturday March 12 - packed lunch, boots, compass and map needed. Please telephone 0113 293 1924 for details and a place.
20 February 2011 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 26 February 

Please note that the 8 mile Horton to Settle walk is easy grade (not moderate as incorrectly printed in the train programme leaflet).

16 February 2011 - Train and Coach Walks Update for the coming weekend 

SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY - SETTLE TO SKIPTON (STRENUOUS TRAIN WALK) 

Please note the mileage for this walk has been increased from 15 miles to 18 miles. 

Additional information from the leader: 

Again we seem in breach of the Trade Descriptions Act in that, even going the most direct route (other than by road) the distance for this walk from Settle to Skipton via Malham is 18 miles and not 15 as stated in the train programme leaflet and calendar. It also involves 3000 feet of ascent, but as it is mainly on good paths we hope to get to Skipton before darkness descends – about 5.30 pm or shortly after, starting from the normal train. 

(Martin Housley) 

SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY - SHEPLEY TO PENISTONE (MODERATE TRAIN WALK) 

This walk is from the Huddersfield to Sheffield train, which now departs slightly later from Huddersfield at 1013, not 1008, as stated in the train programme leaflet and calendar. 

SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY - COACH TRIP TO KIRKBYMOORSIDE, NORTH YORK MOORS 

The walks sketch map and leaders' walk descriptions for the members' coach trip to Kirkbymoorside, North York Moors on Sunday 20 February can now be seen in the Coach Walks 2011 section. 

In case of any late bookings or cancellations, please telephone Diane Taylor on 0113 293 1924
8 February 2011 

A selection of photos from the Settle circular train walk via Winskill, Catrigg Force, Stainforth, Smearsett Scar and Giggleswick Scar on 29 January can be seen in the Past Events (Train Walks 2011) section
23 January 2011 (amended item) 

The walks sketch map, leaders' walk descriptions and walk report for the members' coach trip to Ingleton on Sunday 16 January 2011 can now be seen in the Coach Walks 2011 section.
16 January 2011 - Train Walks Update for the coming weekend 

CHATBURN CIRCULAR - SATURDAY 22 JANUARY 

Please note this is a Morecambe line walk, as it uses an early bus out of Skipton. Anyone who wishes to join this walk should travel on the 08.19 Leeds to Morecambe train and alight at Skipton to catch the bus out to Chatburn. [This information is missing from the new train programme leaflet, but is correctly included in the members calendar].

TODMORDEN TO MYTHOLMROYD (CALDERVALE LINE) - SUNDAY 23 JANUARY

A bus replacement service is in operation for part of the outward journey between Hebden Bridge and Todmorden. The full details for joining this walk are as follows:

09.02 train from Leeds to Hebden Bridge, arriving at 09.54

10.05 bus replacement service from Hebden Bridge to Todmorden, arriving at 10.16. Please note there are two buses scheduled to leave Hebden Bridge at 10.05. Walkers can travel on either service, as both arrive in Todmorden at the same time. The walk will begin after the arrival of both buses. The return train journey from Mytholmroyd after the walk does not involve replacement buses.

13 January 2011 (updated item) 

The walks sketch map and leaders' walk descriptions for the members' coach trip to Ingleton on Sunday 16 January 2011 can now be seen in the Coach Walks 2011 section. 

Please note this coach trip will also have pickup points at Crossflatts (approx 9.00 am) and Gargrave (approx 9.15 am). Please note these times are approximate and participants are advised to be at the pickup points in plenty of time. Further details and booking information can be found in the Coach Walks 2011 section.

2 January 2011 - Train Walks Update 

On Saturday 8 January, only the strenuous train walk will be from the "usual" 08.49 Leeds to Carlisle train. The moderate and easy walks will be from the 09.26 Leeds to Skipton train. Please see the Train Walks section for full details of these events.

