Archived News Items 2016
These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.

23 December 2016 - Train Walk Update for Sunday 1 January 2017 - Steeton to Keighley

Additional information from the leaders (Martin and Diane):

If you need to drive to catch the train, as there are no buses on New Year's Day, you should be able to park in Keighley Railway station car park on that Sunday morning - parking is free there on a Sunday and Bank Holiday. There is also the road down beside Keighley Railway station which should have plenty of space on a Sunday morning.
18 December 2016

If you have picked up the new Train Walks leaflet (blue cover), can you please note that the Steeton to Keighley train walk will take place on Sunday 1 January 2017. This walk will be 10 miles at moderate grade. Due to several amendments we will be reprinting the Train Walks leaflet as soon as possible. In the meantime, please check the Train Walks section of this website for the correct walk details. Summary information can also be found in the members' 2017 calendar.
11 December 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 17 December - Blackstone Edge to Hebden Bridge moderate walk (bus out from Halifax)

This walk will be from the X58 Rochdale bus which departs from Halifax bus station at 10.00 am and the adult single fare to the start of the walk is £3.00.

If you are not entitled to concessionary bus travel, it may be worth your while to buy a Metro Adult Bus and Train DayRover or a Metro Family DayRover, which is valid for rail and bus travel for a full day within the West Yorkshire metro area. Summary details are given below:

£8.00 - Adult Bus and Train DayRover - valid on bus and rail services for one adult.

£12.00 - Family DayRover - valid on bus and rail services for two adults and up to three concessionary passengers, or one adult and up to four concessionary passengers.

Please click here for full details, terms and conditions for the West Yorkshire DayRover (external website link)
5 December 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 10 December 2016 - Langho to Mellor Brook easy walk

For the outward bus journey walkers should catch the 280 Clitheroe/Preston bus, departing from the main road outside Skipton rail station at 1017 (or Skipton bus station at 1015). Please book to the Petre Arms, Langho - your leaders will join the bus at Whalley. For those not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase an EasiDay Gold ticket from the bus driver, which costs £6.80 and will cover both the outward and return bus journeys.
24 November 2016

Would members please send any contributions for the next newsletter to Penny Smith as soon as possible, but no later than 6 February 2017.

9 November 2016 - Keswick Holiday Weekend 17-20 March 2017

A MESSAGE FROM THE HOLIDAY BOOKINGS CO-ORDINATOR

There are still places available on this holiday in double and twin rooms at a package cost of £215, see October newsletter and the Holidays section of this website for more details. The closing date for bookings is Saturday 26 November but I will accept booking forms with deposit cheque handed to me at the Annual General Meeting on 27 November in Skipton. Bookings are faster by going online and paying by bank transfer, see the booking form in the October Newsletter enclosures for details.

Walking in the Lake District offers the most spectacular scenery in the whole of England in my opinion and Keswick is a delightful market town with boat trips available on Derwent Water nearby, so go for it, have a break.

(Alan Kemmenoe)

5 November 2016 - Winter Rail Travel Offers on the Settle Carlisle and Bentham Lines

Details of this winter's offers are now available. Please check the details carefully as the two offers are quite different and some dates are excluded.

Dales Railcard holders - Please click here for full details (external website link)

West Yorkshire Metro and Mcard holders - Please click here for full details (external website link)

Please note that in some cases the Settle Carlisle Day Ranger ticket (see news item 18 May below) or the Northern Rail Unlimited Travel Offer (when available) may work out cheaper!
22 October 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 29 October - Dent Circular moderate/strenuous walk

Additional information from the leader (Jack W):

Further to the recce , this walk is now a LATE TRAIN RETURN as it is a strenuous walk (3,000ft of ascent) to be done at a moderate pace. Also please travel up in the front of the train to facilitate a head-count.

18 October 2016 - Reminder - Train Walk Change for Saturday 22 October

Please note that the moderate train walk (originally Garsdale Circular) has now been changed, due to engineering work higher up the line, involving bus replacement services north of Settle and Ribblehead. The walk instead will now be:

Settle Circular

via Bull Hurst, Whelp Stone Crag and Boostagill

12 miles moderate

Book, alight and return Settle

The easy/moderate 8.5 mile walk from Rylstone to Grassington will remain as originally advertised.

17 October 2016 (amended item)

The October newsletter has now been distributed to members by post and email. The email version has been distributed as a PDF file on this occasion. If any members would prefer this as a Word Document instead (in order to complete the booking forms online), please contact either Penny Smith as soon as possible at penelopesmith@me.com or Elizabeth Myers.

Please send any articles or information for the next edition (Jan/Feb 2017) to Penny Smith as soon as possible.
26 September 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 1 October 2016 - Laneshaw Bridge to Haworth moderate walk

Please catch the usual 0849 train from Leeds to Keighley, alighting at 0912. Please then catch the Burnley bus M4 from Keighley Bus Station (stand 0) at 0951 to Laneshaw Bridge. Walkers not entitled to concessionary bus travel should buy a K-Day ticket costing £4.00 from the bus driver. This will also cover you for the return bus journey from Haworth back to Keighley after the walk.
25 September 2016

UNLIMITED RAIL TRAVEL WITH NORTHERN RAIL FOR £10 PER PERSON FOR A DAY OR £17.50 FOR A WEEKEND

From Monday 26 September 2016, Northern Rail and Johnston Press are running a flat fare special offer for a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no other further discounts). A weekend ticket for £17.50 (£8.25 for children) is also available. To qualify you have to collect two coupons from any of a number Johnston Press newspapers, who publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire. The tokens should be printed in newspapers until at least the first week of October 2016. You need to download the form on the Northern Rail website and you can then buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network.

The offer runs from Monday 26 September until Monday 21 November 2016 (excluding 22 to 30 October 2016 inclusive) and is not limited to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail. All Friends of DalesRail train walks during this special offer period can be accessed from Leeds using Northern Rail trains only.

Please click here for full details of the offer, including the list of qualifying newspapers to obtain tokens (external web link)

Please click here to view the Northern Rail Network Map (PDF file, 511KB)

24 September 2016 - Events Update 2017 
The programme of mid-week Lake District members' walks for 2017 has now been finalised and details can be seen in the Members section.

21 September 2016

The members' coach walk programme has now been cancelled for the remainder of this year and we will not be running the monthly coach walk trips in 2017.

19 September 2016

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter (Autumn 2016) to the editor, Penny Smith, as soon as possible, but no later than 3 October 2016.
4 September 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 10 September 2016

Walkers on the Malham Circular easy train walk (especially those under pensionable age) may save money on the overall travel costs by purchasing a combined bus/rail ticket called a Dales Rambler Day Ranger. This is a flat rate ticket priced at £12.00 (adult) and is valid for a day trip to the Dales from Leeds and Bradford and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale railway lines.

Tickets include travel on Northern Rail services between Bradford Forster Square / Leeds and Ilkley / Skipton, and unlimited travel on any of these DalesBus services:

- 72, 72R and X43 between Skipton and Grassington

- 74 between Ilkley, Bolton Abbey and Grassington (Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays)

- 75 between Skipton and Malham (Saturdays only)

- 800 between Grassington and Buckden (peak season Tuesdays and Saturdays only)

- 873, 884 between Ilkley, Skipton and Malham (Sundays and Bank Holidays only)

- 874, 875 between Ilkley, Grassington and Buckden (Sundays and Bank Holidays only)

Please note that Dales Rambler tickets are not valid on services 72A (NYCC) or 72B (UWB).

Dales Rambler tickets can only be purchased at staffed railway stations or from the conductor on the train (when boarding at unstaffed stations or where the ticket office is closed). Tickets cannot be purchased on the bus.
30 August 2016 - Coach Walks Update (amended item) 

The next members' coach trip is to Staveley, Cumbria on Sunday 18 September 2016, always a popular part of the Lake District for FDR coach walkers. Please book a seat and see the Coach Walks section for details of the strenuous and moderate walks.

To book, please ring Lynn Saleh as early as possible on ##### ######.
24 August 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 27 August - Clitheroe to Whalley easy walk

For the outward bus journey walkers should catch the X80 Clitheroe/Preston bus, departing from Skipton rail station at 1007 (or Skipton bus station at 1005). Please alight at Clitheroe Interchange (bus arrives 1043), where your leaders will meet you. For those not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase an EasiDay Gold ticket from the bus driver, which costs £6.80 and will cover both the outward and return bus journeys.

19 August 2016 - Coach Walk Update for Sunday 21 August 2016 (amended item)

A MESSAGE FROM THE EVENTS SECRETARY

The coach is going to Robin Hoods Bay on Sunday 21 August and details of all three grades of walk are online...should be a great day. Please see the Coach Walks section for further information. If you intend joining us please book as soon as you can...the 29 seater coach is now full and I need to know whether to book the large coach !! Thanks.

(Diane Taylor)

From Friday 19 August, if anyone needs to change pickup points etc for the above trip, please contact Glennys Ash.
8 July 2016 - October Members' Weekend at Gilsland

A MESSAGE FROM THE HOLIDAY BOOKINGS ORGANISER

If you wish to go on the Gilsland holiday and have not received the newsletter, please email alan.kemmenoe@gmail.com and I will sort your booking, please specify whether paying deposit by cheque or bank transfer. Closing date for bookings is 16th July.

(Alan Kemmenoe)
8 July 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 23 July

Please note that the mileage for the strenous Keighley to Hebden Bridge walk has now been changed from 17 miles to 14 miles.
30 June 2016 - Holidays 2017

The dates and website links for our 3 main members' holidays for 2017 can now be seen in the Holidays section. Further details and booking forms will be available in future editions of the members' newsletter.

27 June 2016 - Settle/Carlisle Line Repair Works Update

From 27 June 2016 train services on the Leeds-Settle-Carlisle line are extended as far as Armathwaite. Some replacement bus services will continue to operate between Appleby and Carlisle and details can be found in the revised timetable, which has been published by Northern up to 10 December 2016 - please click here to view and download a copy (PDF file, 776KB).

Most of our walks will be unaffected, but please note that the moderate train walk on 23 July 2016, which was changed to an Appleby Circular will now remain as an Appleby Circular.

19 June 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 2 July

Please note that the Dent to Horton strenuous walk has now been designated a possible late train return.
15 June 2016

The coach trip to Hathersage, Derbyshire in July has now been cancelled due to aniticipated low numbers booking, however it is planned that the trip to Robin Hood's Bay on Sunday 21 August will go ahead and bookings are now being taken.

The May 2016 members' newsletter has now been published and distributed to members by post and email. Apparently there were some problems with the address labels for members who receive their newsletters by post, meaning that some may not have arrived. Any member who is expecting a newsletter by post but has not received one, please contact the membership secretary, Elizabeth Myers.

6 June 2016 (amended item)

The walk leaders' route descriptions from the members coach trip to Flamborough, East Yorkshire on Sunday 12 June can now be seen in the Past Events (Coach Walks 2016) section.
4 June 2016 - Coach Walk Update for Sunday 12 June 2016

A MESSAGE FROM THE EVENTS SECRETARY (DIANE T) 

This coach to Flamborough is going ahead and at the time of writing there are only three seats left so please book quickly. We will switch to the larger coach if bookings exceed the capacity of the smaller coach.

Roads into Leeds are affected by the Triatholon so those being picked up at Eastgate should meet Diane at the coach station for 08.10 where we will take the Coastliner together to Scholes Lane End to join the Oakleaf coach. The Coastliner has a stop at Seacroft Green and gets there at 08.30 if this is more convenient. This is very straightforward...I have done this before but do ring or email me if you are concerned.
22 May 2016 - Train Walks Update Reminder

Please note that the easy train walk on Saturday 28 May has now been changed to an Appleby Circular, due to the ongoing repairs to the railway near Armathwaite. Please see the Train Walks section for full details.
18 May 2016

UNLIMITED RAIL TRAVEL WITH NORTHERN RAIL FOR £10 PER PERSON FOR A DAY OR £17.50 FOR A WEEKEND

From Monday 16 May 2016, Northern Rail and Johnston Press are running a flat fare special offer for a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no other further discounts). A weekend ticket for £17.50 (£8.25 for children) is also available. To qualify you have to collect two coupons from any of a number Johnston Press newspapers, who publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire. The tokens should be printed in newspapers until Saturday 28 May 2016. You need to download the form on the Northern Rail website and you can then buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network.

The offer runs from Monday 16 May 2016 until Sunday 17 July 2016 (excluding 26 May - 5 June 2016 inclusive) and is not limited to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail. All Friends of DalesRail train walks during this special offer period can be accessed from Leeds using Northern Rail trains only.

Please click here for full details of the offer, including the list of qualifying newspapers to obtain tokens (external web link)

Please click here to view the Northern Rail Network Map (PDF file, 511KB)

18 May 2016 - Train Walks Updates (amended item)

SATURDAY 21 MAY - WHALLEY TO MELLOR BROOK MODERATE WALK

For the outward bus journey walkers should catch the X80 Clitheroe/Preston bus, departing from Skipton rail station at 10.07 (or Skipton bus station at 10.05). Please alight at Whalley bus station (bus arrives 11.01), where your leaders will meet you. For those not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase a EasiDay Gold ticket from the bus driver, which costs £6.10 and will cover both the outward and return bus journeys.
18 May 2016

NEW SETTLE CARLISLE LINE DAY RANGER TICKET

As of Sunday 15 May 2016, a Settle Carlisle Line Day Ranger ticket is now available, which can reduce the cost of travel for many journeys on the Settle Carlisle line. The offer is being introduced to encourage people to travel on the world-famous railway, which remains open while essential repairs are carried out between Appleby and Carlisle in Cumbria.

The ticket will allow travel from any station between Leeds, or Bradford Forster Square, to Appleby (via Settle) and onwards to Carlisle using the connecting replacement bus service from Appleby. The ticket will be valid for one day, with no time restrictions. It will allow passengers to get on and off the train as they wish, travelling in any direction. Priced at £15.00 for adults and £7.50 for children, this represents great value – and railcard holders (including the local Dales Railcard) will be eligible for a further 1/3 discount.

The essential engineering work is taking place at Eden Brows, near Armathwaite in Cumbria’s Eden Valley. During the severe winter storms, a massive landslip occurred which caused damage to the track. The remote location, the size of the landslide and the difficult terrain mean that this is a major project which will take several months to be completed by Network Rail.

The offer will be a fantastic opportunity for people from West Yorkshire to explore the Yorkshire Dales and beyond at a great price. It will also benefit the local residents along the line with a great value fare to Leeds and Bradford in the south and Carlisle in the north.

The Day Ranger ticket can be purchased at any staffed station ticket office, or from the guard on the train.

(Source: Settle-Carlisle Railway Development Company)

15 May 2016 - Lakes Walks Update

There will be 2 walks on the 18 May 2016. The 2nd will still be strenuous but at a moderate pace. Meet and park as for main walk. Route: Seat Sandal - Ruthwaite Lodge - Eagle Crag and the east ridge to Nethermost Pike. About 7 hours and 3,500 ft of ascent. Ring Jack Wood on ##### ###### if tempted.
7 May 2016 - Coach Walks Update (amended item) 

The walk leaders' route descriptions for the forthcoming members coach trip to Aysgarth, North Yorkshire on Sunday 15 May can now be seen in the Coach Walks section. Please note there will be a C walk - details available on the coach on the day. At the time of writing, there are still some seats left - please book as soon as possible.

23 April 2016 - Ride to Stride every day for a week!

The week long ride2stride festival of walks, talks and music events along the Settle-Carlisle railway begins on Tuesday 26 April. This includes walks at various grades every day from Tuesday 26 April to Monday 2 May, several of which are led by Friends of DalesRail, and an opportunity to experience the first stage finish of the Tour de Yorkshire cycle race in Settle on Friday 29 April. 

Full details of FDR walks can be found on our Train Walks section and the full festival programme can be accessed via the ride2stride website - please click here to view this (external website link).

21 April 2016 - Coach Walks Update

A MESSAGE FROM THE EVENTS SECRETARY:

Thank you to those who drove and who led on Sunday 17 April. We had an excellent day out with two interesting walks and stunning views all day plus sunshine! We enjoyed the Yorkshire Wolds at their best. Thank you to Lynn who spent a considerable amount of time arranging lifts. Unfortunately it was not possible to transport the C walkers. A big thank you to those who booked to support the coach. However this can not go on. If you are planning to go on the Aysgarth coach next month on Sunday 15 May....and the recces are done...please book NOW or before May 5th. If you plan to be on the June Coach to Flamborough it would be good to see how the bookings are going. I need to know if the coach is viable.

(Diane T)

18 April 2016

A selection of photos from the members' holiday to Caernarfon, North Wales can now be accessed in the Holidays 2016 section.

12 April 2016

The members' coach trip to Market Weighton, East Yorkshire on Sunday 17 April has now been cancelled, due to low numbers booking.
11 April 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 16 April - Littleborough Circular (Calder Valley line easy walk)

Please note this walk is from the 0926 Leeds to Littleborough train (not the Manchester Victoria train, as advertised in the train programme leaflet), as on this date, the train will terminate at Littleborough itself. Please also note the walk being done from the train which goes via Dewsbury, so does not call at Bradford. Walkers travelling from the Bradford area will need to either come into Leeds first in time for the 0926 service, or travel by connecting services, joining the train at stations from Sowerby Bridge onwards.

9 April 2016 - Coach Walks Update

The walk leaders' route description for all three grades of walk for on the forthcoming members' coach trip to Market Weighton in East Yorkshire on Sunday 17 April can now be seen in the Coach Walks section.
4 April 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 9 April - Laneshaw Bridge Almost Circular Easy Walk

Additional information from the leader (Philip B): 

Please catch the usual 0849 train from Leeds to Keighley, alighting at 0912. You will then need to get the Burnley service bus 25 from Keighley Bus Station (stand 0) at 0945. If you are not entitled to concessionary travel, please purchase a Day Silver Bus Ticket from the driver (cost £6.10). This will also cover your bus fare from Laneshaw Bridge back to Keighley after the walk.

The start point of the walk is Monkroyd Bungalow, which is approx three quarters of a mile before the bus gets to Laneshaw Bridge centre and the bus is due to arrive at Monkroyd at approx 1018. FDR members on the bus will tell you where to get off and your leaders will meet you at the bus stop. The walk will finish in Laneshaw Bridge centre for the return bus journey to Keighley.

2 April 2016 - Thursday Walk Update for 7 April 2016 

Additional information from the leader (Jon Williams): 

DIRECTIONS TO PIETHORN VALLEY CAR PARK (GRID REF SD 9528 1224)

1. Go towards Manchester on M62 as far as junction 21, signed to Milnrow and Shaw. (First junction after going down the big hill!)

2. Turn off onto A640, right at two roundabouts, then under the motorway, towards Newhey and Huddersfield. Half a mile takes you into Newhey, turn left at traffic lights.

3. One mile after traffic lights turn left onto Ogden Lane

4. After about 300 yards turn left onto road called 'Private Road'. If you pass a pub, you've missed the turning.

5. Car park and loos about 100 yards up this road, by the reservoir. Plenty of road parking if car park full.

If you dislike the M62, it is possible to come on the A640 Huddersfield-Rochdale road, and turn right into Ogden Lane about 4 miles after Denshaw, it's a very sharp right turn at the bottom of a hill.

It's even possible by train and tram, the 0751 from Leeds to Rochdale (0900) and then the Metrolink tram towards Oldham and Manchester at either 0903 or 0915 takes 10 min to Newhey, the station is about one mile from the car park. If you want to come by train/tram, I can give lifts from Newhey station, so let me know in advance.

29 March 2016 - Train Walks Advance Notification

At the time of writing only two of our walks will be changed, due to the railway line closure between Appleby and Carlisle. These are the easy walk on 28 May and the moderate walk on 23 July, which will now both be Appleby Circular walks, instead of the originally advertised routes. Please see the Train Walks section for full details of the revised walks.

28 March 2016

Full details of all our walks for the public from July to December 2016 have now been added to the Train Walks section.

27 March 2016 - Lake District Walks - Advance Notifcation 

Please note that on 18 May 2016, an additional, less strenuous walk, will also take place, led by Jack Wood. Please meet at the same starting point in Gargrave at 8.00 am.

14 March 2016

The walk report, walk leaders' route descriptions and sketch map from the recent members' coach trip to Sedbergh, Cumbria on Sunday 13 March can now be seen in the Coach Walks section.
14 March 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 19 March

Walkers on the Grassington Circular train walk (especially those under pensionable age) may save money on the overall travel costs by purchasing a combined bus/rail ticket called a Dales Rambler Day Ranger. This is a flat rate ticket priced at £12.00 (adult) and is valid for a day trip to the Dales from Leeds and Bradford and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale railway lines.

Tickets include travel on Northern Rail services between Bradford Forster Square / Leeds and Ilkley / Skipton, and unlimited travel on any of these DalesBus services:

- 72, 72R, 872 between Skipton, Grassington, Hebden, Kettlewell and Buckden 

- 74, 874 between Ilkley, Grassington, Kettlewell and Buckden 

- 75 between Skipton and Malham (Saturdays only) 

- X75 between Skipton and Blubberhouses (Saturdays only) 

- 873, 884 between Ilkley and Skipton (Sundays and Bank Holidays only) 

Dales Rambler tickets can only be purchased at staffed railway stations or from the conductor on the train (when boarding at unstaffed stations or where the ticket office is closed). Tickets cannot be purchased on the bus.

11 March 2016 - Coach Walks Update (amended item)

The Sedbergh coach is going ahead. Some seats still available. Come and join us!

The walk leaders' route descriptions (strenuous and moderate walks) and sketch map (strenuous walk) on the forthcoming members' coach trip to Sedbergh, Cumbria on Sunday 13 March can now be seen in the Coach Walks section. There will also be an easy walk.

A MESSAGE FROM THE EVENTS SECRETARY (DIANE T):

A big thank you to the drivers and leaders who made the day out to Whaley Bridge possible on Sunday 21 February. Sixteen made it to Whaley Bridge and enjoyed a DRY day walking in the High Peak Derbyshire. The walking was excellent and a lot less muddy than Yorkshire! The views all day were suberb. At one point we could see the start of the Welsh Hills. One amazing sight in a distance was the Kinder Downfall being blow upwards, defying gravity. A special thank you to Lynn who rang round and 

organised car shares.

Our next trip is to Sedbergh on Sunday 13 March (details above)...so book your coach place now and make this happen. The pickup points are Leeds (08.15), Alwoodley (08.25), Pudsey (08.40), Bradford Forster Square (08.50) and Gargrave (09.15). If you are in a postion to offer someone a lift to one of these points please do. Details of the A and B walk are now available. Mary and Gwen are leading the C walk.

This is crunch time for the coach...it is not on to let people recce, often more than once, and then find we have to cancel the coach...very good value at £13 for a day out.
7 March 2016

Loch Long Holiday at Lochs & Glens Ardgartan Hotel 20 - 26 June

There is still time to book for this holiday in Scotland, booking closes in under 2 weeks on Sunday 20 March. Places are still available as less than 53 have presently booked, although there will be a draw for single rooms.
Train Walk Update for Saturday 12 March

Please note that the Apperley Bridge Circular (easy) walk will now take place from the 1010 Leeds to Bradford Foster Square train, as the one advertised in the train walks programme leaflet does not stop at Apperley Bridge!

24 February 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 27 February - Whalley to Clitheroe easy walk 

For the outward bus journey walkers should catch the X80 Clitheroe/Preston bus, departing from Skipton rail station at 10.07 (or Skipton bus station at 10.05). Please alight at Whalley bus station (bus arrives 11.01), where your leaders will meet you. For those not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase a Day Silver ticket from the bus driver, which costs £6.10 and will cover both the outward and return bus journeys.
21 February 2016

A selection of photos from the Gargrave to Settle train walk via Malham and Fair Sleets Gate on Saturday 13 February can now be seen in the Past Events (Train Walks 2016) section.
17 February 2016 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 20 February

Please note both walks are going ahead as advertised.

Foulridge to Gisburn moderate walk - Settle/Carlisle Line

Additional information from the leader (Philip B):

From Skipton rail station, please catch the number 28 Burnley bus at 09.46 from the bus stop on the main road outside the rail station. Please ask for Foulridge Centre (arrival approx 10.25), where your leader will meet you when the bus arrives. 

For anyone not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase a Day Silver ticket (cost £6.00) from the driver on the No. 28 bus. This ticket will also cover you for the return bus journey from Gisburn back to Skipton after the walk.

Ripon to Pateley Bridge moderate/strenuous walk - Harrogate Line

Additional information from the leader (Diane T):

Please catch the 08.59 train from Leeds to Harrogate to meet the leaders, then the 09.45 number 36 bus to Ripon. For those not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase a Day Gold ticket costing £8 from the driver on the 36 bus. This will also cover you for the return journey on the number 24 bus back from Pateley Bridge to Harrogate after the walk. 

If anyone is travelling from Leeds on the 36 bus, instead of the train, please get the 08.35 bus to Harrogate and get off to join the 09.45 bus to Ripon. We are not starting from Ripon bus station but at the White Quarry bus stop before the roundabout.
15 February 2016

Please note the members' coach to Whaley Bridge on Sunday 21 February has been cancelled due to low numbers booking. Some members are still going by car and there will be both 'A' and 'B' walks. Please contact Lynn Saleh for the arrangements if you would still like to go.

The walk leaders' route descriptions can be seen in the Coach Walks section, but these are subject to modification.
12 February 2016

TRAIN WALKS UPDATE

Both of our train walks on Saturday 13 February 2016 will go ahead as advertised.
7 February 2016

COACH WALKS UPDATE

A Message from the Events Secretary (Diane T):

The next trip is to Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire on Sunday 21 February. 

Just a reminder everyone to book your places. There will be three walks and details should be available soon. The B walk is recced and sounds great. Leonie is your leader. The A walk will be recced later this week and led by Jon and Lynn. The C walkers will have a choice of two options depending on the weather and their inclinations...we may in fact do two walks as a figure of eight. Details should be available here online by Friday 12 February.
8 February 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 13 February (Colne to Barnoldswick easy walk)

Additional information from the leader (Stuart):

From Skipton rail station, please catch the No. 28 Burnley bus at 09:46 from the bus stop on the main road outside the rail station. Ask for Noyna Street, Colne. Your leaders will get on the same bus when it arrives in Barnoldswick at 10:10. 

For anyone not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase a Day Silver ticket (cost £6.00) from the driver on the No. 28 bus. This ticket will also cover you for the return bus journey from Barnoldswick to Skipton after the walk.
7 February 2016

PAST EVENTS UPDATE

A selection of photos from the Hebden to Cracoe train walk on Saturday 30 January can now be seen in the Past Events (Train Walks 2016) section.

NEWSLETTER

The February 2016 newsletter has now been published and is currently being distributed to members by post and email.
5 February 2016

Both of our train walks on Saturday 6 February 2016 will go ahead as advertised. There is a temporary timetable in operation on the Settle-Carlisle line, but this does not affect either of our walks on this date.
1 February 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 6 February (Skipton to Grassington strenuous walk)

Additional information from the leader (Martin H):

As this walk is the first stage of the Lady Anne’s Way, we are following the route in the book implicitly. As it is all of the 15 and a half miles described in the book, I am afraid that we will not get to Grassington in time to catch the 16.10 bus back to Skipton. Following the recent cuts to rural bus services the next bus is 18.10, which is the one we will be aiming for. This is does not arrive in Skipton until 18.40, missing the usual train from Carlisle. Anyone returning to Leeds should be able to catch 18.47, due into Leeds at 19.29, some twenty minutes later than normal.
24 January 2016

The walk report from the "coachless" trip to Ilkley on Sunday 17 January can now be seen in the Coach Walks section.

21 January 2016

Unlimited one day rail travel with Northern Rail for just £10 per person or upgrade to a weekend ticket for just £17.50 per person

From 25 January 2016 Northern Rail and Johnston Press are running a flat fare special offer for a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no other further discounts). A weekend ticket for £17.50 (£8.25 for children) is also available. To qualify you have to register online at the "My Northern" section of the Northern Rail website and collect two coupons from any of a number Johnston Press newspapers. They publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire. The tokens should be printed in newspapers until Saturday 6 February 2016. You can then buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network.

The offer runs from Monday 25 January to Sunday 20 March 2016 inclusive (excluding 13 to 21 February) and is not limited to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail. All Friends of DalesRail train walks during this special offer period can be accessed from Leeds using Northern Rail trains only.

Please click here for full details of the offer, including the list of qualifying newspapers to obtain tokens (external web link)

Please click here to view the Northern Rail Network Map (PDF file, 1.16MB)
20 January 2016 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 23 January

Please note that the leader (Diane T) of the Skipton Circular (moderate) train walk via Lothersdale and Pinhaw Beacon has advised that this walk - due to the underfoot conditions and in particular the amount of mud encountered on the reccy - is likely to be at the top end of the moderate walking grade.
13 January 2016

A selection of photos from the Settle Circular (strenuous) train walk on Saturday 9 January can now be seen in the Past Events (Train Walks 2016) section.

11 January 2016 - Coach Walks (updated item)

The next Sunday trip is to Ilkley on 17 January 2016. There is no coach, so please make your own way to the start point, Ilkley Rail Station from where there will be three grades of walk on offer. Meet at 10.00 am for the strenuous walk and at 10.30 for the moderate and easy walks. Details of all three grades of walk and the walks sketch map have now been added to the Coach Walks section. Bookings will be taken on the day for the February coach trip to Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire on Sunday 21 February.
6 January 2016 - Events Update

Settle Circular Train Walks and Annual Dinner on Saturday 9 January

For any members attending any one of the Settle Circular walks and the annual dinner at Royal Oak Hotel, the management at the Royal Oak have kindly agreed that bags containing a change of clothes, etc may be left in their secure room at the Hotel prior to the walks. If you wish to take advantage of this, please mention this to your walk leader upon arrival of the train in Settle 0950.
