Archived News Items 2019

These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.


15 December 2019 - Train Walk Changes on Saturday 28 December (updated item)

Northern Rail are operating an alternative timetable on this date meaning that trains on the Settle/Carlisle lines will start from and terminate at Skipton. Therefore a separate train will need to be used between Leeds and Skipton in both directions.

Our two walks will go ahead as per their advertised routes, except they will be from an earlier train from Leeds.

For both walks, please catch the 0854 Leeds to Skipton train, then the 0959 Carlisle train from Skipton to Settle/Horton.

Please click here to view the temporary rail timetables for 27 to 29 December 2019 (PDF file, 186 KB)

 8 December 2019 - Train Walks Update for Saturday 14 December

MODERATE/STRENUOUS WALK

This walk from Laneshaw Bridge will now be from the 0826 Leeds to Skipton train (NOT the 0854 train originally advertised). We will then catch the 0920 M4 Burnley bus from Keighley bus station, arriving at Laneshaw Bridge at 0955.

EASY WALK

Walkers should catch the 0919 Leeds to Carlisle train to Keighley, then the M4 Burnley bus from Keighley bus station to Laneshaw Bridge at 1020, arriving at 1055, where your leaders will meet you. Those not entitled to concessionary bus travel should buy a K-Day ticket from the bus driver (cost £4.50) which will cover both the outward bus journey from Keighley and the return bus journey from Barnoldswick to Skipton after the walk.

24 November 2019 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 30 November

The moderate/strenuous Rylstone to Grassington walk will be from the no. 72 Grassington bus, which leaves Skipton rail station at 0943. For those not entitled to free bus travel, there are two fare optiions, which may save money:

BUS FARE ONLY

Buy a K-Day ticket from the bus driver on the outward journey (cost £4.50) which will cover both the outward and return bus journeys out from and back to Skipton after the walk.

COMBINED TRAIN AND BUS FARE

Buy a combined ticket called a Dales Rambler Day Ranger. This is a flat rate ticket priced at £12.00 (adult) and is valid for a day trip to the Dales from Leeds and Bradford and all stations on the Airedale and Wharfedale railway lines. Tickets include travel on Northern Rail services between Bradford Forster Square / Leeds and Ilkley / Skipton, and unlimited travel on various DalesBus services.

This Dales Rambler ticket will cover the both the rail journey, as above, as well as the outward and return bus journeys out from and back to Skipton after the walk. These tickets can only be purchased at staffed railway stations or from the conductor on the train (when boarding at unstaffed stations or where the ticket office is closed). Tickets cannot be purchased on the bus.

FURTHER INFORMATION

The leader (Jack) recommends bringing a headtorch!

20 November 2019

Our members' Annual General Meeting will take place at the Black Horse Hotel, Skipton on Sunday 24 November. Please see the October newsletter for further details and the agenda.

The AGM will begin at 11.15 am with tea and coffee available from 10.45 am. Following lunch, the film show will begin at 2.00 pm and runs for 1 hour and 5 minutes.

11 November 2019

Full details of all our public walks from January to June 2020 have now been added to the Train Walks section.

1 November 2019 - Past Events Update

A selection of photos from the recent members' weekend in Melrose can be accessed in the Past Events (Holidays 2019) section.

21 October 2019

Reminder - Train Walk Changes on Saturday 26 October

Northern Rail are operating an alternative timetable on this date meaning that trains on both the Settle/Carlisle and Morecambe lines will start from and terminate at Skipton. Therefore a separate train will need to be used between Leeds and Skipton in both directions.

Our two walks will go ahead as per their advertised routes, except they will use earlier trains from Leeds.

The Chatburn Circular moderate/strenuous walk will now be from the 0754 Leeds to Skipton train.

The Settle Circular easy walk will now be from the 0854 Leeds to Skipton train, then the 0959 Skipton to Settle train.

Please click here to view the rail timetable for Saturday 26 October (PDF file, 65KB)

21 October 2019

Winter Travel Offers on the Settle/Carlisle and Morecambe lines - Details now available

The Winter Offer for Dales Rail Card holders runs from 4 November 2019 to 4 April 2020 and the Offer for West Yorkshire Concessionary Pass holders runs from 11 November 2019 to 4 April 2020.

Exclusion dates are 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 December 2019.

Please click here for further information (external website link)

16 October 2019

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter (New Year 2020) to the editor, Jane Coupe, as soon as possible, but no later than 10 January 2020.

7 October 2019 - Members Events 2020

Details of the monthly Thursday walks and Lake District walks programmes for 2020 can now be seen in the Members Events section.

5 October 2019

The October 2019 members' newsletter has recently been distributed by post and email. There have been some problems sending out the email version, so if you have not received one as expected, please contact Elizabeth Myers.

Members are requested to book for the Annual Dinner on 18 January 2020 at the Railway Hotel, Skipton as soon as possible, as places are limited and will be allocated on a "first come, first served" basis. Full details are in the October newsletter.

13 September 2019 - Train Walk Changes on Saturdays 21 September and 26 October

21 SEPTEMBER

The Gisburn to Hellifield easy walk will now be from the 0819 Leeds to Morecambe train. This is due to a change in the bus timetable out of Skipton

2 September 2019 - Lake District Members Walks Update

Details of changes to the Lake District walk on Saturday 21 September 2019 can now be seen in the Members Events section.

28 August 2019

A selection of photos from the recent members' Lake District walk from Elterwater can be accessed in the Past Events (Other Events) 2019 section.


26 August 2019 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 31 August

The route of the moderate/strenuous Bentham line walk has now been reversed and the revised details are:

Clapham to Austwick
via Gaping Gill, Little Ingleborough and Long Kin West 
From the 0819 Leeds to Morecambe train
Book and alight Clapham, return Settle
(bus back to Settle)
12 miles moderate/strenuous


18 August 2019 - Lake District Members' Walk Update for Thursday 22 August

Additional information from the leader (Rod):

Start from the National Trust car park in Elterwater (GR 327047). Follow the River Rothay to Skelwith Bridge and cross it to start the climb to Black Fell. On to Oxen Fell High Cross and up to Holme Fell before heading for Wilson Place. Then a steady climb to Brown How on Lingmoor Fell before returning to Elterwater.

During the recce we were thwarted twice by heavy flooding. If it is still wet I'll offer an alternative walk round Loughrigg Fell which should be above river level.

Note the change of car park as the Walthwaite Bottom park is no longer free. The NT car park is £6.50 as opposed to £8 and is free to NT members. I'll co-ordinate the cars at Gargrave for an 08.00 start and then at Giggleswick Station at 08.20. Let me know if you are going to either venue or going straight to Elterwater.

Bring your wellies!

4 August 2019 - Train Walk Updates for Saturday 10 August

The Gisburn to Barnoldswick easy walk will now be from the 0819 Leeds to Morecambe train. This is due to a change in the bus timetable out of Skipton.

The Arnside to Carnforth walk will be moderate/strenuous grade (this is incorrectly listed as moderate in the current Train Walks leaflet).

25 July 2019

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter (October 2019) to the editor, Jane Coupe, as soon as possible, but no later than 19 September 2019.

22 July 2019 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 27 July - Reminder

Please note that the moderate Chatburn to Clitheroe train walk will now be from the 0819 Leeds to Morecambe train. This is due to a change in the bus timetable out of Skipton.

21 July 2019

Details of our three main members' holidays for 2020 can now be found in the Holidays section. Booking forms will be issued with future editions of the members' newsletter.

8 July 2019

A selection of photos from the recent members' holiday in Weymouth, Dorset can be accessed in the Past Events (Holidays 2019) section.

6 July 2019 - Reminder - Thursday Walks

The next members' Thursday walk will take place this month on the second Thursday, 11 July. The meeting place is Knaresborough railway station at 10.00 am.

12 June 2019 - Weymouth Members' Holiday Update

Please ensure that you arrive at your designated pick-up point 15 minutes prior to departure. The coach will be of an executive standard but it may not have the Dunwood Livery, it will be Harrogate Coaching.

Luggage allowance: 1 on board bag & 1 hold bag (max 15kg standard suitcase size) per person.

There will be 2 stops on the journey.

Rest day: Tuesday 2nd July.

10 June 2019 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 15 June

A minor change has been made to the moderate walk from Laneshaw Bridge which will now finish in Thornton-in-Craven, rather than Earby, for an easier return bus journey. The train and bus travel arrangements remain as originally advertised.

Walkers should catch the 0919 Leeds to Carlisle train to Keighley, from where your leaders will guide you to the bus for Laneshaw Bridge. Those not entitled to concessionary bus travel should buy a K-Day ticket from the bus driver (cost £4.30) which will cover both the outward bus journey from Keighley and the return bus journey to Skipton after the walk.

3 June 2019 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 8 June

A minor change has been made to the easy walk which will now be a Whalley Circular via Dean Clough Reservoir and Langho. The train and bus travel arrangements remain as originally advertised.

Walkers should catch the 280 Clitheroe/Preston bus, departing from Skipton rail station at 1022 (or Skipton bus station at 1020). Please alight at Whalley Bus Station (bus arrives 1125). For those not entitled to free bus travel, please purchase an EasiDay Gold ticket from the bus driver which costs £7.00 and will cover both the outward and return bus journeys.

2 June - Lake District Walk Update for Friday 7 June - Change of start point

Additional information from the leader (Rod Fall):

Meet at Jubilee Bridge lay-by, just before the cattle grid at the west end of Hardknott Pass (GR - 213011) or, if full, at the car park beyond the cattle grid (GR - 212012). Note change of parking location from FDR leaflet.

Heading south to Green Crag then north east to Harter Fell, east to Dunnerdale Forest, north to Hard Knott, south west to Border End then the Roman Fort and back to the cars. Distance 9 miles and 2300 ft ascent.

Please aim to arrive at Gargrave at least 5 mins before the 08.00 departure or at Giggleswick Station at 0815. Please let me know if you are coming and meeting at Gargrave, Giggleswick or Jubilee Bridge. The walk will start at 10.00 once everyone has arrived. You must be a member of FDR to come on this walk.

27 May 2019

Full details of all our public walks from July to December 2019 have now been added to the Train Walks section.

27 May 2019 (corrected item)

Northern Rail are again running their Unlimited Rail Travel Offer (£10 for a day, £17.50 for a weekend) from Monday 6 May to Sunday 14 July 2019, in association with JPIMedia. This involves collecting three tokens from JPIMedia newspapers who publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Evening Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire.

Please click here for full details of the offer, including the list of qualifying newspapers (external website link).

28 April 2019 - Train Walk Updates for 4 and 5 May 2019

FRIDAY 4 MAY

The grading for the 8 mile Garsdale Circular walk via Grisedale has now been revised to easy/moderate.

SATURDAY 5 MAY

The train booking information in the FDR Train Walks leaflet has been printed incorrectly for the 11 mile moderate and 7 mile easy Horton to Ribblehead walks. It should read Book and return Ribblehead, alight Horton.

16 April 2019 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 20 April (easy walk)

Additional information from the leader (Glennys):

Due to the late start of the Kirkby Stephen easy walk via Eden Viaducts, it would be good if anyone planning on joining this walk has elevenses on the train.

10 April 2019

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter (Spring 2019) to the editor, Jane Coupe, as soon as possible, but no later than 19 April 2019.

6 April 2019

A selection of photos from the recent members' weekend in Ennerdale, Cumbria can be accessed in the Past Events (Holidays 2019) section.

22 March 2019 - Lake District Members' Walks Update

Please see the Members Events section for details of the amended joining instructions for these walks which begin on 25 April 2019.

18 February 2019 - Train Walks Update

Following suspension of the strike action at Northern Rail, our train walks will now continue as per the programme printed in our "Free Guided Walks" leaflet, January to June 2019 edition.

Please note the following Northern Rail special offers for rail travel are currently in operation:

- Winter Travel Offer for Dales Railcard holders (see 5 November below)

- Winter Travel Offer for for holders of West Yorkshire Metro ENCTS concessionary travel passes (see 8 November below)

- Unlimited Travel Offer for £10 for a day or £17.50 for a weekend (see 10 January below)

6 February 2019 - Rail Strike Action Suspended - Train Walk Changes in February 2019 (updated item)

The strike action at Northern Rail has now been suspended, however changes to some train walks up to 16 February will remain - details are given below. We understand that a reduced rail service will still be operating on Saturday 9 February, but the full rail timetable is planned to run on Saturday 16 January. Walk details and train times may be different to those in the printed Guided Walks leaflet, so please check carefully in the Train Walks section.

SATURDAY 9 FEBRUARY

The route of our longer walk remain as originally advertised, but the train time has changed and will use the rail replacement bus to get to the start of the walk and the service bus back afterwards:

Settle Circular 
via Catrigg Force, Smearsett and Giggleswick Scars
From the 0752 Leeds to Skipton train 
Book and alight Settle, return Skipton
(rail replacement bus out from Skipton and service bus back from Settle)
13 miles moderate/strenuous

Our shorter walk has been changed to:

Mirfield Circular
via Whitley Lower
From the 0953 Leeds to Huddersfield train
Book, alight and return Mirfield 
7 miles easy
[Huddersfield Line]

30 January 2019 - Train Walk Changes in February 2019 (updated item)

Due to ongoing planned strike action at Northern Rail, some walks have been changed - summary details are given below. Please note that these changes will remain in place, even if the rail strike is called off. Although some walks are unchanged, train times and dates of walks may be different to those in the printed Guided Walks leaflet, so please check carefully in the Train Walks section.

SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY

The date for our moderate/strenuous Hellifield to Settle walk has been changed and this will now take place on Friday 1 February 2019 instead as per the details below:

Hellifield to Settle
via Pikedaw
From the 0819 Leeds to Lancaster train 
Book and return Settle, alight Hellifield 
14 miles moderate/strenuous
[Bentham Line]

Our easy Ripley to Knaresborough (Harrogate line) walk will still go ahead on the Saturday, as originally advertised:

Ripley Castle to Knaresborough
via Greenway path and Nidd Gorge 
From the 0929 Leeds to York train
Book and return Knaresborough, alight Harrogate 
(bus out to Ripley Castle) 
7 miles easy
[Harrogate Line]

28 January 2019 - Members Update

Our January newsletter has now been published and copies distributed to members by post and email.

Full details and booking information for the Weymouth holiday from 29 June to 5 July 2019 are included with the newsletter.

The pick up points (times might be changed but not earlier) will be Leeds, Aire Street 8.30 am and Bradford Interchange at 9.15 am.
If you wish to book for this holiday and have not yet received your newsletter then you can send an email to alan.kemmenoe@gmail.com requesting a booking form. Please state whether you intend to send the deposit by cheque through the post or bank transfer.

10 January 2019

Northern Rail are again running their Unlimited Rail Travel Offer (£10 for a day, £17.50 for a weekend) from Monday 14 January to Sunday 24 March 2019, in association with JPIMedia. This involves collecting three tokens from a number of JPIMedia newspapers who publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Evening Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire.

Please click here for full details of the offer, including the list of qualifying newspapers (external website link)

2 January 2019 - Train Walk Changes and Update January 2019

Due to ongoing planned strike action at Northern Rail, some (but not all) walks have been changed - details are given below. Please note that these changes will remain in place, even if the rail strike is called off. Even where the walks are unchanged, train times may be different to those in the printed Guided Walks leaflet, so please check carefully in the Train Walks section.

SATURDAY 5 JANUARY

Our longer walk will remain as originally advertised:

Ilkley Circular
via Langbar and Beamsley Beacon
From the 0903 Leeds to Ilkley train
Book, alight and return Ilkley
13 miles strenuous
[Wharfedale Line]

Our shorter walk has been changed to:

Skipton Circular
via the Canal, Jubilee Tower, Low and High Bradley
From the 0856 Leeds to Skipton train
Book, alight and return Skipton
10 miles moderate

SATURDAY 12 JANUARY

The route of our longer walk will remain as originally advertised, but will now be from an earlier train:

Rolls Royce Ghyll to Foulridge
via Weets Hill
From the 0826 Leeds to Skipton train
Book, alight and return Skipton
(bus out from and back to Skipton)
12.5 miles moderate/strenuous

Our shorter walk has been changed to:

Chatburn to Clitheroe 
via Downham
From the 0926 Leeds to Skipton train
Book, alight and return Skipton
(bus out from and back to Skipton)
6 miles easy

SATURDAY 19 JANUARY

The route of our longer walk will remain as originally advertised, but will now be from an earlier train:

Skipton to Grassington
via the Lady Anne Way
From the 0752 Leeds to Skipton train
Book, alight and return Skipton
(bus back to Skipton)
15 miles strenuous

Our shorter walk will remain unchanged:

Ripley Circular
via Hampsthwaite, Swarcliffe and Burnt Yates 
From the 0859 Leeds to Knaresborough train 
(bus out from and back to Harrogate)
11 miles moderate
[Harrogate Line]

SATURDAY 26 JANUARY

The routes of all four walks remain unchanged.

The strenuous and moderate/strenuous Skipton Circular walks will go ahead as originally advertised from the 0856 Leeds to Skipton train.

The moderate Skipton Circular walk will now be from the 0926 Leeds to Skipton train.

The easy Gargrave to Skipton walk now be from the earlier 0856 Leeds to Skipton train and will use the rail replacement bus from Skipton to Gargrave prior to the start of the walk.

Please see the Train Walks section for full details of all four walks.
