Archived News Items 2023

These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.

14 November 2023 (amended item)

Selected issues of our members' newsletter can now be viewed in the Newsletter section. The online versions do not contain all the information from the regular editions, which are sent out to members, as some content is restricted to members only.

13 October 2023 - Train Walk update for Saturday 14 October

The route and mileage for the moderate Skipton Circular walk have now been changed, due to waterlogged fields on the original route. The walk will now be via Eastby Gate and Upper Barden Reservoir and 11.5 miles in length. Due to access land restrictions, dogs will not be permitted on this walk.

21 September 2023 - Train walk changes on Saturday 30 September (updated item)

Due to planned industrial action on the railways, the changes below will apply on this date.

The longer walk has been changed to:

Otley Circular
via Clifton, Dob Park, Lindley Wood reservoir, Leathley
12 miles moderate
Please meet at Otley bus station at 10.00
Otley can be reached by bus from Leeds, Skipton and Ilkley

The easy Barnoldswick Circular walk will be going ahead as advertised. Walkers should catch the 280 Preston bus outside Skipton train station at 10.12 (10.10 from Skipton bus station). Get off in Barnoldswick (ETA 10.38) where the leader will meet you. Bus back to Skipton after the walk.

13 September 2023

For 2023-24, membership of Friends of DalesRail is now increased to £12 per household per annum. For any members joining between now and the end of November this year, the annual membership will run until 30 November 2024.

12 September 2023 - Train walk updates for Saturday 16 September (amended item)

For the moderate Ripley to Pateley Bridge train walk, following the arrival of the train from Leeds in Harrogate (ETA 09.33), walkers should catch the no. 36 Ripon bus from Harrogate bus station at 09.40 to Ripley. Because of the limited interchange time between the train and the bus, walkers may wish to consider using an earlier train, or catching the no. 36 bus from Leeds.

For the easy Barnoldswick Circular train walk, following the arrival of the train from Leeds at Skipton (ETA 09.56), walkers should catch the 280 Preston bus outside the train station at 10.12 (10.10 from Skipton bus station). Get off in Barnoldswick (ETA 10.38) where the leader will meet you. Bus back to Skipton after the walk.

31 August 2023 - Thursday walk update

Information from the leader (Martin H):

The members' Thursday walk on 7 September 2023 round Hampsthwaite will start about 10.20 am, or as soon as the 09.59 number 24 bus from Harrogate arrives. As it is a 10 mile walk at moderate pace, we may not get back in time for the 3.38 pm return bus, in which case I can take up to three people back to Harrogate. The walk has been changed considerably from the original plans owing to the bridge over the River Nidd at Hampsthwaite being completely closed for long term repairs.

22 August 2023 - Train walk changes Saturdays 26 August and 2 September (updated item)

Due to planned industrial action on the railways, the following changes will apply -

SATURDAY 26 AUGUST

Both our originally advertised walks will be replaced by one walk:

Otley Circular
via Newall, Clifton, Farnley, Leathley and Pool
11 miles Moderate
Meet at Otley Bus Station at 10.00 am.

Otley can be reached by bus from Leeds, Skipton and Ilkley.

SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

The strenuous walk has been cancelled and the moderate walk has been changed to:

Ripley Circular
via Swarcliffe and Burnt Yates
10 miles Moderate
Meet at Ripley Cross at 10.35 am.

The walk will begin following the arrival of the 09.20 bus no. 36 from Leeds.

30 July 2023 - Thursday Walk update

The members' walk on Thursday 3 August will start from Littleborough rail station at 10.30 am, following the arrival of the 09.18 train from Leeds.

21 August 2023

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter (Autumn 2023) to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible, but no later than 1 October 2023

5 August 2023 - Lake District Walks update (amended item)

The date of the Sedbergh (Howgills) members' Lake District walk has now been changed to Wednesday 30 August.

14 July 2023 - Train walk changes on Saturdays 22 and 29 July 2023 (updated item)

Our walks on these dates are subject to alteration or cancellation, due to planned industrial action on the railways.

SATURDAY 22 JULY

The moderate/strenuous walk has been cancelled.

The easy walk has now been changed to:

Hyde Park Corner, Leeds to Golden Acre Park
via the Meanwood Valley Trail
Meet at 10.30 am at the top corner of the park on Woodhouse Lane
7.5 miles Easy

Please alight the bus at Hyde Park Corner, there is a kids' playground and skate park just behind the bus stop. There are numerous buses that stop at Hyde Park Corner, just before the main crossroads - from Leeds bus station 1, 1b (to Adel), 8 (to Holt Park) , X84 (to Ilkley), others are available. Return will be by bus from Golden Acre Park. This will be the walk even in the unlikely event that the rail strike is called off

3 July 2023 - Possible disruption to train walks on Saturday 8 July 2023

Due to industrial action short of a strike on the railways on this date, train services are subject to possible delay or short notice cancellation. You are therefore strongly advised to check for travel updates, even as late as the day itself.

DENBY DALE TO HOLMFIRTH MODERATE WALK

If the 10.12 Huddersfield to Sheffield train is cancelled, the walk will also be cancelled.

LANESHAW BRIDGE EASY WALK

The leaders will be at Keighley bus station for the M4 (Burnley) bus at 10.20. Please check live train times before leaving as it is possible to get to Keighley by bus (eg: the Aireline60 service), but you will have to leave earlier to get there in time

19 June 2023 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 24 June - Barnoldswick circular easy walk

From Skipton, please catch the no. 280 (Preston via Clitheroe) bus, which leaves at 10.10 from the bus station, Stand 4, or 10.12 from the main road outside the rail station at 10.12. Please get off at Barnoldswick, Fernlea Avenue, at 10.38, where you will be greeted by the leader (Stuart).

13 June 2023 - Train Walk Update for Saturday 17 June - Addingham Circular moderate/strenuous walk

Additional information from the leaders:

From Keighley railway station please make your way to the bus station and take the number 62 Ilkley bound bus from stand J at 9:15. Alight at the stop called Addingham , The Stile. This is by the allotments and is the first stop after the roundabout on the B6160 into Addingham. Your leaders will meet you there.

28 May 2023

Train Walk changes on Saturday 3 June

Due to planned industrial action on the railways, the strenuous Bingley to Hebden Bridge walk has been cancelled.

The Linton to Threshfield moderate walk will go ahead as advertised. Walkers are requested to catch the no. 72 Grassington bus from Skipton bus station at 09.37 to Linton, where the bus is due to arrive at 09.57. Alternatively, walkers can drive to Linton and park there. Return by bus from Threshfield after the walk.

Newsletter

Our May newsletter has now been produced and sent out to members by post and email. This includes booking forms for the September youth hostel weekend in Swaledale and the October holiday in Montgomery, Wales, plus initial details for walking holidays in 2024/25. Please send any articles for the next newsletter (Autumn 2023) to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible.

11 May 2023 - Train Walk changes in May and June (updated item)

SATURDAY 13 MAY

Due to planned industrial action on the railways, the following changes have been made on this date.

The route of the Harewood to Knaresborough moderate/strenuous walk will go ahead as originally advertised. The walk will start at approximately 10.10 from the bus stop opposite the Harewood Arms at Harewood, following the arrival of no. 36 bus, which leaves Leeds at 09.40 and is due to arrive at Harewood at 10.08.

Additional information from the leader (Diane):

People coming by car can park at Harewood and then return by bus at the end of the walk to collect their car. They can also park at Wike Lane end and get the bus to Harewood, which is one stop along.

The easy walk has now been changed to:

Shipley Circular
via a circuit of Baildon Moor
Meet 10.15 am by the ticket office at Shipley rail station
8 miles easy

Due to the late notification of this industrial action, the above changes will remain, even if the rail strike is called off.

SATURDAY 20 MAY

The route of the easy walk has been changed and will now be a linear walk from Gisburn to Barnoldswick, but the rail travel arrangements will remain the same.

Additional information from the leader (Stuart):

The walk will now start from Greengates, the farm complex on the right just before entering Gisburn and will take us via Crow Park, Horton Green, Horton and Bracewell to Barnoldswick.

Walkers should get the 280 Preston bus from outside Skipton rail station at 10.12 am and ask for Greengates (just before Gisburn) ETA 10.46. The leader will get on the bus at Barnoldswick Fernlea Avenue at 10.38. Bus back from Barnoldswick to Skipton after the walk.

SATURDAY 3 JUNE

Our walks on this date are subject to alteration or cancellation, due to planned industrial action on the railways. Please check back here nearer the time for further information.

8 May 2023

Unlimited rail travel with Northern Rail during May, June and July for £10 per person for a day or £17.50 for a weekend

Northern Rail has teamed up with National World and Reach PLC local newspaper groups for this special offer, which includes a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no other further discounts). A weekend ticket for £17.50 (£8.25 for children) is also available. The offer is not limited to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail.

There are two slightly different deals available, depending on which local newspaper you collect the offer from.

NATIONAL WORLD OFFER

To qualify you have to collect THREE tokens from qualifying National World newspapers, who publish a number of titles including the Yorkshire Evening Post and several titles in Yorkshire and Lancashire. Please see the Northern Rail website for details of when the tokens will be in the newspapers.

You need to download the form on the Northern Rail website and you can then buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network. These Ranger tickets cannot be bought on trains or online.

The offer runs from Monday 8 May to Friday 14 July 2023 and is valid every day during this special offer period.

Full details of the National World offer including the list of qualifying newspapers to obtain tokens (external web link).

REACH PLC OFFER

To qualify you have to collect TWO tokens from qualifying National World newspapers, who publish a number of titles across northern England. Please see the Northern Rail website for details of when the tokens will be in the newspapers.

Otherwise, the offer is identical to the National World offer above.

Full details of the Reach PLC offer including the list of qualifying newspapers to obtain tokens (external web link).

23 April 2023 - ride2stride Settle Carlisle Walking and Music Festival

After a 4 year wait, the ever-popular ride2stride festival is back this week with guided walks every day from Tuesday 25 April to Monday 1 May 2023, plus talks and music events.

Download the full festival programme (PDF file)

Check out the ride2stride website for further information (external website link)

11 April 2023 - Train Walk update for Saturday 15 April 2023

The moderate Marsden to Slaithwaite walk will now be from the 09.47 Leeds to Marsden train, which is due to arrive in Marsden at 10.34. This is due to a timetable change, because of engineering works on the railway.

29 March 2023 - Lakes Walks Update

The destination for two of this year's members' Lakes Walks have been swapped around. Tuesday 16 May will now be a moderate/strenuous walk from Martindale and Tuesday 3 October will now be a strenuous Howgills walk.

22 March 2023 - Train walks update for Saturday 1 April 2023 (amended item)

The planned industrial action on the railways has been called off, so both our walks on this date

20 March 2023 - Train Walk Changes on Saturday 1 April 2023

Both our walks on this date are subject to alteration due to planned industrial action on the railways. Please check back here nearer the time for further information.

12 March 2023 - Train Walk Changes on Saturday 18 March 2023

Due to planned industrial action on the railways, the following changes will apply:

MODERATE WALK

This will replace the originally scheduled moderate/strenuous walk.

Spofforth Circular
via Crimple Beck, Follifoot, Sun Rise Lakes and Kirkby Overblow
10 miles moderate

This walk will be from the no. 7 Leeds to Harrogate (via Wetherby) bus which departs from Leeds bus station at 09.10. It arrives in Spofforth at 10.27 at the stop after the Railway pub, where the leaders will meet you.

EASY WALK

The route of this walk will remain as originally advertised.

Barnoldswick Circular
via Leaps and Bound
7/8 miles Easy

This walk will be from the no. 280 Skipton to Preston bus, which departs from Skipton bus station at 10.10 and from the road outside Skipton railway station at 10.12. It arrives at the main bus stop in Barnoldswick centre at 10.38, where the leaders will meet you.

26 February 2023 (updated item)

Our February newsletter has now been produced and sent out to members by post and email. This includes initial details for the members' Youth Hostel weekend in September and the Autumn weekend in October. Please send any articles for the next newsletter (May 2023) to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible, but no later than 12 May 2023.

21 February 2023 - Thursday walk update for 2 March 2023

The starting point for this walk is the bus stop opposite the Dalesman Café in Gargrave. The walk will not depart before 10.15 in order to give members the opportunity to travel by train (arrives 10.04) or bus (arrives 10.00) from Skipton.

12 February 2023 - Train Walk Updates for Saturday 18 February (amended item)

Wennington to Kirkby Lonsdale moderate walk

The final part of the outward train journey will be by replacement bus between Bentham and Wennington, which is due to arrive in Wennington at 10.00 am. This is slightly later than the normal train arrival time, but this still gives plenty of time to do the walk.

For the return journey from Kirkby Lonsdale by service bus to Settle, walkers may prefer to stay on the bus all the way to Skipton, to avoid having to change from a bus to a train in Settle. For those not entitled to free concessionary bus travel, there is currently a flat rate special offer bus fare of £2 per single journey, regardless of distance, which can be used on this route.

Cononley Circular easy walk

The leader (Penny) would like to advise walkers that this walk involves over 400m of ascent, rough and muddy terrain in parts, and several tricky stiles. It will however be taken at a slow pace.

6 February 2023

The members' Youth Hostel weekend has now been booked at Grinton Lodge YHA in Swaledale for 8 to 10 September 2023 (2 nights). Booking details and further information will be included in a future edition of the members' newsletter.


17 January 2023 (updated item)

Anyone interested in joining us can now become a member online, by filling in our New membership application form. New membership subscriptions, as well as renewals, can now also be paid online. Please see our Join page for full details.

15 January 2023

Details of our public train walks programme for the remainder of this year from July to December 2023 can now be seen in the Train Walks section.

1 January 2023 - Train Walk Changes on Saturday 7 January

Due to planned industrial action on the railways, the walks have been changed as follows:

STRENUOUS WALK

The originally planned Ilkley Circular via Beamsley Beacon will go ahead, starting from Ilkley bus station at 09.30 which should allow walkers from Leeds and Keighley/Bradford to come by bus and finish the 14 mile walk in daylight.

Public transport travel options are as follows:

- The X84 bus departs Leeds bus station at 08.01 and arrives at Ilkley bus station at 09.10.

- The 62 bus departs Keighley bus station at 08.45 and arrives at Ilkley bus station at 09.26.

- Bus theSHUTTLE662 departs Bradford Interchange at 07.52 and arrives at Keighley at 08.36 to connect with the 08.45 bus to Ilkley.

MODERATE WALK

This has now been changed to:

Aberford Circular
via Lead, Saxton and Hazelwood
10 miles

The walk will start at 10.20 outside the Arabian Horse public house, following the arrival of No. 64 Connexion bus from Leeds. This leaves Vicar Lane M2 at 09.35 and then stops on New York Street near the bus station.
