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NEWSLETTER                             APRIL2005

CHAIRMAN’S JOTTINGS
The weather forecast tonight makes it official “Spring is just around the corner” so please get ready to do even more walks than you usually do.  The Friend's programme gives a wide variety throughout the year so come and join us.  This is just a general exultation to you all, but in addition to this there will be several special events on during the summer.  Full details of these will be found in more details throughout this newsletter, but I will give you a reminder of what to look for.

First off will be our annual leaders meeting to discuss any outstanding issues regarding the walks.  Once again it will be held at the Adelphi Hotel, Leeds.  Please come if you have any points to raise.  Listen to our experts give their opinions!  Please look carefully at the notice to confirm date, time and location.

The next celebration is that of the 30th Anniversary of Dales Rail.  Joyce has written much more about the history of this event within this newsletter, please read it and understand how much we owe to these people.  However to commemorate this we  (or more especially Joyce) has arranged a super walking festival on 7th May centred at Ribblehead.  There will be all sorts of walks to suit all standards.  There will also be historic records of the event and the aftermath.  This day will finish with a drink and buffet at the Station Inn.  It will not be such a formal event as the one held last year but will still be a good opportunity for everyone to meet and greet old friends.  This opportunity may be especially welcome for those who were unable to attend the annual dinner at Settle due to inclement weather!!  For full details see elsewhere and for tickets to the buffet send a cheque for £9.50 per person  (payable to Friends of DalesRail) to me with a SAE.

The next plea for help is a continual one in that we need more leaders.  If we cannot get more then the number of walks we can put on in future years will decrease; if you are interested please see any of the committee or another leader.  Better still please come to the leaders (and back-ups) meeting, details elsewhere in the newsletter. This will give you a good idea of what is required and how other leaders are prepared to help you!

David Sherborne

******************************

EVENTS SECRETARY’S REPORT
All the events in Friends of DalesRail continue to be popular.  Our Walks from the trains; Settle and Carlisle, Morecambe and Caldervale attract many members and also non-members. This spring we shall be celebrating our 30th Anniversary of Dales Rail on May 7th.  There will be many different walks to choose from of varying strengths.  Please come and help us celebrate.  There will be a buffet in the Station Inn at Ribblehead afterwards from 4pm onwards at a cost of £9.50 (payable to Friends of DalesRail). Please send a cheque to David Sherborne, Glen Nith, 5 Garforth Close, Altofts, WF6 2NA.

Our latest train walks leaflet will be available shortly.  If you feel you can help with distribution please contact myself and I’ll arrange to get some leaflets to you.
We shall shortly be planning our trains walks for 2006. If you have any favourite walks please let me know as soon as possible.
Other events which continue to be popular are our coach trips once a month.  Recent trips this year have taken us to Arnside and Ribchester.  We shall shortly be looking at where to go in 2006.  Please get in touch with Brian Hall 01274 551399 or another committee member if you have any suggestions.
Don’t forget our other members’ events. Once a month on the first Thursday we have a members moderate walk. For details contact Alan Jagger Tel 01274 883547.  Our Lake District walks will once again be happening this year. Please contact Lewis Handford 01274 569957 for details.
We have just come back from a very successful weekend in Eskdale. In August we are planning to go to Peebles.  There is still room on this weekend and if any one wants to go, please contact Lewis Handford on the above number as soon as possible. Another weekend being planned for October is in Yarm. There should be an application form for this in this newsletter.  
All the above events are included in our excellent website, www.friendsofdalesrail.org.  Please try to look at this if you can. It is maintained on a regular basis and is probably the most efficient way we can communicate with members and non-members.  On the website we have included latest events, news and recent photos from walks and weekends
. 

We cannot put on any of the above walks or events with out the hard work of the committee and the valuable assistance of leaders and backups.  Many of these leaders and backups have been helping us for a number of years and it is important for continuity that we keep adding to our list of available leaders.   If you feel you may be able to help us with leading or backing up walks please get in touch with me or come to the Leaders and Backups Meeting at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday April 20th at the Adelphi, Leeds, Jnc. Dock St./Hunslet Rd.   NB Please note that this is a change to the date previously notified in other newsletters and the calendar
Refreshments will be provided and the bar will be open.  All members are welcome to this meeting.

Penny Lucas
Leaders Meeting
Good Food!

Excellent Company!

Stimulating Conversation!

Fancy a night out with all of the above?

Come to the Leaders and Backups Meeting

at the Adelphi Public House, Leeds

on Wednesday 20th April 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

Any members welcome to discuss the

current and future walks programme.

We particularly need more volunteers

to lead and backup our walks.

Possible Agenda

Current programme.
New programme 2006.

Leaders responsibilities.

First Aid refresher and guest appearance of Annie.
Any other ideas as requested by the members.

30th Anniversary of Dales Rail

On the 12th June, 2004 we celebrate the 30th anniversary of Guided Walks from the Settle-Carlisle line, making a welcome return after stations were closed in 1970. We who were passengers on the RA special charter excursion train in 1974 probably left it at the end of the day with feelings of pleasure tinged with regret, thinking that this was a one off, not to be repeated treat. One man had other ideas.

Colin Speakman always had a commitment to the concept of affordable integrated rail/bus public transport. If that successful RA excursion train in 1974 fired his ideas, a few weeks later they were nearly strangled at birth. British Rail announced its intention to cut back platforms on the newly reopened stations to accommodate the new Mark 3 coaches on trains diverted from the west coast main line. This would render the platforms unusable for the stopping trains and passengers thereafter. Colin was at that time the youngest ministerially appointed member of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Committee. As such, he was able to raise the problem, and the Park, together with Cumbria CC, was able to obtain sufficient funding to allow British Rail to make the alterations to the platforms in a manner acceptable to all concerned.

So platforms were now secured, safe and usable. “It seemed to me crazy”, says Colin, “ to spend the money and not use the stations, so I wrote (as a member) a report for the (National Park) Committee in October 1974 suggesting the Park should do what the RA had done so profitably and charter trains to allow people without cars to visit the Dales – and to encourage people with cars, to leave them behind and use the trains, the linking bus services – and walk, to enjoy a natural environment in a non-polluting, unobtrusive way. I believed then, as I believe now, that this is what National Parks were set up to achieve, not as picturesque backgrounds for recreational motoring”. The success of the RA excursion train with 580 people on board must have been a useful weapon in Colin’s armoury.

Shortly afterwards, Colin resigned from the National Park Committee and in January, 1975, was appointed to the new post of YDNP Field Services Officer. Almost immediately he and Assistant Park Officer George Hallas met British Rail to explore the possibility of the Park chartering trains, just as the RA had done. British Rail responded that in their view, with “140 years of railway experience”, the scheme did not have a chance of success, but if the Park wanted to waste money, so be it.

But the project moved forward, meeting setbacks, bureaucracy and delays waiting for others to make decisions on the way. The northbound platform at Ribblehead disappeared, bulldozed to facilitate a quarry siding. More urgent action was needed to secure the remaining platforms and get them used. The deadline was fast approaching and assent from British Rail was anxiously awaited. After the matter had been raised in the House of Commons the go-ahead was given. Dales Rail was born.

Although he was the prime mover in the early days of Dales Rail, Colin is the first to acknowledge the support of others keen to see the venture succeed: British Rail officials, some at quite senior levels, National Park staff and fellow workers in the RA.

This abbreviated account of events to the first Dales Rail service is only the beginning of the story. Much more to follow!

Joyce Broughton 

******************************
1975 – 2005

30th Anniversary of DalesRail

Saturday, 7thMay, 2005
Celebration Walks

Friends of DalesRail are celebrating the anniversary by co-ordinating a special event at Ribblehead

There will be a series of guided walks to suit all grades of walker. In addition, there will be an exhibition of photographs and memorabilia collected over the years, at the Ribblehead Station Visitor Centre, courtesy of the Settle Carlisle Railway Trust.

To conclude the celebrations, there will be a fork (no sandwiches!!) buffet at the Station Inn, Ribblehead, starting at 4.0pm. Admission will be by ticket only priced at £9.50. Tickets can be purchased in advance from:

                     David Sherborne, 5 Garforth Close, Altofts, WF6 2NA.

Please send cheques (payable to Friends of DalesRail) & a SAE. The walks will be:

1) Ribblehead Circular via Whernside & Ingleborough, 15 miles, strenuous. Led by Friends of DalesRail

2) Dent to Ribblehead via Blea Moor, 10 miles, moderate. Led by Yorkshire Dales Society.

3) Ribblehead Circular via Whernside, 8 miles moderate. West Riding Area Ramblers Assoc.

4) Horton to Ribblehead via Ribbleway, 8 miles moderate. Led by Yorks. Dales PTGU.

5) Ribblehead  Circular via Chapel-le-Dale & Winterscale, 8 miles easy moderate. Led by W.R.Mitchell MBE.

6) Ribblehead Circular via Nature Reserve. A) Limestone Walk, 4 miles easy. B) Quarry Walk, 2.15 start, 1.5 miles easy. Led by English Nature.

7) Railway Heritage Walk, 4 miles easy. Led by Friends of Settle-Carlisle Line.

All walks start from when the 8.49 Leeds to Carlisle train arrives at designated station , apart from the Quarry walk.

During the day, light refreshments will be available at the Railway Station Visitor Centre and Station Inn (lunch until 2.30pm).

www.ribblehead.org for weather reports.

October Weekend, 2005

2 Nights, 21st – 22nd 

An area we have visited before, and offering prospects for good walking and scenery, is the Tees Valley, to the south of Stockton on Tees. I have booked a Best Western Hotel at Yarm, an historic town on the banks of the Tees with history dating from Tudor times and elegant architecture from its eminence as an important coaching stop on the north-south route. Its high street once boasted sixteen inns!!

Easily reached from the A19, it seems an ideal spot for our late break. The hotel offers excellent facilities. I have negotiated a “no single supplement” (very rare) so demand for these may well be high and decided at a ballot. 

Please note the closing date for booking is 30th April.

August, 2006

Following the success of the last holiday to Ireland, it has been requested that we again “sail across the water”.

I have provisionally booked for next August, 2006,  an 8 night (9 days) break with coach from Leeds/Bradford, in a first class hotel on half board basis in the Connemara National Park, cost approx. £500. The likely departure date is the 22nd  August. Details, with the necessary booking form will appear in the next newsletter. 

The above is for your information and holiday dates for next year.

Lewis Handford

******************************

Easter Weekend, Eskdale, 25-28 March, 2005
From over the passes and round by the coast or Ulpha a host of walkers converged on the Bower House Inn on Good Friday. Some immediately departed to conquer the surrounding fells. Others dallied on the Eskdale railway or sampled such delights as Wharram Percy on the way. A warm welcome awaited everyone and the food was excellent. Replete and filled with information about the following day, some trod the light fantastic on the dance floor until it was obvious that age had to give way to the beauty of the locals. Retirement to the bar or to bed seemed to be the only other options.

Saturday

Saturday dawned brightly enough for some people to wear shorts and everyone was booted up and ready to go at 9.30. ‘A’ party took the bus up the valley to Brook House and after a gentle start, began the climb in earnest. Memories of a navigation weekend were revived as we sloshed past Low Birker tarn towards Ulpha Fell. But now the real goal was in view and loins were girded to conquer Harter Fell. And this we did, with much puffing and panting and sideways lurching up vertical grass. The reward was lunch at the top and far-reaching views. The energetic in the party rushed up to the trig point. From there, as leaders always say, it was downhill all the way – and what a long way. Culture was included with a visit to the Roman Fort at Hardknott and entertainment was provided by the various vehicles going over the pass. Eventually, to some people’s delight , we reached the George IV pub. Others, fearing they would never get going again if they stopped, kept plodding on to the hotel and a hot bath.
No transport for the hardy ‘B’ party, led by Harry,  they walked all the way from the hotel!! A short stretch of road led to  the lane up the picturesque valley of Miterdale. Light cloud soon cleared and the sun peeped out, and at the coffee stop, cags and sweaters came off. Now on a path, a long, steady climb, with the odd breather, led up the open fell of Tongue Moor and on the descent towards Burnmoor Tarn, superb views (“A scene without a counterpart in Lakeland”—A. Wainwright). of Great Gable, Scafell Pikes, etc., and with binoculars, at lunch, Nancy was convinced she could see Richard on Harter Fell! Circumnavigating the tarn, we sloshed and bog trotted toward Eel Tarn before hitting solid ground and the lane down to the aptly named hamlet of Boot and the alcoholic/tea delights of the “Boot Inn”. (from Boot, one anonymous member called Alan took the train back!!). From here, a pleasant path along the River Esk, led to a minor road back to Eskdale Green. A bonus, just before the hotel, was the sight of about 20 magnificent hounds start off on a drag race – if only we could go up a fell side at their speed. Maybe, Martin can!!

A most enjoyable day.  

A small group of limpers and ‘C’ party members set off with a map and certainly had a good time but nobody is quite sure where they went. The only fact gleaned is that they came up against a fence and had to retreat.

The day ended with a quiz in which a team of DalesRailers , ‘The Weary Warriors’, known for their deep funds of knowledge, managed to win a prize. Honour was satisfied.

Sunday

This was to be the big day for the ‘A’ party, the ascent of Scafell. Again we took the bus along the valley but this time to Wha House. The climb started almost immediately and got steeper. Disaster struck when the honorary leader pointed out that we would have to go back down and start again on a lower path in order to circumnavigate a rather deep gully. We reversed and set our sights on Cam Spout Crag from where we clambered like goats up How Beck waterfall. More exciting things were to come, although by this time the cheetah of the party had vanished into the mist in a flash of red and sticks never to be seen again until we gathered in the bar in the evening. The rest of us scrambled man and womanfully up a steep gully to Foxes Tarn and then continued to the top on a steep path of the one step forward two steps back variety. Unfortunately, there were no views, so we slithered crabwise and bottomwise down the boulders and over the marsh to Burnmoor Tarn. Miterdale was next and was uneventful except for a steep slither sideways and the chairman on his knees in a stream. Who was he trying to placate?
The weather was not as nice as yesterday, much cooler and overcast, when the ‘B’s, led by Richard set off (no bus, again!!). over the northeast shoulder of Muncaster Fell and into the Esk Valley. Soon, light rain began to fall, and on a good track through the woods, a woodpecker was heard. As we were passing the golf course, the sun came out for a while, but by the time we had traversed a long, straight, steep path up to Chapel Hill, with views of the Esk Estuary and open sea, it had over clouded again. A short stretch of main road, passing Muncaster Castle, through some woods and across the odd field, led us into Ravenglass. Hard place to describe. Just one street, parallel to the sea, a main line station and the terminus of the narrow gauge “Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway”, known as “Ratty”. Here, the party split with the hardier members deciding to walk back and the “softies” catching the train. (Unfortunately, some time had to be spent in a local hostelry, as there was an hour to wait!!) Quite an experience in a packed, open carriage – thank goodness for cagoules. An interesting day. 
Monday

By this time several people had gone their own way home or to pastures new. A mixed group of ‘A’ and ‘B’ walkers remained to taste the delights of a 9?, 11? mile stroll to Devoke Water and back. Once Brant Rake and Water Crag (aptly named) had been conquered, the heart and the lungs could relax a bit and we could enjoy the tremendous views of the Dunnerdale Fells. We could even see where the top of Scafell was, modestly hiding itself in mist again. We made for Stanley Force but somehow missed it, but we did find the suspension bridge across the River Esk and successfully navigated our way back to the hotel.

After seeing the mixed party off, the elite four remaining members drove to Boot and parked in the station yard. With Philip leading, the intention was to cross the Esk by the stepping stones by Boots seventeenth-century parish church of St. Catherine (well worth a visit) but was thwarted by high water. A short back track to  Beckfoot Bridge, soon brought us to a narrow, wooded ravine and the path up to Dalegarth Force. A sixty foot leap, described in an early guidebook as “the finest waterfall in Lakeland”. At the top of the ravine the route went up and across open fell before turning at Whinsop Bridge. A spectacular panorama but the tops of the high peaks seen on  Saturday were marred by cloud. Lunch was taken on a very soggy patch of ground, free from rocks, below Hartley Crag. A very steep but short descent brought us to the path up to Doctor Bridge and the riverside path back to Boot. Refreshments were taken in the station café – surprisingly tea and coffee!! Thanks to Phil for a very good day.  

A really good weekend in a splendid hotel. Three successful days of hillwalking and good food to boot. Thanks as always to Lewis and Yvonne for their tireless efforts in making these weekends so enjoyable and to all the leaders who helped to guide us over the fells.

Diane Exley & Trevor Grimston

******************************

Annual Dinner Morning ‘B’ Meander

The morning after the “Great Storm” dawned bright, dry and calm but revealed the fury of the previous day – a field visible from the Falcon Hotel had been turned into a lake and the car park was littered with branches, fortunately missing any cars. A group of hardy souls who had braved the conditions, both the night before and the following morning, gathered in the small bar of the Falcon for a briefing from the chairman, to decide what to do. Dave Reed volunteered to lead a party over the fells,  Joyce Broughton , a “keeping to the road and out of the water” meander and four ladies (“not on bicycles”) decided to do  ”their own thing”

Joyce’s group of six set off from Settle by a back lane, with water pouring out walls, towards Langcliffe, but flood water soon proved impassable. Undaunted, our intrepid leader, rather than retrace our steps back to Settle, decided to indulge in a little fearless trespass!!! Unfortunately the best laid plans oft go astray and passing through a farmyard we were quietly informed there was no right of way. Ever the diplomat, Joyce turned on the charm, pleading the extreme weather and that no self respecting DailsRailer would ever do such a thing in normal circumstances, etc., etc. The force of Joyce’s advocacy was such, that with tears in her eyes, the farmer’s wife actually opened the gate for us!

A planned coffee stop in the Watershed Mill Café was abandoned as when we arrived the staff were busy pouring buckets of water out of the front door! The path leading up from the river to Stainforth Lane was completely  full of fast flowing flood water, but was safely negotiated albeit having to cling on to the wall.

The walk along the lane was an absolute delight, with shafts of sunlight breaking through the clouds and “spotlighting” the fields and fells. Lunch was taken by Stainforth Force, an awe inspiring sight in full spate. 

The return journey followed much the same route, less any trespassing, and feet were rested and parched throats  quenched in the Golden Lion after a most enjoyable meander, many thanks to Joyce. 

Trevor Grimston
*******************************

COACH WALKS

Sunday 16th January 2005                                         Hawes

‘A’ Party

Well, we were promised mud and we were not disappointed! The day started in beautiful conditions and we had conquered Addlebrough before the first intimations of rain made themselves felt. Mill Gill Force was spectacular and our budding photographer made the most of it. Hair-raising descents, knee-knocking and body squeezing stiles and the occasional body on the ground did nothing to spoil our enjoyment as we flogged our way into Hawes via Helm and Sedbusk, muddied and soaking wet. I did not see the officer and gentleman of the party laying down his cloak for us to walk on. He will have to try harder! Thanks to David and Carola for a good walk bravely borne.
‘B’ Party

...chose a more watery way than most, not content with the threatening rain. From Appersett they followed the raging Ure to confront the splendid torrent of Cotter Force, force being the operative word! Nothing daunted they then made their way into Cotterdale which for the rest of us back in Uredale had been blotted out since mid-morning. 'B' party survived, however, and lived to join the Pennine Way and visit their second waterfall, Hardraw Force, another aptly named natural feature.

Soggy field paths led them safely through Simonstone and Sedbusk to the welcome fleshpots of Hawes all present and correct. Thanks to Derek and Annette.

Diane Exley

‘C’ Party

After many months of toil in locations as diverse as Hadrian's Wall, deepest Cheshire and even the Settle/Carlisle railway, Trevor (Maximus) Grimston XIII and his trusty band of legionnaires strode off up the Roman Road from Bainbridge, ably backed up by the noble Lady Jeanius of Rothwell. "These Romans didn't 'alf know 'ow to lay a good road surface" one centurion was heard to mutter in admiration at the tarmac by the village green. Up the Roman Road they marched unremittingly, but steadily gaining height as the views opened up across Wensleydale. However as skies turned from cloud to drizzle, lunch was snatched in a sheltered hollow before commencing the afternoon march. "It's all downhill from here!" exclaimed Maximus triumphantly, as they rounded Wether Fell. "And you're 200 ft higher than 'A' party!" They were then confidently led down a succession of slippery slopes and squeezable stiles to encounter the welcoming taverns of Hawes, which left a mere 3 hours drinking time until the departure of the chariot to Leeds.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                Philip Lancartrius
Sunday 20th February                                           Ribchester

‘A’ Party

An interesting day spent in rural Lancashire. Setting off from Ribchester in good weather we climbed steadily across fields to the top of Spire Hill on Longridge Fell.
This had the advantage of great views across to Morecambe Bay and the Blackpool Tower, but exposed us tothe icy blasts of the North wind. Descending the steep slope in the shadow of the hill reminded us that it was still winter, but once emerging into sunshine we soon warmed up. Muddy fields and styles strung the group out and at one stage the rear group almost tagged onto the wrong walking group. Passing Stoneyhurst College, a massive 16th century building, we were given an historical description by Diane before heading back to Ribchester and a welcoming pint or two. An excellent day's walking in ideal winter weather. Thanks to Leonie and Diane for getting us round without incident.                                                                             John Crouch
 ‘B’ Party

On a cold, dry, sunny day, starting from Hurst Green, a select group of only 9  ( did the others know something they didn’t?), made their way down the long drive to the magnificent Stonyhurst College. The ascent from here, across what would have been soggy fields but thankfully frozen, to Longridge Fell forest and superb views of the Ribble Valley and Pendle Hill. Passing through the forest to the edge of the scarp, a fantastic panorama of the Hodder Valley, Bowland Fells and a hazy sight of Ingleborough. Descending from the ridge, (again thankful for the frost),  Blackpool Tower,  and an oil/gas? rig way out at sea, were visible. More fields and narrow treed gullies led back to the welcome sight of the “Ribchester Arms”. A super walk and one of the best ‘viewing’ days for a while. Many thanks to leaders Phil and Jenny. Also, thanks to Leonie and Diane for reserving seats at the “Arms”.                                                                            Trevor Grimston

‘C’ Party
A lovely gentle walk (appreciated by the injured among us - Douglas with his bad back and myself with bruised and extremely painful ribs) undertaken in glorious sunshine though a bit chilly.  There were numerous stiles along the way in various states of repair, some quite rickety and a bit of mud though according to Brian and Chris nothing like what they had when they did the recce!   The views were spectacular and seeing Pendle Hill bathed in sunshine all day was a bonus.  A 'refined' start and finish at the Ribchester Arms made for a perfect day.  Thanks to Brian and Chris for another good walk.
                                                                                                                                                    Joan Thompson

Sunday 20th March                                                     Arnside

‘A’ Party

Lowering cloud gave way to blue sky and sunshine as we approached Kirkby Lonsdale. Legs and arms appeared as ‘A’ party raced, breathless, up the first hill on the way to Hutton Roof with its air of prehistoric scrubland. Lunch, with the option of a pub, was a very civilised affair after crossing the transport corridor of motorway, canal and railway. Sleepy villages gave way to mysterious forests with myriad paths culminating in a potentially ankle-breaking limestone pavement. Tea was followed by a descent of the fairy steps – some people had problems persuading their rucksacks to descend, or so they said – but all arrived safely at the bottom, watched over by ‘B’ party at the top. The bracing sea air at Arnside sent us scurrying to pub or café, depending on our tastes. A lovely walk. Thanks to Meryl and Derek.                                              Diane Exley

‘C’ Party

After leaving W. Yorks. in heavy overcast and mist, it was very pleasant to arrive in Arnside in mild, hazy sunshine. After the obligatory toilet stop, a most enjoyable walk over low hills, (hopes of views of the Lakeland fells spoilt by the haze), through woods, a look at the ruins of Arnside Tower and over the odd field, to arrive at the coast at Silverdale. A path through Arnside Park, carpeted with daffodils and with splendid views of Morecambe Bay, led to a very narrow cliff edge path, with little or no room for error!! Finally, with the tide out, a stroll along the beach back to Arnside and the welcome bar of “ Ye Old Fighting Cock”. A super ‘amble ramble’ with no pressure and time to admire the scenery. Many thanks to Glennys and Janette.                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                   Trevor Grimston







