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Moya’s Musings

At the AGM I took over from David Sherborne as your new chairperson. I think David was chairman for over 7 years and I would like to thank him for all his hard work and professionalism, which made a huge contribution to making Friends of DalesRail the great club it is today.

As an introduction to those who don’t know me, I have been a member of Friends since the early days, primarily walking from the coach. I have also been on many of the weekends and holidays. In the last couple of years, since I took early retirement, I have been able to join Alan’s Thursday walks and, during the summer months, the Lakeland Classics. I will now make more effort to come on some of the train walks and hopefully meet more of the stalwart walkers from the train.

The AGM, held at Steeton Hall, went smoothly and Gladys Strawbridge was elected Honorary Secretary for a 2 year period. Penny Lucas stepped down as Train Walks Coordinator and Jenny Collins has joined the committee and taken on this task. Other members of the committee will continue in their respective roles carrying out essential work to ensure that the club runs smoothly. Included in this Newsletter is a revised list of committee members and contact details.

Drew Haley from Northern Rail gave an interesting presentation as guest speaker following the AGM. He presented a knowledgeable and forthright picture of the current and future situation of our local train services. The burning issue for Friends was the disruption to the Settle – Carlisle line and Drew explained that serious and multiple defects had been identified on the line. In addressing these, priority was given to coal, hence the weekend closures. Work would continue until 2011. 

After a substantial lunch we watched a slide show presented by Trevor Grimston. Thank you Trevor for an entertaining show reliving some of the last years walks.

I would like to wish all members a Happy New Year and enjoyable walking in 2008!  

Moya McNamara
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

EVENT SECRETARY’S REPORT

Happy New Year everyone. Let’s hope we have a break from rain and train disruptions! Thank you to all those who have led our walks throughout 2007 and to all those who have volunteered to lead us through 2008. We have had a very successful year with high numbers on our walks and many new faces.

The next big event to look forward to is the Leaders Meeting on March 10th at the Grove in Leeds. This is for all who lead and for those who would like to find out about helping to lead. Please do come along with suggestions of walks, particularly for walks using other lines and local buses from the Settle and Carlisle line. As you can see from your new calendar we have included many of the suggestions received last year. The meeting will include a first aid refresher and an outline of leaders’ responsibilities for new leaders. Refreshments will be laid on and the Grove is a real ale pub. Further details will follow in the New Year. If there is anything you would like on the agenda please get in touch with me (0113-2931924) Diane Taylor.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Membership Renewal

If you haven’t received your 2008 Calendar of events you need to renew your membership, please use the membership renewal form enclosed in the October newsletter, and send £5.00 per household payable to Friends of DalesRail to : - E. Myers,   35, Waincliffe Drive. LEEDS. LS11 8ET.

FDR Holidays 2008

37 people have booked to go to Llangollen on 28-31 March 2008. We had booked for 45 so places had to be cancelled. I have reduced the reservations for Ashbourne to 40 to limit the club’s risk.

Just to confirm there will be a closing date for applications for each holiday. After this date, if there is over subscription, allocation of places will be in random order of envelopes being opened.

Now for the summer. I am told that this is going to be popular so I have increased the booking to 48.

SUMMER – Mendips 14-19 August 2008

This will probably be a new walking area for most people. The area is in Somerset and offers good walking and lots of opportunities for sight-seeing. We will also plan a day of walking in the Quantocks. The hotel is a Best Western, The Webbington Court (once owned by Frankie Howerd). Accommodation is all ensuite with a mixture of doubles, twins and singles with breakfast and evening meal included. Luxury coach travel will be from Bradford and Leeds and we will have use of the coach throughout the holiday.

The cost will be £315 per person, with a single supplement of £30.

A continuing problem is the availability of single accommodation; for this holiday it is limited to 4.     Could I encourage members to get together and share where possible. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

THANKS
Firstly thanks to the editor for allowing me space in this the first Newsletter of 2008.  I would like to take this opportunity to reflect upon what has happened over the last 8 or so years and look how the Friends HAS developed whilst not losing its basic concepts of welcoming new members and running walks from the lines.

I strongly believe that the club has got stronger and stronger and I see no reason why under Moya and the committee, this should not continue, given the strong support we get from our members.

However this state of affairs has not been due to me, but to everyone who has helped; many of them are on the committee but there are many others who are also working hard.

I do not want to embarrass too many individuals, but their achievements should be noted and recognised and so I will identify some of the people alongside the topics that are helping to strengthen the club and make us one of the foremost walking groups.

Firstly I must mention the web site, this has proved a great success on all fronts but with two main successes; one and especially relevant at the moment, up to date information on our walks and which trains are running and secondly it is a vehicle for members to relate their experiences of the walks in both literal and photographic form.   The setting up of the web site was due initially to Joyce who made me aware that if I took action then the club could get some money from a fund, set up following the end of the “foot and mouth” outbreak.  I duly submitted a claim for funds to help with our publicity; we were successful and then used this money to hire a software company (Qubik) to produce the site to our specification, Martin and Philip helped with this and the one particular requirement was that we should be able to update the site without any further assistance.  This was achieved and Philip has done a marvellous job in keeping the information topical and relevant.  The majority of new walkers now find out about our walks from the web site.

Next is the huge increase in the number and range of walks we are putting on throughout the year.  We still have the core programme of walks from Settle Carlisle line and the Morecambe line, but we also have now a core of walkers who go on the Calderdale Sunday walks. Added to this is the strengthening of the Thursday walks, still run 

by Alan Jagger,  who has now persuaded others to take over most of the leading.  Added to this are the Lakes Classics initiated, of course by Lewis and Yvonne, but now taken over by Alan Kemmenoe.  The coach walks run by Christina and now Brian are also very successful. All of this would not have been possible without the many members who offered to lead these walks, with special thanks to those who led walks on the weekends/week away when they had to be led without a reccee.  This has got a little easier now with the use of GPS’s although it still needs an expert like Christina to produce the walk and then plot it out on a map for the “volunteer” leader.  In total I calculate that we must have put on about 160 led walks last year catering for all grades of walker.  As well as having the leaders we also need someone to organise the leaders, thanks to Penny for this, and someone to distribute the rail passes we get from Northern for our leaders and back-ups, thanks Carola.  We must also give a vote of thanks to Northern who supply us with these passes; without these the club just could not run in the way that it does.

I have already mentioned the web site for passing on information but our main form of transmitting information and receiving feedback is still the newsletter.  Thanks over the years to Trevor who really set out the way in which it should be done and more recently to our current editor Pat who has successfully developed it further.

I also really cannot continue this article without grateful thanks from all of you to Elizabeth who has kept the membership records for many years.  Many members will only have seen her huddled behind a desk at the AGM giving out the membership cards and the calendars with help from her mum, but she works all year keeping the records up to date.

Also my personal thanks go to Diane Exley and Gladys who have suffered with not only acting as secretary but providing the minutes and keeping me on the straight and narrow at committee meetings.

I really could go on and on and I realise that I have not done justice to many others who have worked hard; one reason why I have not mentioned Martin Housley more is that I seem to have done absolutely nothing about the club finances over the years Martin has run them in a way that means that no one else has to query them. (Assisted by our valuable scrutineer Douglas) However I must mention Joyce again for continually reminding me of the opportunities we have to increase the status of FDR and for increasing, almost single handed the quality of the easy/moderate walks.

As a final footnote thanks to all members who have made my time as chairman so enjoyable and I look forward to much future relaxation (!) and enjoyment with the new regime.

David Sherborne.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Report on Weekend - October 2007 

Beaumaris, Isle of Anglesey 
Everyone managed to leap the Menai Strait and arrive at the substantial and comfortable Bulkeley Hotel in Beaumaris in time for the evening meal. Some visited the castle, others strolled the Prom or tested the beer in local hostelries. All gathered eagerly to hear the delights promised for Saturday.

'A' party's destination was Llanfachraeth. This little hamlet boasted a coffee house established in 1892 and designed to be a place where the inhabitants could enjoy their coffee free from alcohol and gambling and political and religious conversation. From there we walked to the coastal path where, as long as we kept the sea on the left we were on track …….or were we? All was well until we reached Ynys y Fydlyn (we were in Wales after all) and there the path was diverted round a wood which meant we took a long time to go a short way. By this time Wylfa power station was in sight but not within very easy reach. It's stark architecture was somewhat alleviated on the south east by a nature trail which we all enjoyed and those excited by optional extras deviated round the headland before joining the rest of us in Cemaes for cream tea or beer.

Sunday saw the 'A' party debussing at Four Mile Bridge (Pont Rhyd y Bent) to set off once more for the coast - sea on the right this time. Despite excellent map reading, the waymark signs failed us and our efforts to exit a field were not appreciated by the locals. We were soon put right and we swung happily along to Rhoscolyn where we started an advanced class in sand yomping and pebble balancing. Our reward was to arrive in Rhosneigr and see the colourful display of sailboarders and kitesurfers spread over the bay. How do they manage not to get tangled up with each other? We continued our beach trek until diverted by an ancient burial chamber said to have been built at the time of the pyramids - even older than us then. A stroll past the local race track brought us to a tiny church perched at the end of a causeway where we had a windswept tea stop. Rumour had it that weddings still took place there and we wondered about the logistics of getting the bride and guests across the jumble of rocks which formed the approach 'road'. Aberffraw was soon in sight, however, and the dreaded pub proved to be very welcoming after all.

On Monday some people stayed in Beamaris and did their own thing.Those who were walking headed for Pentraeth. Both 'A' and 'B' parties started from the car park . 'A' party made for Red Wharf Bay. This was not without a slight diversion but it gave us another chance to practice beach walking - a skill we have now honed to perfection. Turning inland we encountered the now familiar practice of waymarks where the path was obvious and none when you really needed them. The area also specialised in deeply hidden stiles and impenetrable fields of gorse. Nevertheless, our intrepid leader was able to overcome all obstacles. We managed to scale the heights above Llanddonal, avoid any fracas with local farmers and eventually meet up with the 'B' party as we emerged from one of our more enterprising diversions. All tramped together back to the car park and onward home.

A very good weekend was had by all and we are grateful for Lewis's skill in making it possible. He even foresaw the fine weather, which is always a bonus. Thanks to all the leaders who did a magnificent job in translating the walks from the map to the ground as well as fighting the intricacies of the Welsh language and trying to calm the wrath of some of the inhabitants. Special thanks to Yvonne, David and Christina for ensuring that everything ran smoothly and that everyone was catered for. The time and effort you put in is very much appreciated. 

Report by Diane Exley

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

COACH WALKS
Holme, West Yorkshire - 14 October 

A WALK   'A' party alighted at Holmfirth and we were soon attacking our first vertical ascent on the way to the hamlet of Netherthong. A very pleasant path was then followed and we were lulled into an easygoing saunter. This was not to last. The word 'yomping' floated at the back of our minds and, having enjoyed our coffee and found another wide, even path, we were suddenly diverted into vertical yomping stance. Minds were concentrated and feet carefully placed and after a stop for lunch below the Holme Moss transmitter, we all arrived safe and sound beside the A6024. Holme was in sight but a direct route was not planned. We explored the wonder of Ramsden Clough, took our tea on Cook's Study Hill and finally wended our way steadily uphill to reach the comfort of the Fleece at Holme. A splendid walk admirably led by our yomping expert and his faithful backup. Many thanks to Brian and Penny. 

Report by Diane Exley

Bolsterstone, South Yorkshire - 18 November 

A WALK   The weather lady told us not to get out of bed and, if we did, not to go out. We ignored both warnings. 'A' party set off in fine fettle from Penistone station, the wind and rain whistling in our ears. (The promised sun had already faded) After a flattish start we were soon scaling the heights of Black Moor and experiencing the first snows of the year. Plunging down to the A616 we once more waved goodbye to the plains and clambered to Whitwell Moor. Bolsterstone was but a stone's throw away but, like the troopers we are, we steadfastly walked or rather ran away from it. Through woods, fields and meadows and over a large variety of very dodgy stiles, we made our way to High Bradfield and then to Edge Mount where the 360 degree views of mist and snow were literally breathtaking. Spout House hill and a wander in the woods brought us to the climax of our walk - the final hill. Final because it finished us off but did bring us to the warmth of the pub where our companions hailed us as the lost tribe. Thank you Christina and David for an ambitious and interesting walk. Let's do it in the sunshine next time! 

Report by Diane Exley 

C WALK   One thing's for certain, the Twydales are consistent with their walks in the rain! 
After our usual coffee stop, with toasted teacakes nearly the size of dinner plates, we set off from Langsett, over stiles, through fields and forest paths on what would have been a lovely walk in fine weather. Lunch was taken by the boathouse of an activity centre at the side of the reservoir though not much shelter was provided so we didn't dawdle too long before setting off again towards our destination. We had to pass through a herd of cows with some calves and they weren't very happy to see us tramping across their field. Some of our group were quite nervous of a possible attack as the cows came closer and closer in an attempt to warn us off but thanks to the 'Farmer Joe' efforts of Stuart and Trevor we got through unscathed and the cows soon lost interest. As the rain got heavier our leaders made an executive decision to cut out a section of the walk and got us back to the pub in Bolsterstone very early!! Much appreciated.
Despite the weather we did enjoy the walk and thank Stuart and Paddy for their leadership and especially for the early finish! 

Report by Joan Thompson

Whalley, Lancashire - 16 December
A WALK   Off we shot like bullets from a gun up Clerk Hill to Wiswell Moor. At least the pace kept the cold out and we had fine views over Sabden and Churn Clough reservoir as we negotiated the Nick of Pendle and climbed to Spence Moor. No witches were flying but then it was probably too cold for them. No doubt they lurked somewhere in Well Wood where we sheltered for lunch. On to Read and the swollen River Calder where we began the serious trek back to base. There was, inevitably, a hill or two to help us on our way but we survived to sample the delights of Whalley - a choice of pubs and a very smart café. Thanks to the interchangeable leaders and our Will o' the Wisp backup. Thanks also to our own little dayglo glowworm who was better than a torch. 

Report by Diane Exley
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Train Walk – Skipton Circular – 22-12-07. The conditions on this walk were extremely icy, especially the stiles. I would like to say a big thank you to the member of the group who found small pieces of sandstone, crushed them and scattered them on the lethal stiles. His action, possibly saved a nasty accident and he was  voted  ‘Man of the walk’      Ed.

Question in October Newsletter – Who is Rombald and why is the moor

                                                             named after him?
ROMBALDS MOOR   The "Rombald"  who gave his name to Rombalds Moor  (the alternative - Rumbalds - was preferred until fairly recently) was Robert de Romille,  the first Norman Lord of Skipton.

In 1086 William the Conqueror gave those lands centred on Bolton-in-Craven (now Bolton Abbey), and previously belonging to the Saxon Earl Edwin, to Robert.                                                                         Robert moved his manor house to Skipton and built the first, wooden, castle on the site of the present castle in 1090. The area of the Honour of Skipton, as the gift was called, was vast and included Malham and Hellifield as well as the ridge which bears his name.

Report by John Gramshaw.    

Thank you John – this is very interesting – ED.

More information regarding ROMBALD from the T & A 23-07-04.

The statue -- sculpted by John Bridgeman -- met with a mixed reaction from the public when it was swung into place on its plinth in the shopping centre, in May, 1968, and it has frequently been at the centre of controversy over the years. In the early 1970s it featured in the cover design for a proposed Girl Guide year book, but the idea caused shockwaves because of the structure's semi-naked appearance. The book was never produced. And suggestions in 1986 that Rombald should be moved to Ilkley, so that he would be nearer his "home", met with a huge outcry. Public demand kept him in Keighley.

However the views of the next writer mirror my own feelings about what has been built around Rombald now.

He was the centre piece of the Airedale Shopping Centre, albeit, he was a controversial figure. Now a café has been built around him, he is a dumping place for trays and dirty crockery, not a good image for the town.    Ed.

‘SIR - Re the ongoing saga of the correct place for Rombald's statue.’  I strongly feel, if anything should be moved it should be the cafe. Do we need another cafe when we have so many very desirable ones in the vicinity?    Please leave Rombald in his splendour -- in my eyes the cafe only spoils the ambience.
Letter to the Editor

Dear Pat,

              Seeing the lyrics of Settle to Carlisle Railway in the Newsletter reminded me of a wonderful recording of the song I have on an LP by Yorkshire folk band Aiken’s Drum. The album, simply called Aiken’s Drum, came out in 1981, and is probably unavailable commercially, if indeed it ever was. I bought mine one night for, I think, £2.00! However, I am told,  by its devotees, that you can find virtually anything on the world wide whatnot, and I’d thoroughly recommend it. There are lots of other ‘northern’ songs on it, including the ‘Battle of Sowerby Bridge’, ‘Lishe Young Buy-A-Broom’ (set around Kirkby Stephen) and an achingly beautiful version of ‘Valley of Tees’. I’m a technophobe myself but if all else fails, I’ve got the record if someone in the Leeds area is interested and is able to transfer it/digitalize it,   or whatever the term is.

All the best,

Graham (Sykes)

Thank you Graham for your intriguing letter, I hope this can be followed up, the other songs sound equally interesting. By coincidence, or nudged by the words of the Settle Carlisle Railway lyrics, our Treasurer brought a CD of the History of the  Settle Carlisle Railway to play at the Annual General Meeting in November. Unfortunately technology failed and we couldn’t get any sound.                Ed.

Quiz Questions

1) In which Pennine Valley is Crimsworth Dean?

2) How did Buckden Pike gain a prominent memorial cross?

3) Priestholm (or Puffin Island) is off which island?

4) Name either end of the Westmorland Way.

5) Which is the nearest Yorkshire town to the West Coast?

6) Which is the nearest mountain top to England’s highest pub?

Answers in the May 2008 Issue.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Whalley  - 16-12-07





Please NOTE!!


The walk on Thursday 3rd April, 2008 will start at the Fox in Thorner.


NOT the Fox and Grapes on the A64








EDITORS COMMENTS


Thank you once again for your contributions. It seems the writers of ‘odes’ have become ‘odeless’ and the ‘train walkers’ haven’t had many journeys up the line to write about, however the line is open again and I look forward to your interesting reports for the next Newsletter in May. Deadline for articles April 19th – Proof Reading April 26th- Return from Proof Readers May 2nd – Printers May 6th- Delivery May 11th (approx).


I must apologise if any members have submitted articles and they have not been reported in this Newsletter – I have changed my e mail address and this took much longer to set up than we envisaged. If you would like to resubmit your article please send to � HYPERLINK "mailto:patbott@talktalk.net" ��patbott@talktalk.net� or for photos � HYPERLINK "mailto:patbottomley66@hotmail.com" ��patbottomley66@hotmail.com� 





Important announcement





The position of NEWSLETTER EDITOR will be available from the SEPTEMBER 2008 Issue.


This is a very interesting, rewarding and worthwhile post. I am stepping down due to my many commitments within my home community.                   Pat Bottomley


(Please contact our Chairperson or Secretary)
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